


By Decision and Order effective September 24
, 1998 before

the Medical Board of the State of California
, respondent entered

into an agreement which revoked respondent 's license practi
ce

medicine in California, which revocation was stayed and respond
ent

placed on probation for five years
. During the period of probation

respondent must have a third party present whilq examining

treating female patients under the age of 18 years
, and within 90

days of the effective date the Order he must attend a Board

approved sensitivity program . Respondent must
, at all times, keep

the Medical Board of California apprised of business and residence

addresses in compliance with the Board 's probation surveillance

program .

Respondent admitted that he had engaged in unprofessional

conduct in so far as the manner in which respondent communicated

with a minor female patient
.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Respondent's actions as set forth herein constitute

professional misconduct in violation 6f N
.J.S.A. 45:1-21(e). In

addition , the disciplinary action taken against 
respondent's

license by the Medical Board of the State of California provides

grounds for discipline pursuant to N
.J.S.A. 45:1-2l(g).





reviewed by the Board
, and the

Board determined that further ne
cessary and

that no material discrepancies had been

that because

raised . The Board found

respondent acted unprofessionally
, there a basis

submissiondiscipline him in this State
. The Board considered the

the California

unpersuaded by

materials merited

dispute the Findings of Fact

Deputy Attorney General
, but was ultimately

The Board was not persuaded that the submitted

further consideration , as respondent did not

Law .Conclusions

proceedings were

Respondent's submissions were

ACCORDINGLY,

ORDERED that:

on this 22nd day of January 
, 200'.2

Respondent's license to practice medicine and 
surgery in

the State of New Jersey is hereby suspended for five years .

Prior to commencing practice in New Jers
ey, respondent

shall be required to appear before a committee of the Board to

demonstrate his fitness to practice medicine in this State . Any
medical practice in New Jersey prior to said appearance shall

constitute grounds for automatic revocati
on New Jersey

license. In addition
, the Board reserves the right place

restrictions of respondent's practice should hi
s license be

reinstated .
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The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplin, nx.!-y Order is hereby

adopted as the Decision and Order of the Division of Medical Quality, Medical

Board of California, Depar% ent of Consumer Affairs
, Sute of California.

This Decision shall become effective on Se p t emb er 24 , 19 98 
.

Order Dated h tl :tl s t 2 5 , 19 9 8 .
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1 cross-examine witnesses against him, his right to the use of

2 subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the

3 production of documents in b0th defense and mitigation of the

4 charges, his right to reconsideration , court review and any and

5 all other rights accorded by the California Administrative

6 Procedure Act and other applicable laws .

7 8. Respondent knowingly, voluntarily and irrevocably

8 waives and gives up each of these rights .

9 9. Respondent admits the truth of those portions of

10 the allegations of the Accusation No . 17-95-58554 which allege

11 the status of the parties and the jurisdiction of the Division of

12 Medical Quality of the Medical Board of California. Respondent

13 further admits the truth of those portions of said Accusation

14 which allege unprofessional conduct in so far as they address the

15 manner in which respondent communicated with a minor female

16 patient. Respondent does not admit that he committed any sexual

17 misconduct pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 726
.

18 Respondent agrees to be bound by the Division's Disciplinary

19 Order as set forth below .

20 10. Based cn the foregoing admissions and stipulated

21 matters, the parties agree that the Division shall, without

22 further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the

23 following order:

24

25 DISCIPLINARY ORDER

26 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician and Surgeon

27 çertific/te No. A-50292 issued to Hitesh D. Patel, M .D . is

3 .





1 hardship . The filing of bankruptcy by the respondent shall not

2 relieve the respondent of his responsibility to reimburse the

3 Division for its investigative and prosecution costs .

4 11. PROBAN ON cosTs Respondent shall pay the costs

5 associated with probation monitoring each and every year of

6 probation, which are currently set at one thousand, five hundred

7 dollars, $1,500.00 but may be adjusted on an annual basis. Such

8 costs shall be payable to the Division of Medical Quality and

9 delivered to the designated probation surveillance monitor at the

10 beginning of each calendar year. Failure to pay costs within 30

11 days of the due date shall constitute a violation of probation.

