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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS

IN THE MATTER OF THE
SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF
THE LICENSE OF:

ALRyANDER 
, Ph .D.

License #SI 1203

TO PRACTICE PSYCHOLOGY
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Administrative Action

CON SENT ORDER

New Jersey State Board

Psychological Examiners (the 199
8, upon

the concurrent

show cause, such complaint having been filed by Peter Verniero ,

Attorney General of New

General, seeking the temporary suspensio
n of the license

Jersey, by Susan C . Berger, Deputy Attorney

of

respondent Alexander Newman
, Ph.D . to practice psychology the

State of New Jersey . Within the three count complaint
, the

Attorney General alleges that Alexander N
ewman, Ph .D. engaged in

sexual and professional misconduct when he asked female research

filing of an administrative complaint and an order

uBoard'' ) on Novernber

This matter was opened before the



improperly and sexually touched intimate

female research assistant's body
. is

further alleged that the uInformed

research

that

Consent Form'' he asked

assistants sign was not an ethical

agree to unconscionable

consent form and

terms .
he required them to

The parties desiring to resolve this matt
er without the need

for further

of the

proceedings and the Board finding that this disposition

matter is adequately protective of the public health, safety
and welfare, and other good cause appea

ring;
'

f December 1998IT IS on this j? day o
HEREBY ORDERED AND AGREED THAT :

parts of one of the

1998.

Newman , Ph.D.'s license to practice

Such surrender shall be deemed

license on December

revocation of Alexander

psychology in the State of New

Jersey and he shall comply with the Directive
s

who have been disciplined which is attached

hereof .

himself out to the public as any

Respondent shall also desist and refrain

concerning licensees

hereto and made a part

from holding

practicing professional such as a

counselor, psychotherapist
, psychoanalyst, therapist or other

mental health care worker
.

Respondent shall surrender his

assistants to disrobe and

original New

Jersey license and current biennial

State Board

Jersey 07102, upon receipt of a filed

registration to the New Jersey

Psychological Examiners
, l24 Halsey Street, New

copy of this Order .

Respondent is assessed costs the amount 
of $6,492.53

payable to the New Jersey State Board of Psychological Examiners

Respondent shall immediately return his



pursuant to N .J.S .A . 45:1-25 within ten

the filing of this
(10) days of the date of

isorder . If full PaYment not made within ten

of Debt.

seek reinstatement

days, the Board shall file a Certifi
cate

respondent shall everIn the event that

license in this State
, 
he shall submitof his

application that all

made.

proof prior such

payments required by this Order have been

any petition for

respondent shall appear
, on notice, before a

designated committee of the Board

extent to which he

activities.

determine what,

Following such

has engaged in psychologically

discuss his status and the

rehabilitative

appearance, the full Board shall

any , additional information is needed
, and

psychologicalwhether any current professional skills a
ssessment or

evaluation will be reguired
. Any reinstatement of license shall be

at the sole discretion the Board
. the Board shall ever

determine to reinstate respondent's li
cense to practice, such

reinstatement may be subject to such limitations as t
ype and

location of practice
, review and monitoring as the Board shall deem

necessary to protect the public health
, safety and welfare

.

In the event, respondent shall seek any oth
er type

professional or occupational licensure the St
ate of New Jersey,

he shall submit a copy of the application t
o the Board the same

reinstatement,

determination on4. Prior to Board

3



time as the application is submitted to the relevant li
censing

authority and shall submit a 
copy of this order such

licensing authority
.

STATE BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGICAL
EXAMINERS

By : 
rKenneth G . Roy, . .

Chair

I have read and understood
the within Order and agree to
be bound by its terms

. Consent
to enter this Order is hereby
given .

A exander Newman
, Ph .D .

, x/sys
Consent as to form :

Leonard Meyer n Esq .

Attorney for Alexander Newman
, PK.D .

4



DIREW IVE REGA-P-P-I-NG- FXTN RE- -  -  AX IVITIES
OF BOARD LIY -SEE WHO HA..S BEEN SUSPN ED/R
EVOKED AND USE QF TIIE PR

-QFESSIONM  P> ISES

A practitioner whose license is suspended or revoked or wh
osesurrender of license with or without 

prejudice has been accepted bythe B
oard shall conduct him/herself as follows.

1) Promptly deliver to the Board the original license and 
currentbiennial registration

.

2) Desist and refrain from the practice of psychology i
n anyform either as principal or as empl

oyer or as employee or agent of
another licensee or other health care provider

.

3) Inform each patient at the time of any inquiry of th
esuspended or revoked status of the lice

nsee. When a new licenseei
s selected by a patient, the disciplined practitioner shallpromptl

y make availabli the original or a complete copy of the
existing patient record to the new licensee

. If no new licensee is
selected, the record shall be made available to the patie

nt. Suchdelivery of 
record does not waive any right of the disciplined

practitioner to claim compensation earned for prior serviceslawfully rendered .

