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ATIORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY 
Division of Law 
124 Halsey Street 
P.O. Box 45029 
Newark, New Jersey 07101 
Attorney for State Board of Mortuary Science 

By: Jodi C. Krugman 
Deputy Attorney General 
(973) 648-2975 

ON 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE BOARD OF MORTUARY SCIENCE 

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION OR 
REVOCATION OF THE REGISTRATION OF: 

ECKMAN FUNERAL HOME 
Registration No. JB00480 

TO OPERATE REGISTERED MORTUARIES 
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

and 

KAREN BRADY-ECKMAN (unlicensed) 

Administrative Action 

CONSENT ORDER 

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of Mortuary Science (hereinafter "the 

Board") upon receipt of information that alleged that unlicensed persons were making funeral 

arrangements at Eckman Funeral Home. Specifically, it has been alleged that Karen Brady-Eckman, 

an unlicensed owner of the funeral home. was making arrangements, signing her own name or the 

name of a licensee to various documents. all of which was done with the knowledge of the manager, 

licensee George J. Govich. In addition, the funeral home registration and Mr. Govich's license had 

lapsed. On June 5, 2001, George Govich and Karen Brady-Eckman appeared without counsel at 

investigative inquiries into the matter held by the Board. 

Having reviewed the entire record, Including the testimony of Karen Brady-Eckman and George 

Govich at the investigative Inquiries where both admitted that Ms. Brady-Eckman made pre-need and 
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at need funeral arrongements at the funeral home, and signed her name and Mr. Govlch's name on 

various documents, Including Statements of Funeral Goods and Services Selected and Death 

Certificates, and that for almost all arrangements the Statements of Funeral Goods and Services were 

not signed by a licensed funeral director or the consumer, it appears to the Board that Mr. Govich 

permitted Ms. Brady-Eckman to make both pre-need and at need funeral arrangements in violation of 

N.J.S.A, 45:7-47 and -83 and N.J.AC 13:36-4.9,-5.15,-8,9 and -11.2, and to sign his name on 

Statements of Funeral Goods and Services Selected, Death Certificates and other funeral home 

documents which are required to be signed by a licensed funeral director, in violation of~ 45:7-

85, N.,!.S.A. 26:6-6 and N.J.A.C. 13:36-1.9(f). The Board also finds that in most arrangements the 

Statements of Funeral Goods and Services Selected were not signed by a licensed funeral director and 

the consumer, in violation of N.J.A.C 13:36-1.9(1), and that the Statement of Funeral Goods and 

Services improperly contained a promissory note or contract in violation of N.J.A.C. 13:36·1.9(b) and 

(c). In addition, the Board finds that during an inspection, the funeral home's preparation room was 

in violation of N J A C 13:36-5.6, in that there was no grooved director equal, there were bins 

overflowing with dirty linens, the slop sink was unclean, the embalming table contained dried blood, and 

the overall condition of the room was unsanftary. Moreover, the Board finds that the funeral home was 

operating as a mortuary without a valid registration for the period January 1, 1998 until December 5, 

2000, and respondent Govich was practicing mortuary science without a valid license from March 1, 

1999 until December 5, 2000. 

These facts establish basis for disciplinary action pursuant to .!i...LS,i'..c 45:1·21 (e), (h) and (n). 

It appearing that respondents desire to resolve this matter without recourse to formal proceedings, and 

the Board finding that entry of this order would adequately protect the public, in the interests of justice 

and for good cause shown:j::f 

ITISONTHIS?-0 DAYOFJR-~1--UL/ 2001, 

HEREBY ORDERED AND AGREED THAT: 
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1. The registration of Respondent Eckman Funeral Home shall be and hereby is 

suspended for a period of six (6) years, the first sixty days of which shall be a period of active 

suspension, and the remainder of which shall be stayed and served as a perlod of probation, 

contingent on compliance with all of the terms of this Consent Order and all laws governing mortl.laries. 

The active period of suspension shall begin December 31, 2001. In the event of any violation of this 

Consent Order by or at ECkman Funeral Home, the stayed portion of the suspension shall immediately 

become active. 

2. During the perlod of active suspension, Eckman Funeral Home shall take all necessary 

actions to ensure that the mortuary is and will be In compliance with all applicable law, including, but 

not limited to. engaging the services of a new manager, revising all funeral home docl.lments, 

advertisements and signs to reflect the change in manager, altering the forms to remove the contract 

on the ootto,., vr Urt> luun, "'Kl ensunng tnat tne preparation room 1s clean and contains all necessary 

equipment. 

3. Anne)(ed to this Consent Order is a certification of the manager of Eckman Funeral 

Home, attesting to a complete listing of current preneed accounts maintained by the funeral home (the 

names of the preneed account holders have been redacted to protect confidentiality), The certification 

fl.lrther provides that all preneed arrangements were reviewed by a currently licensed New Jersey 

funeral director, who signed all of the documents required by law to be signed by a licensed funeral 

director. In the event that any of the preneed arrangements on the attached list becomes at-need 

during the period of active suspension, the funeral may be held at Eckman Funeral Home under the 

direction of a New Jersey licensed funeral director engaged for that purpose. All records for the 

funeral, Including both praneed and at-need records, shall be forwarded to the Board no later than fiVe 

days after the fl.lneral. This provision applies solely to the preneed accounts identified on the 

cortification annexed to this Consent Order. Eckman Funeral Home or anyone acting on Its behalf may 

not enter into any preneed arrangements or new at-need arrangements during the period of active 
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suspension, nor may they perform at-need arrangements for any preneed accounts that are not 

identified on the attached list. 

