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JOHN J . FARMER, JR .
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY
Division of Law
124 Halsey Street, 5th Floor
P.O. Box 45029
Newarke New Jersey 07101

By: ' Jeri L. Warhaftig
Deputy Attorney General
Tel. No. (973) 648-7457

FILED WITH THE BOARD 0F
FSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS

0N

STATE OF NZW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LA# & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSDMER,AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OP PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS

)
IN THE MATTER OF THE SQSPENSION
OR REVOCATION OF THE LICESSE OF

PAUL J . PoRTl e PK .D .
License #3Q7i

TO PRACTICE PSYCHOLOGY IN THE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

CONJENY DADER

This matter was opened to the State Board of Psychological

Examiners upon the Attorney General's filing of an Order to Show

cause and Verified Complaint on December 7, 2000. Respondent filed

a narrative answer in the form of a nro at letter submitted to the

Board on December l5z 2000. The Verified Complatnt pertained to

Respondent 's treatment of four patlents and alleged conduct

Respondent which the Attorney General asserted constituted qrounds

for n'mmediate temporary suspension of licensure pursuant to

N .J.S.A . 45:1-22. On December 8, 2000, prior to commencement of

the hearing on the Order to Show Causee Réspondent agreed to the
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temporary suspenslon of his license pending the outcome plenary

hearing . That settlement was embodied in an Interim Board Order

filed December 2000.*

on or about January 2001 the Attorney General filed

'Notice of Motion seeking to amend the complaint to add additional

allegations pertaining to Respondent's alieged violation of the

December 19 Interim Board Order and allegations of misconduct

pertaining t.o two additional patients. That motion was granted a:
#

unopposed in an order dated February 7 r 2001 and the Amended
. k

Verified Complaint was filed by khe Board .

Hearing in the matter commenced before the State Board of

Psychological Examiners on February 2001- Respondent was

represented by Richard Banas, Esq. At that time, the State

presented the fact witnesses in its case. The hearing was

continued on April 9, 2001, at which time certain of the State's

exhibits were accepted into evidence, the State presented

expert witness, and rested . Respondent sought a one Week window of

opportunity within which to apprise the State and the Board as to

whether he intended to testify or to present any witnesses in

defense of this action. No communications wère forthcoming from

*A second interim order fiied January l0. 2001 embodied
Respondent # s agreement to remain temporarily suspended until the
'outcome of the plenary hearlng which was rescheduled to com ence on
February 26e 2001.
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Respondent and thus the Board scheduled closing arguments for June

2001-

On or about May 1e 2001,

the Morris County

'complaint againat' Respondent.

the Attorney General was contacted by

rosecutor # s of f ice and made aware a newP

On May

the state, provided a certification

2001, patlent Jill

who was previously unknown to

regarding her therapeutic experiences with Respondent and

allegations . of alieged sexually inappropriatp contact between

heryelf and Respondent over a period of time from May 1999 until

April 2001. Further, a clinician ln the mental health facility at

St. Clare 's Hospitai provided a certification detailing

Respondent es aileged attempts ko contact Jill F-g kho was a patient

in the faciïity. These attempts included representations that

Respondent was the patient's treating therapist and attempts by

Respondent to dlsguise identity while attempting Eo contact

Jill F. The Attorney General has determa'ned that the conduct aet

forth ih the newly received certifications constitutes violations

of Board 's statutes and regulations-

In lieu of furkher formal proceedings, Respondent hereby

aamlts to repeated violations of N.J-S-A - 45:1-21(c) (d) (i.e. gross

repeated acts of malpracticell repeated vlolatlons of N.J.S.A .

45:1-2l(e)(i-e. professional misconduct) and a demonstration of an

'This Order conforms to the Board' s
actual identity of the patient -

3

practice of shielding the
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incapacity tc practice

admlts to repeated

13:42-1Q.8(d) and 13:42-8.5 which regulatory

violations and failures conform to N .J.A .C.

violations form a

basis for disctplinary actlon pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45z1-21(h).

Respondent further admits to conduct ln direct violation the

interim order of the Board which conduct vlolates N-J-A -C . 13:45C-

1.4 and is therefore

The forgoing admissions pertain to the allegations of the Amended

Verlfied Complaint. Further, Respondent admits to violation of
. %

N.J.S.A- 45:1-21(c) and (d); violatlons of N.J.S.A- 45:1-21(e)J

incapacity to discharge the functions of a licensee in violation of

45:1-2l(i) and vioïations of N.J.A.C. 13:42-10-8 and 10.9, in

violation of N.J-S.A. 4S:1-2l(h) with regard to his interactions

a violation of N.J.S.A . 45:1-21(e) and

with patient Jill F.