4) Not occupy, share or use of/ice space in which another
licensee practices psychology -

fllrnA'shing professional psychological
ser+ice/, giving an opinion as to the practice of psychology o

r itsapplication or any advice with relation thereto; from holdin
ghim/herself out to the public as being entitled to practice

psychology or in any way assuming to be a practicing professio
nalsuch as 

a counselor. psychotherapist , psychoanalyst
wtherapist orother mental health care worker; or from advertising or writi

ng insuch a 
mnnner as to convey to the public the impression that such

person is a legal practitioner or authorized to practic
epsychology

. This prohA'hition includes refraining during the period
of suspension or revocation from placement of any advertisement 

orprofessional listing in any advertising medium suggesting
eligibility for practice or good atanding

. This prohibitionf
urther shall include the preparation of any report or appeara

ncebefore any court or tribunal as 
an eypert witness unless the caseinvolv

es a matter handled prior to beang disciplined and unless the
status of the licensee is disclosed in writing to the person
requesting such report or appearance

.

Desist and refrain from5)

6) Cease to use any stationezy whereon such person's name appears
as a psychologist in practice .

T) Not share in any fee for psychological services performed by
any other licensee following the suspension. revocation or
surrender of license, but the practitioner may be compensated for
the reasonable value of the services lawfully rendered and



disbursements
effective date

inm lvred on the patient'
s behalf prior to theof the s

uspension, revocation or surre
nder.

8) Use of the professional 
premises. The disciplined licenseemay allow another licensee to us

e the office premises formerlyoccupied by the disciplined lice
nsee on the following conditionsonly :

(a) The new licensee shall 
conduct the practice in everyrespect as his/her own practice incluan'n

g billings, claim formm
.

insurance provider nllmher
s, telephone numhers

, etc-
(b) The disciplined license

e may accept no portion of thefees for profession
al services rendered by the new licensee,whether by percentage of r

evenue, per capita patient
e or by anyother device or design

, however denominated
. The disciplinedlicensee may

, however. contract for or ac
cept payment from the newlicensee for rent (Bot exce

ean'ng fair mnrket value) of the premisesand either dispose of or st
ore any materials and equipment

.

(c) No continued use of
personally owned office name or
number.

name of disciplined licensee or
tax or provider identificatio

n

disciplined licensee wa
s using anindivia lnl TPA nnmh

ar or where tàe Iicensee was the
sole member of an incor

porated professionalassociation 
or a corporation , the disciplinedliconmee pa

y contract to rent the office premisesto a new practitioner
. The new practitioner may

use his/her own mxme and own provide
r number on aIlbills and and in

surance claim forms . xeither thename nor the nxlmh
or of the discipléned &écensee 

mazbe used . When the license of a sole 
practitionerhas been revoked

, a trade name must be cancelled
and a professional service 

corporation must bedissolved
.

Where the

2. Where the discipzined lz
censee is a member oq aprofesséonal group which uses a 

group -type namesysuch as the Asc p chol
ogécaz sroup , tsedisciplined llcensee m

ust azrange to have hzs/hername deieted covered up or otherwi
se obziterated#on al1 office signs, advertisements pub&l

shed bythe group after th
e efrective date of the Boarddi

sciplinary order and on a&& printed silziags anastati
onery. The other group members may 

continueto function under the incorporated or trade nam
e,minus the name of the discipli

ned licensee, and maycontin
ue to use its corporate or prof

essionalidentification numhe
r .

(9) Report promptly to the B
oard compliance withof the 

order requiring moneys to be reimbursed to each directive
patients or to



other persons or third party payors, and 'regarding supervisozvreports or other special co
nditaons of the 'order .

(10) A practitioner whose license
actively suspended for one year or
as follows:

a) Promptly require the publishers of any prof
essionaldirectory and any oth

er professional list in which such licensee's
name is known by the disciplined licensee to appear t

o remove anysuch listing
.

is surrendered.more shall conduct revoked or
him/herself

b) Promptly require any and
remove the practitioner's listing
indicating that such practitioner is

a1l telephone companies to
in any telephone directory
a practicing professional .

practitioner whose practice privileges are affected b
y aBoard disciplinary ordey shall

, within 90 days after the effectived
ate of the Board order. file with the Executive Directo

r of theBoard a detail
ed affidavit specifying by correlatively lettered andnumbered paragraphs how 

such person has fully complied with this
directive. The affidavit shall also set forth th

e residence orother 
address and telephone number to which communications may bedirected to 

such person- Any change in the residence
, address ortelepho

ne number shall be promptly reported to the Executiv
eDirector .

( 3.7. ) A
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Tel. No. (201) 648-7093

November 23, 1998

New Jersey State Board of Psyciological Examiners
l24 Halsey Street
Newark , New Jersey 07102

In the Matter of Alexander Newman
, Ph .D .

