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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PURBRLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS

IN THE MATTER OF

RICHARD M. SAMUELS, Ph.D : Administrative Action
License #1060 :
CONSENT ORDER

LICENSED TO PRACTICE PSYCHOLOGY :
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

This matter was opened to the State Board of Psychological
Examiners ("Board") upon a complaint by D.K. and J.P. regarding the
practice of psychology by Richard M. Samuels ("respondent") .
Specifically, D.K. and J.P. complained, among other things, that
respondent was an expert psychologist for A.K. in a child custody
dispute and then became a treating psychologist for A .K.; that
respondent made a custody recommendation without examining the
mother, D.K.; that respondent bartered services with A.K. so that
A.K. received psychotherapeutic services from respondent in

exchange for respondent receiving dental services from A K.



Having reviewed the entire record, including respondent's
response, it appears to the Board that respondent entered into a
relationship with A.K. which & reasonable psychologist in similar
circumstances would expect to limit objectivity, impair
professional judgment or increase risk of exploitation in violation
of N.J.A.C 13:42-10.13.

It appearing that the respondent desires to resolve this
matter without further proceedings, and the Board finding the entry

of the Consent Order to be in the public interest,
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HEREBY ORDERED AND AGREED THAT

1. Respondent shall cease and desist from crossing
boundaries with clients and entering into relationships which may
create conflicts of interest with his clients.

2. Respondent is hereby assessed a civil penalty in the
amount of $2,500.00 for his violation of N.J.A.C 13:42-10.13. Said
penalty shall be paid by certified check or money order made
payable to the State of New Jersey and submitted to Paul Brush,
Executive Director, State Board of Psychological Examiners, 124
Halsey Street, Sixth Floor, New Jersey 07101 by no later than
fourteen days from the entry of the within Consent Order.

3. Respondent shall successfully complete continuing
education concerning ethics and boundary issues, which courses
shall be completed within six months of the entry of the within

Consent Order. Respondent may take the continuing education in



either New Jersey or Arizona. Prior to taking the course/courses,
respondent shall obtain from the Board approval of the
course/courses. Respondent shall also be required to submit to the
Board written proof of successful completion of the required course

work.
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I have read the within Consent Order
and understand its terms. I hereby
consent to its entry and to be bound
by the Consent Order's terms.

D>

chard Samuf}}, Ph.D
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