The Board having determined tha't the within diNposition

adequately protective of the public healthe safety and weifaree and

the Respondent being desirous of avoiding further formal

N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(i) Further, Respondent

proceedings in the matter:
-  - p

IT Is oN Tuzs J > DAy or

oRDEsso:

. 2001)

Respondent's Aicense to practice psychology in the state

of New Jersey is hereby permanently surrendered with prejudice

any future reappiication. Said surrender shall be deemed

revocation with prejudice.
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2. Respcndent aeksowledges that hta surronder of licenaure

rorders him ineltqible to practiue in an exempt aotting as set

forth in N.J-A.C. 13:42-1.6.

3. Respoudent Nhail conforx to the standard pDirectives''

ittacsed hereto and made a parL hereof. Respondent aqree co carry

out the instructions set forth ïn paragrap: one of tàe Oirecttves

within five days ol the filing date ef the within Order.

4. Respondent ssall pay costA in thif matker to include

êxpert vitnes: fees, investigation expensea and transcription fees.

Satd costa shall be establlshcd by the Attorney General in filod

eertiftcattons no later than 45 days arcer entry of the wtchin

Drder- Respondent shall Pay the cost: so eatablished within 15

days of reoetpt of the Attorney General'/ aubmission. A

Certificate og Debt in the full amount of oosts ahall be filed by

thê Board in L5e event thaL Respendent haa nok patd Mhe costs

pursuanE to the terms of tbi raçraph-

$ ,
Kennoth G. oy, Kd -. Chair
state Board of Psgchological Examiaera

z have read and understood tbe
order And agree to be bound by its
te Conse t ls herqby given to
t Bo to enter this order.

Paul J Forti, Ph-d.

Cons t aa o rm z

Richard ganasy Ssq-

wtkhin
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disbursements incurred on the
effective date of the suspension,

patient's behalf prior to the
revocation or surrender-

s) Use of the professional premiles. The disciplined licensee
may allow another licensee to use the office premises formerly
occupied by the disciplined licensee on the following conditions
only z

(a) The new Aicensee shall conduct the practice in every
respect as his/her own practice including billings. claim formm.
insurance provider numbers, telephone numbers, etc .

(b) The disciplined licensee may accept no portion of the
fees for professional services rendered by the new licensee.
whether by percentage of revenue, per capita patient, or by any
other device or design, however denominated. The disciplined
licensee may, howevere contract for or accept payment from the new
Aicensee for rent (not exceealng fair mxrket value) ,of the premises
and either dispose of or store any materials and equipment-

(c) No continued use of name of disciplined licensee or
personally owned office name or tax or provider identification
number.

Where the disciplined licensee was using an
individual 1R5 numh-r or where the licensee was the
sole member of an .incorporated professional
association or a corporatione the disciplined
licensee may contract to rent the office premises
to a new practitioner. The new practitioner may
use his/her own name and own provider number on al1
bills and and insurance claim forms. Neither the
name nor the number of the disciplined licensee may
be used . When the licehàe of a sole practitioner
has been revoked, a trade name must be cancelled
and a professional service corporation muat be
dissolved- '

Where the disciplined licensee
profeaaional group which uses a group-type name
such as the ABC Psychological Group. the
disciplined Aicensee must arrange to have his/her
name deletede covered up or otherwise obliterated
on a11 office signs, advertisements published by
the group arter the effective date of the Board
diaciplinary order and on al1 printed billings and
stationery. The other group members may continue
to function under the incorporated or trade namee
minus the name of the disciplined licensee, and may
continue to use its corporate or professional

is a member of a

identification number-

(9) Report promptly to the Board compliance with each directive
of the order requiring moneys to be reimbursed to patienta or to



other persons or third party payors.
reports or other special conditlons of

(iO) A practitioner
actively suspended for
as follows:

a) Promptly require the publishers of any professional
directory and any other professional list in which such licensee's
name is known by the disciplined licensee to appear to remove any
such listing.

b) Promptiy require any and a11 telephone companies to
remove the practitioner's listing in any telephone directory
indicaeing that such practitioner is a practicing professional-

and regarding supervisory
the order.

whose licenge is surrendered , revoked or
one year or more shall èonduct him/herself

(IA) A practitioner whose practice privileges aye affected by a
Board disciplinary order shall, within 90 days after the effective

. 
date of the Board order/ file with the Executive Director of the
Board a detailed affidavit specifying by correlatively lettered and
numbered paragraphs how such person has fully complied with this
directive. The affidavit shall also set forth the residence or
other address and telephone number to which communications may be
directed to such person. Any change in the residence, address or
telephone number shall be promptly reported to the Executive

Director.
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