Dear Members of the Board:

This letter brief is submitted pn behalf of th
e Office of the

Attorney General in

Newman, PK.D. The Attorney

General contends that Dr . Newman's continued

clear

practice of psychology

POSeS

assistants and

Complaint filed

and imminent danger to his patients
,

employees. This applicatioé is predicated

herein and the supporting exhibits submitted

research

upon the

herewith .

suspension of the license of Alexander

support of its application for the temporary

Statement of Facts

Respondent Alexander Newman
, PK .D . holds New Jersey License

Number SI 1203 from the Board of Psychological Examiners and has an

office at North Woodland Drive
, Englewood, New Jersey

.

On July 8, 1998, a female college student
, came forward

complain that Newman improperly and s
exually touched

intimate parts of her body while her friend, K.D., also a college

LJ PS New Jersey Is An âklftzl Opportuitity Employer * Printed on Recycled Papqr unff Recyclable



November 23, 1998
Page 2

student, was present and

J.W .'S body in his office
.

Newman on June 26
, 1998 responding to an advertise

ment the
Suburbanite newspaper for

assisting with research and

part time employment for college students

biofeedback . (See Exhibits A at
the names and addressesand Respondent has submitted a list

people who responded

Suburbanite newspaper
. (See Exhibit

twelve his advertisement the

after

After reading the advertisement
, called the telephone

advertisement and spoke with Dr
. Newman .

Newman explained that

(See
Exhibit A at

performing biofeedback research and 
w as

assistant. (See Exhibit A at

research assistant would be

During the telephone

research required physical contact and nudit
y and that electrodes

would be placed on parts her body
. (See Exhibit A at

Then, Newman asked J
.W . to come to his office at 4 :00 p

.m .

discuss the details of the position
. (See Exhibit A at

At around 4:00 on June 1998
, J .W . met Dr . Newman at

his office and filled out employment 
application. (See Exhibit

A at and Exhibit Dr
. Newman explained to J

.W . the nature of

work, that he might have to use an internal probe and showed

her muscle charts and a diagram of a vagi
nal probe. (See Exhibit

A at 7-8.) Then, Newman asked her to remove her shirt and bra

he was a psychologist

seeking a research

Newman stated that the

paid $8.00 per hour . (Exhibit A at

conversation, Newman elaborated that th
e

number listed in the

observed the improper

(See Exhibits and

sexual touching of

J .W . met



November 23, 1998
Page 3

comfortable with nudity and

measure her pulse. (See Exhibit A at 8
. ) J.W. told Dr. Newman that

her friend K .D. would also be interested a r
esearch assistant

position. (See Exhibit A at Then l
eft Dr . Newman's

office.

purportedly to see if she was

placed a conference call between K
.D . and

afternoon .

arranged for K.D .

(See Exhibit at

meet with Newman that

That same afternoon
, J .W .

returned to

explained the

Then K .D. completed an employment

Newman's office with K
.D . at which time Dr .

nature of his research to

Newman

10 . )(See Exhibit A at

application. (See Exhibit A at

10 and Exhibit

employment at Dr . Newman's office on June 30
,1998 .

at and Exhibit B at

The students arranged to return and begin their

(See Exhibit A

Newman and

1998 and K .D. returned to Dr . Newman's
office. (See Exhibit A at N

ewman asked each of the
students to sign an ''Informed Consent F

orm'' acknowledging that the

research required

From her home, J .W .

On June

. . . nudity, and physical contact includin
g touching andbeing touched

. In order for this equipment to be full
yfunctional, the electrode locations will be determineda

nd I will palpated (sic)
, massaged, and electrodes willbe placed in all parts of my body

, including chest and
vagina. I am conformable (sic) b0th with th

e nudity andthe probing of 
my body, and palpating and massagi

ngothers in order to develop the k
nowledge of musclelocations- - .

. . . 1 voluntarily assert that I ap comfortabl
e with theseprocedures and I am positive that I will not h

ave anyadverse emotional reactions t
o either the training orapplication of this biofeedback device

. I do this at my
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Page 4

own responsibilityunforeseen reactionsand I indemnify the employer from any
that I may have

.

