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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAF
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF VETERINARY

MEDICAL EXAMINERS

IN THE MATTER OF ) Administrative Action

RICHARD H. COBURN, D.V.M. CONSENT ORDER

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of

Veterinary Medical Examiners upon the receipt of a consumer com-

plaint regarding the treatment rendered by respondent to a Dachshund

bite in labor. The dog was presented to respondent October 6,

1984 with a history of having been in hard labor for several hours

without delivering puppies . Respondent examined the animal at

10:00 A .M. and again at 1:30 P . M. Respondent administered PIT

to the dog at both visits and, following the 1 :3 0 P.M . visit,

dispensed four syringes of 4 cc . PIT to be administered by the

consumer at home . PIT is a potentially dangerous drug and the dis-

pensing of it in these circumstances appears to have been highly

inappropriate . Also, it appears that respondent ' s medical as s ess-

ment of the dog was inadequate and that a Caesarean section of

the animal should have been performed at the time of the 1 : 30 P.M.

examination . In mitigation, the Board notes that this is the first
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complaint it has received against respondent and that he fully

cooperated in the Board's investigation of the matter and testified

candidly.

Therefore , in order to settle this matter without further

proceedings and for good cause shown,

IT IS ON THIS 2--DAY OF , 1986,

HEREBY AGREED AND ORDERED that:

1. Respondent is hereby assessed a civil penalty of $500

to be paid within 15 days of the receipt of the fully executed

filed Order.

2. Respondent is hereby assessed costs in the amount

of $341 . 25 to be paid within 15 days of the receipt of the fully

executed filed Order.

3. Respondent is admonished regarding his conduct in

dispensing four doses of PIT , a potentially harmful drug, to be

administered by untrained individuals.

avid Eisenberg, D.V.I., President

New Jersey State Board of Veterinary
Medical Examiners

I hereby consent to the
terms/"and entry qf; this

) It
Rlchard'H. Coburn, D.V.M.