4. On or about February 15, 2002, unless a representative of respondent Eckman Funeral 

Home contacts the Board to request a delay, the premises will be reinspected. The registration of 

respondent Eckman Funeral Home shall not be returned to active status until the Board has an 

opportunity to review the results of a reinspectlon and is satisfied, in its sole discretion, that there has 

been full compliance with the requirements of this Consent Order and all laws governing mortuaries. 

In the event of a finding of non-compliance with this Consent Order or any other law, the stayed portion 

of the suspension shall become active until such time as Eckman Funeral Home demonstrates 

compliance to the Board. 

5. All managers of the Eckman Funeral Home during the period of the active or stayed 

suspension shall be provided with a copy of this Consent Order by respondent Brady-Eckman, and the 

manager shall notify the Board In writing that he or she has reviewed this Consent Order and 

understands the obligations set forth herein. 

6. Respondent Eckman Funeral Home is hereby assessed civil penalties, pursuant to 

N J SA. 45;1-22, In the amount of $60,000, for operating as a mortuary without a valid registration, 

failing to maintain a preparation room in appropriate condition and with the necessary equipment, using 

a Statement of Funeral Goods and Services Selected that improperly contains a contract, end for 

almost all arrangements made by the funeral home, including approximately sixty reviewed by the 

Board, failing to have the Statement of Funeral Goods and Services Selected signed by a licensed 

funeral director and the consumer. Payment of the civil penalties shall be by certified check or money 

order made payable to the State of New Jersey and shall be sent to Paul C. Brush, Executive Director, 

124 Halsey Street, Sixth Floor, P.O. Box 45009, Newark, New Jersey 07101. The $60,000 in civil 

penalties shall be paid in twenty-four monthly payments of $2,500 per payment. The first payment shall 

be due within thirty (30) days of the entry of this Consent Order, and subsequent payments shall 
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continue to be due by the first of each month thereafter until all twenty-four payments are completed. 

In the event that respondent Eckman Funeral Home does not make a timely payment, the full balance 

will immediately become due. Moreover, if Eckman Funeral Home is sold prior to the payment of all 

sums due pursuant to this Consent Order, the full balance will immediately become due and payable 

from the proceeds of that sale prior to all oltler debts as permitted by law. Subsequent violations will 

subject respondent to enhanced penalties pursuant to 1:LJ sA 45:1-25. 

7. Respondent Eckman Funeral Home is assessed the costs of the investigation to the 

State in this matter in the amount of $6,873.86. Payment for the costs shall be by certified ch!!!ek or 

money order made payable to the State of New Jersey and submitted to the Board contemporaneously 

with the entry of this Consent Order. Payment shall be sent to Paul c. Brush, Executive Director, at· 

the address set forth In paragraph #S. 

8. Failure to remit any payment as required by this Order will result in the filing of a 

certificate of debt, as well as such other action as permitted by law. 

9. Respondent Eckman Funer:;ol Home shall cease and desist from permitting unlicensed 

personnel to make funeral arrangements or sign documents that are required to be signed by a 

licensed funeral director. Respondents shall ensure that the Statement of Funeral Goods and Services 

Selected Is always signed by a licensee and the consumer, as required by Board regulations. 

10. Respondent Karen Brady-Eckman, as an unlicensed person, unless and until licensed, 

is enjoined from performing any services required to be petformed by a licensed funeral director. She 

shall not be present in the funeral home while people are making funeral arrangements, whether pre

need or at need. She shall not hold herself out in any manner as a funeral director or as being 

authorized to make funeral arrangements. In the event she chooses to attend a public viewing or 

funeral arranged by a licensed funeral director from or at Eckman Funeral Home, &he sh:;,ll not be 

permitted to aceompany the funeral director, make announcements or committal prayers, or participate 

In any aspect of the funeral procession, including, withoutlimitatlon. driving or traveling in any funeral 
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home vehicle. Respondent Brady-Eckman may not indicate that she is participating in the funeral in 

any capacity other than as a member of the family or of !he public, as appropriate. 

11. For all public viewings or funerals arranged by a licensed funeral director for or at 

Eckman Funeral Home that are attended by Karen Brady-Eckman, the funeral home's manager shall 

maintain a log listing the name of the deceased, the date of the funeral, whether it was attended by Ms. 

Brady-Eckman, and Jist the events she attended (for example: viewing, funeral ceremony, cemetery). 

The log is to be available to the Board upon request The manager of the funeral home is responsible 

for ensuring compliance with the terms of this Consent Order. 

By: 
Gerald P. Scala, Esq. 
President 

I have read and understand the within 
Consent Order and agree to be bound 
by its terms. Consent · hereby given to 
the. B ar ente h' Order. 

Consent · given as to form: 

Louis Cohen, Esq. 
Attorney for Eckman Funeral Home and 
Karen Brady-Eckman 
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