(Exhlbits G and Newman then explained that the initial
training involved learning the location of various muscle groups

because the electrodes had placed within centimeters of the

muscle. (Exhibit A at

disrobe and she removed all of her

clothing except for her bra aùd underwear
. (Exhibit A at 13

. )
He then asked her to remove her bra and und

erwear but K.D . stated

that she did not feel comfortable and redressed. (Exhibit A at l3,
Exhibit B at

of her clothing and Dr
. Newman placed

a blanket on the couch for her lie on. (Exhibit A at
Exhibit at Newman then massaged J.W .'s muscles and

continued to massage her muscles with body oil
. (Exhibit A at

After massaging each portion of J
.W .'S body, Newman asked K

.D .

to massage that same portion J
.W .'S body . He continued

massaging J.W .'S back, arms, head and asked her to turn over and

massaged her stomach until he reached her vagi
nal area. (Exhibit

A at Next
, without a glove, Newman placed his finger in

J.W .'S vagina and massaged the area for approximately five to ten

seconds. (Exhibit at 14 . ) He also asked J .W . to flex her
vaginal muscle . (Exhibit A at Exhibit B at Then he asked

K .D . she would participate and she refused
. (Exhibit A at

The students were at Dr
. Newman's office for approximately two

hours. (Exhibit A at During this two hour period, Dr. Newman

Then J.W. removed all

Dr . Newman asked K .D.
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place electrodes on either

student's body .

discomfort with the

(Exhibit A at The students expr
essed their

Newman's office .
procedure and left Dr

.

(Exhibit A at

Newman 's

(see

There is no legitimate therapeutic basis for Dr.

conduct either in psychology or biofeedback technique .

certification of expert
, Eli Alson, Ph .D .

The actions of

annexed as Exhibit

respondent in making sexual contact with

research assistants, in the

research, constitutes sexual

research assistants .

continued practice of psychology poses a clear

guise

misconduct and unethical

conducting psychological

treatment of

Newman's actions demonstrate that his

and imminent danger

to the public.

electrodes ordid not show the students

November
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Arlument

RESPONDENT'S SEXUAL EXPLOITATION
OF FEMALE RESEARCH ASSISTANTS
CONSTITUTES A CLEAR AND IMMINENT
DANGER TO THE PUBLIC WARRANTING
TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OP HIS LICENSE

.

In providing for the temporary suspension of li
censure by

the Board, N .J .S.A . 45:1-22 'states in pertinent part
:

may , upon duly verified application of the
Attorney General alleging an act or practi

ceviolating any provision 
of an act or regulation

administered by such board
, enter a temporary order

suspending or limiting any license issued by th
eboard pending plenary hearing 

on an administrative
complaint; provided, however, no such temporary
order shall be entered unless the application madeto the board palpably demonstrates a clear andimminent d

anger to the public health, safety and
welfare and notice of such application is gi

ven tothe licensee affected by such order .

A board

Respondent's actions with regard J
.W . and K.D.

constitute clear violations of the releva
nt statutes and

regulations. Specifically N
.J .A .C . l3 :42-1O . 9(a) states:

(a) A licensee shall not participate in 
a sexualrelationship 

or engage in sexual intimacies with a
current psychotherapy client , a former client to whom
psychotherapy was rendered within the immediatelyprecedin

g 24 months, a current student
, a directsupervi

see or supervisor, or a research particioant
.

N .J .A .C . l3 :42-l0 . 9(a) (emphasis added) .

Respondent's request for the research assistaht
s to

disrobe, together with his intimate

J .W.'S groin area and insertion of his

touching and massaging of

finger into her vagina was

a violation of N .J .A .C . 13 :42-10 .9(a) and could only have been
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motivated by his prurient interest d
uring the course

respondent's purported research
.

Dr . Newman's request that and K
.D . disrobe without

privacy and without dressing gowns and his inappropriate touching

of J.W .'S body also violated N
.J.A .C. l3:42-10

. 9(c) which states:

(c) A licensee shall refrain from any sexualharas
sment which, for the purposes of this

section , is defined as condoning or engagingin delib
erate or tepeated comments

, contactsor 
gestures which are unrelated to

professional instruction on the subject of
harassment and which are sexually suggestive,seductive, demeaning or harassing

.

N .J .A .C . l3:42-l0
. 9(c)

professional basis for requesting J
.W . and K .D. disrobe . He

also lacked any professional basis for rubbi
ng body oil on J .W . and

entering her vagina with finger
. (See certification of expert

,

Eli Alson, Ph .D . , annexed as Exhibit

Dr. Newman did not have any legitimate

expressly prohibits a licensee

from engaging sexual contact in his 
practice and deems such

conduct professional misconduct
. N .J.A .C. l3:42-1O

. 9(e)l states:

The Administrative Code

November

(e) In the treatment of sexual dysfunction a
swell as in other are

as of the practice of
psychology, a licensee shall not engage in th

efollowing conduct
, which is hereby defined as

professional misconduct :
1. Physical contact of a sexual or deliber

-

ately hurtful nature between psychologist
and client;

N .J .A .C . l3 :42-1O
.9(e).

contact when he rubbed

sexual physical

body oil on J.W . 'S body and entered her

vagina with his finger . These actions also constitute professional

Dr. Newman engaged
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evidencing an incapacity of discharging the

in a manner consistent with the

welfare in violation

moral character as

public's health, safety, and

N.J.S.A. 4S:l-21(i) and a lack of good

required by N .J .S.A. 45:14B-l4(b)

reading of these students' statements also di
scloses a clear

pattern of Dr .

and/or assistants

Newman's failure Lreat research particip
ants

ethically . N .J .A .C. 13:42-1O . 6(a)5 states in
pertinent parts:

N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(e),

functions of a licensee

pursuantor occupational misconduct

(a) A licensee shall observe research
requirements consistent with acceptedstandards of practice including

, but notli
mited to, the following n

. .

(5) A licensee shall treat research
participants ethically and ensure ethicaltr
eatment of them by collaborators

,assistants, students and employees
.

N .J .A .C . 13 :42-lO . 6(a)5.

students, innocently responded to an

advertisement

assistants.

licensed psychologist and asked

a local newspaper for employment as research

Respondent informed the students that h
e w as a

and K .D .

The students

disrobe and

agreed to
intimately touched J

.W .'S

this bizarre and

licensed psychologist and because they tho
ught he was

vaginal area .

unwarranted conduct because respondent was a

engaged in

engage
legitimate research . He used this

unlawful and unethical

female

position of trust to

Obviously, these

in

conduct. young innocent

students were truly vulnerable to his devious machinations.

and K.D., college
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misconduct

sign an unconscionable

Dr. Newman asked the

and touching of their bodies
.

uInformed Consent Form
.
''

professional or occupational

when he requested J
.W. and K.D.

In this document,

students to consent to his improper
probing

He further asked them to accept

There wasresponsibility for

professional or legal

Form . ''

any of his misconduct
.

justification for such an uInformed Consent
no

herein compellingly reflect the requisite clear and
imminent danger that exists

,

to practice.

K.D.'S statements .

His behavior is graphically set fo
rth in J .W.

respondent is permitted to continue

and

(See Exhibits A and B . ) Dr. Newman has shown
a total disrespect for these research

profession .

assistants and

His total and inappropriate

conduct represents a clear and imminent d
anger to the public which

should not be permitted to continue
.

lack of self-control

The New Jersey Supreme Court unequivo
cally held in

(1982) that sexual

In re Polk
License Revocation , 90 N .J . S50

health care
imposition by

upon his patients constitutes

professional misconduct and is a suffici
ent

a professional license .

basis for suspension of

(See also I/M/O John W . Schermer, Jr . ,

M .D., 94 N .J.A .R. 2d (BDS) 33 (1994)
, I/M/O Michael A . Tricarico,

N.J.A.R. 2d (BDS) 18 (1995)) The Board of Medical Examiners
has further held sexually inappropri

ate and offensive behavior by

a health professional (physician) with co
- workers is an adequate

professional (physician)

Newman further engaged

and unethical practice

The facts
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basis for the temporary suspension

such action demonstrates a gross lack

a doctor's license and that

judglnent . I/M/O the
Susoension or Revocation of

-  the License of Maqdv Wahba 
, M.D . (June

25, 1996) (A copy of the Board's decision is annex
ed as Exhibit J . )

Therein , the Board of Medical Examiners f
ound that Dr. Wahba had

approached female co-workers from behind and rubb
ed his groin area

back and forth against theit buttocks
.

It is the duty of this Board to protect the public from such
behavior . Respondent's conduct with 

regard to these research

assistants demonstrates a total disregard of th
e ethical principles

and professional standards of the practi
ce of psychology by

intentionally making physical contact of 
a sexual nature with his

research assistants for his own personal gratification and without

regard to the health and welfare of these vul
nerable women . The

Board should immediately act to remove Dr
. Newman from the health

care environment, where he can impose his s
exual whims upon

unwitting women with impunity
, given the clear abuse demonstratqd

by the within application
.
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CONCLUSION

The Board
certifications

presented that the public health
, safety and welfare would be

practice.jeopardized by Dr. Newman's continued

stated herein, the
For the reasons

Attorney General submits that Dr
. Newman 's

continued

the public .

practice would constitute a clear and imminent danger to

Since this

application, the

enter an Order of

ultimately resolve

Attorney

Temporary Suspension pending a plenary hearing to

the merits of the complaint
.

danger is palpably demonstrated in thi
s

General respectfully urges the Board to

should determine from the

Very truly yours ,

PETER VERD ERO
/ATTORNE NERXL OF NEW JERSEY

/B
y :

san C . Ber r
eputy Attorney General

cc: Dr. Alexander Newman
Leonard Meyerson , Esq .



PETER VERNIERO
ATTORNEY GENERKL OF NEW JERSEY
Division of Law , 5th Floor
124 Halsey Street
P.O. Box 45029
Newark, New Jersey 07102

By ; Susan C. Berger
Deputy Attorney General
Tel. (973) 648-7093

FfLEZ WITH THE 80ARD OF
FS/CHSLOGICIL ïIMINE8S
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS

:
IN THE MATTER OF THE :
SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF
THE LICENSE OF :

ALEXANDER NEWMAN, Ph.D .
License #SI 1203

TO PPA CTICE PSYCHOLOGY
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

To: Dr . Alexander Newman
372 North Woodland Street
Englewood , New Jersey 07631-2027

and

Administrative Action

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
, NOTICE OF

HEAPING AND NOTICE TO FILE
ANSWER

:

:

Leonard Meyerson, Esq .

Attorney for Dr. Alexander Newman
955 West Side Avenue
Jersey City, New Jersey 07306

Jersey State Board of

Psychological Examiners by the filing of the V
erified Complaint

with supporting material
, by Peter Verniero

, Attorney General of

New Jersey, by Susan Berger
, Deputy Attorney General, seeking

the suspension or revocation of the license of R
espondent Alexander

Newman , PH .D . to practice psychology and for oth
er relief pursuant

This matter was opened to the New



authority conferred on the Board b
y N . J . S .A . 4 5 : 1- 14 

.c
sec . and related

temporary suspension or

administrative regulations
, further seeking the

license pending a

Verified Complaint
,

plenury hearing and final

pursuant to N .J.S.A . 45:1-22
, and it

that the continued

a clear

being alleged in the Complaint

practice of psychology by Respond
ent represents

and imminent danger to the public health
,

shown,

safety and
welfare. Accordingly

, for good cause

e: 
aay o, fovev.zqr , zsna

,
zs on thzs z. 3

ORDERED that Respondent Alexander N
ewman, Ph .D . show

cause before the State Board of Psychol
ogical Examiners, 124 Halsey

Street, Newark, New Jersey on the 14th d
av of December at 1:00 D

.m .

or as soon thereafter as the parties may be heard, why an order
should not be entered temporarily sus

pending or otherwise limiting

the license of Alexander Newman
, Ph.D . to practice psychology in

this State, or imposing such other 
restraints as the Board deems

necessary pending final disposition of

Complaint, and

the charges in the Verified

is further

disposition of the

other limitation on said

to the

copy of this Order together with the

Verified Administrative

in

Ph.D . or his

support thereof be served

Complaint, the certifications and 
exhibits

upon Respondent Alexander Newman
,

attorney forthwith , and it is further

ORDERED that Respondent shall file a
n M swer to the

Complaint notcharges contained within the

later than the close of business on 1XlQ. $ . 1998 said Answer
to be delivered to the New Jersey Stat

e Board of Psychological

Verified Administrative

ORDERED that a



Halsey Street , Newark, New Jersey
08608, with a copy delivered on that 

same date to Susan Berger
,

Deputy Attorney General
, Division of Law

, 124 Halsey Street P .O .
Box 45029, Newark

, New Jersey 07102
, and it is further

ORDERED that failure to respond t
o this

the State Board of

Order to Show

Psychological
Cause or failure

Examiners in

to appear before

person or by attorney as herein indicated
, or failure

to appear for a formal plenary hearing on the remainder of the

charges as required
, may result in this matter being consider

ed in
Respondent's absence on the proofs p

resented and an order may be

entered against Respondent for any and all of the relief demanded

in the Verified Complaint
, and is further

ORDERED that an admission of the ch
arges will indicate

that Respondent does not wish t
o contest the charges stated

,

rendering unnecessary any hearing i
n this proceeding

. The case
will then be presented to the St

ate Board of Psychological

Examiners within thirty (30) days from the 
receipt of Respondent's

Answer or on an adjourned date together with any written matter he
may wish to submit with the Answe

r in alleged mitigation of

penalty , for a determination as to wh
ether disciplinary sanctions

,

including suspension or revocati
on of Respondent's license to

practice psychology or lesser sancti
on should be imposed and

whether monetary penalty and cost
s shall be assessed and, so .

the amount thereof pursuant to th
e authority conferred upon the

Board by N .J .S .A. 45:1-14 Qt secw and is further

Box 45017, 
l24Examiners, P.O .

3



charges will result in a

plenary hearing subsequent to the return

which may be conducted

date set forth
herein by th

e Board or by an Administrative

Respondent, will hear the

disciplinary sanctions with respect

Law Judge who, upon notice to

and consider the imposition of
Complaint

Respondent's license and may

Respondent

recommend the possible
determinations

plenary hearing either in

set forth above
. may appear at the

Person by attorney or b0th and shall

be afforded an opportunity a
.t that time to

all of the charges .

make defense to any Or

formal

the

STATE BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS

ORDERED that a denial

I

v'

By: g;
Kenneth G . Roy , . .
Chair

KINDLY ADDRESS AN ORIGINAL AND ONE COPY OF 
RESPONDENT'SANSWER SPECIFICALLY RESPONDI

NG TO EACH PARAGRAPH OF THE VERIFIEDC
OMPLAINT TO :

Paul C . Brush, Executive Director
NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINE

RSP
.O . Box 45017

124 Halsey Street
Newark, New Jersey 07101
Tel: (973) 504-6470

and copy

PETER VERNIERO
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY
ATTENTION : SUSAN C . BERGER, D .A .G

.Division of Law
l24 HALSEY STREET
P .O . Box 45029
Newark, New Jersey 07102
Tel: (973) 648-7093



PETER VERNIERO
ATTORNEY GENERKL OF NEW JERSEY
Division of Law , 5th Floor
124 Halsey Street
P.O. Box 45029
Newark, New Jersey 07102

By : Susan C. Berger
peputy Attorney General
Tel. (973) 648-7093

RLEO WITH THE 804R0 OF
FrzïCH LOGIC L E/AMiNE8S
0N p. 5 , /fCF'

?r

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS

:IN THE MATTER OF THE 
:SUSPENSION OR REVOC

ATION OF :
THE LICENSE OF: 

:

:ALEXANRER 
, Ph .D. :

License #SI 1203 :

TO PRACTICE PSYCHOLOGY
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Peter Verniero, Attorney General of New J
ersey, by Susan

Bergerz Deputy Attorney General, with offices located at 124

Halsey Street, 5th floor
, Newark, New Jersey , on the basis of

information and belief
, by way of Complaint says:

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

Complainant, Attorney General of New J
ersey , is charged

with enforcing the laws the State of New Jersey pursuant to

N.J.S.A. 52:17A-4(h), and is empowered to initi
ate administrative

disciplinary proceedings against pers
ons licensed by the Board of

Psychological Examiners pursuant to N
.J.S.A. 45:1-14 qt sec .

Administrative Action

VERIFIED COMPLAINT



The New Jersey State Board P
sychological Examiners is

charged with the duty and responsibility of regulating the p
ractice

of psychology in State of N
ew Jérsey pursuant N

.J .S.A .
45:14B-l AL sel .

maintains an office at

Drive, Englewood
, New Jersey, is licensed to

practice psychology in the State N
ew Jersey, and has been a

licensee at al1 times pertinent thi
s complaint.

The first complainànt referenced h
erein has been assigned

initials Her actual id
entity shall be made known to

respondent and the Board of Psychological Examiners .

The second complainant referenced herein has been
assigned the initials K

.D.. Her actual identity shall b
e made

known to respondent and to the B
oard of Psychological Examiners

.

6. On or about July 1998 J
.W . and K.D. were interviewed

by Detectives from the Bergen Cou
nty Prosecutor's Office

. Redacted
copies the complaining witnesse

s statements are annexed as

Exhibits A and B .

North Woodland

Respondent Alexander Newman
, Ph .D .

General Allegations are repeated and realleged as
set forth at length herein

.

or about June
responded an

advertisement the Suburbanite 
newspaper. The advertisement

stated UP/T College Students to assist research & biofeedback .

Will train'' and listed a telephon
e number. (Exhibit A at and

Exhibit

1998

The



3. called the telepho
ne number listed in the

advertisement and spoke with D
r. Alexander Nevzman

, respondent.
(Exhibit A at

Respondent explained that he was a 
psychologist performing

research on biofeedback and was seeki
ng a research assistant.

(Exhibit at 4).

Respondent met J .W. at office on June 1998
.

(Exhibit A at S).

Respondent provided J .W . with an employment application

E.)
form which she completed

.

explained that his work required 
physical

contact and nudity and asked J
.W. remove her shirt and bra which

she did. (Exhibit A at

(Exhibit A at and Exhibit

Respondent

p .m . on June 26, 1998 returned to

respondent's office

employment application form for a

with her friend K
.D. who also completed an

research assistant position
.

(Exhibit A at l0, Exhibit B at 3-4 and Exhibit

1998 J .W.

ll, Exhibit B at

9. In or about June
and K .D . returned to

respondent's office .

10. J.W. and K.D . signed ''Informed Consent Forms'' 
supplied by

Dr. Newman, stating that they were informed that the research

required nudity and physical conta
ct, including placement

electrodes on the chest and vagina
. (Exhibit A at Exhibit B at

4 and Exhibits G and

(Exhibit A at

l1. Respondent then asked K
.D. to disrobe. (Exhibit A at 13

,

Exhibit B at 5) K .D . removed all of her clothing except her bra

At or about



and underwear . (Exhibit A at and 13
. ) K.D. then stated that

she did not feel comfortable and 
redressed . (Exhibit A at 13 . )

Respondent then asked J
.W . disrobe and sit on the

couch . J.W . removed of her clothing . K .D . remained in the
room. (Exhibit A at Exhibit B at

Respondent then proceeded to m
assage J .W .'S muscles

allegedly performing and teachin
g biofeedback .

body oi1 to J
.W.'S back. (Exhibit A at

Then he applied

back, arms
, head and, stomach

until he reached her
respondent repeatedly

touched her genital area and entered her vagina with his finger
.

(Exhibit A at 14
, Exhibit B at

treatment, research and/or
teaching with J .W . and comport with 

any accepted
standards of psychological practice 

or recognized psychological

research. (Exhibit certification of expert Eli Alson , Ph.D.)
Respondent's acts have no justification in ps

ychological
practice and constitute an abuse 

of an employer/employee
relationship and/or psychologist/client 

relationship and/or
psychologist/research assistant relationship

. They represent a
gross deviation from any acceptable standard of care and constitute

inappropriate sexual conduct
.

did not

genital area . Then

l5. Respondent's purported

Respondent massaged J
.W .'S

The foregoing conduct constitutes professional misconduct
in violation of N

.J.S.A. 45:1-21(e); evidences an incapacity of
discharging the functions of a lice

nsee in a manner consistent with

the public's health
, safety, and welfare in violation of N .J.S.A .

4



45:1-21(i); and/or demonstrates failure to fulfill 
the ongoing

statutory requirement of good moral chara
cter pursuant to N .J .S .A .

45:14B-l4(b).

'18. Respondent's
the

requirements of

basis for disciplinary action pursuant t
o

N.J.A .C. l3 :42-l0 . 9(a), and

N.J.S.A. 45:1-2l(h).

and is thus a

Count I I

The General Allegations are repeated and
realleged as

set forth at length herein
.

conduct failed conform

Respondent's ulnformed Consent Form'' required J .W. and

K .D . release the respondent from al1 claims t'to anything that

happened''. (Exhibit G and H
. )

Form'' further required

and K .D . to assert that they were ''positive that (they) will not
have any adverse emotional reactions 

either the training or

application of this biofeedback device
. '' (Exhibits and

Respondent never showed J
.W . or

(Exhibit A at 12.)

any biofeedback
device .

Respondent's nInformed Consent

Respondent's ''Informed Consent Form'' is 
not an ethical

consent form and required J
.W .

terms .

and K.D. to agree to unconscionable

foregoing conduct constitutes professional misconduct
in violation of N .J.S.A. 45:1-21(e); evidences an incapacity of

discharging the functions of a licensee in 
a manner consistent with

the public's health, safety , and welfare in violation of N
.J.S .A .

45:1-21(i); and/or demonstrates a failure to fulfill th
e ongoing

The

5



statutory requirement of

45:14B-14(b).

good moral character pursuant to N
.J .S.A .

of N'.J .A .C. 13:42-1O
. 6(a)S

treated ethically and

pursuant to N .J.S.A . 45:1-21(h).

Count III

Allegations are repeatedThe General
and realleged as if

set forth at length herein
.

Respondent's request that J
.W. entirely

,

without privacy or 
comport with acceptable

standards recognized psychological 
research biofeedback

research. (Exhibit f6.)

and

dressing gowns
, did not

disrobe

failed to conform to the requi
rement

that research participants shall be

thus a basis for disciplinary acti
on

J.W.'S body did
not comport with

research or biofeedback

acceptable standards of recognized psy
chological

research. (Exhibit

finger inside J .W.'S vagina
and his

acceptable gtandards of

massaging of the vaginal area
not comport with

biofeedback research
.

recognized psychological research or

(Exhibit I f4.)

The foregoing conduct constitutes professional misconduct
in

discharging the functions of a licen
see in

violation N .J.S.A. 45:l-21(e); evidences an incapacity of

a manner consistent with

violation of N
.J .S.A .

the public/s health
, safety, and welfare in

45:l-2l(i); and/or demonstrates a failure to fulfill th
e ongoing

Respondent's insertion of his

Respondent's conduct

Respondent's application of body oil t
o



statutory requirement of good moral

45:148-14 (b).

character pursuant to N
.J.S .A .

Respondent's conduct failed to

13:42-l0.6(a)5

treated ethically and

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(h).

WHEREFORE, Complainant demands judgment against 
respondent as

follows:

N .J .A .C .

conform to the requirement

that research participants be

thus a basis for disciplinary 
action

The temporary and 'permanent suspe
nsion or revocatioh of

the respondent's license to practice 
psychology in the State of New

Jersey ;

directing respondent to undergo a psychological
evaluation of his fitness to practice 

psychology;

Imposition of penalties for each sepa
rate unlawful act;

Costs, including investigative costs
, fees for expert

witnesses, and costs of trial
, including transcripts; and

Such other and further relief as th
e Board shall deem

just and appropriate.

An Order

PETER V RN RO
ATTORN Y ENERAL N JERSEY

By :
usan C. B rg r

Deputy A orney General

Dated : November 23
, 1998