12 l2. LICENSE SURRENDER Following the effective date of

13 this decision, if respondent ceases practicing due to retirement,

14 health reasons or is otherwise unable to satisfy the terms and

15 conditions of probation, respondent may voluntarily tender his

16 certificate to the Board . The Division reserves the right to

17 evaluate the respondent's request and to exercise its discretion

18 whether to grant the request, or to take any other action deemed

19 appropriate and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal

20 acceptance of the tendered license, respondent will not longer be

21 subject to the terms and conditions of probation.

22 CONTEVGENCY

23 This stipulation shall be subject to the approval of

24 the Division of Medical Quality. Respondent understands and

25 agrees that Board staff and counsel for complainant may

26 communicate directly with the Division regarding this stipulation

2 7 / / /
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1 ENDO ILSEG NT

2 The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary

3 order is hereby respectfully submitted for the consideration of

4 the Division of Medical Quality , Medical Board of California

5 Department of Consum r Af airs . '
'J .:.1. Ti .6 DATED :

7
DANIEL E . LIJNGREN, Attorney General

8 of the State of California

s - 
.k

10 GL R A A . BARRIOS
De y Attorney General

11
Attorneys for Complainant

12 .

13

14

15 Exhibit: Accusation

16 shell.stp (1197 rev!

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27
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1 DANIEL E. LUNGREN, Attorney General
of the State of California RLED

2 GLURIA A. BARRTOS, STATE BAR NO . 94811 ETA;E OFCALIFORNZD
eputy Attorney General MEDICAL BOAFD 0F CILIFORHIA

California Department of Justice
SAC AMENTOL/YM/Y'/Z.G 1 19 9-130O South Spring Street , Suite 52 12

4 Los M geles t Cali f ornia 90 0 13 - 12 33 BY ANALïST
Telephone : (2 13 ) 8 97 - 8 8 54

5
At torneys f or Complainant

6

7 BEFORE THE
DIW SION OF G DICAL QUM ,IW

8 G DICAL BOAND OF CM A ORNIA
DEPARM NT OF CONSM R AFFAm S

9 STATE OF CM A ORNIA

10

11 In the Matter of the Accusation ) Case No . 17-95-58554
Against: )

12 )
HITESH D . PATEL, M.D . , ) A C C U S A T I O N

13 124 70 Hazeltine Drive )
Tustin . Calif ornia )

l 4 9 2 6 8 0 )
)

15 Physician and Surgeon's Certificate )
No. A-50292, )

16 Respondent . )
)

17

18 The Complainant alleges:

19 PARTEES

20 1 . Ron Joseph (hereinafter ''Complainant'') brings this

21 accusation solely in his official capacity as the Executive

22 Director of the Medical Board of California (hereinafter the

23 ''Board'')

24 2 . On or about December 17, 1991, Physician and

25 Surgeon's Certificate No . A-50292 was issued by Lhe Board Hitesh

26 ///

///
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2

Repeated negligent

Incompetence .

(e) The commission of

4

9

l 0

18

19

any act involving dishonesty

corruption which substantially related

qualifications , functions, duties of a physicia
n and

Surgeon .

1Secti
on of the Code provides that the i

!

1commission of any act sexual abuse
. misconduct , or !

i' jrelations with a patient
, client, or customer constitutes 

j
unprofessional conduct and grounds

action for any person licensed under this division, under

any initiative act referred to in this divisio
n and under

Chapter (commencing with Section 9000) of Division

Section 16.01 of the 1997/1998 Budget Act

the State of California provides
, in pertinent part

, that':

''(a) No funds appropriated by this act may be expended to

pay any Medi-cal claim any service performed b
y

physician while that physician's license is und
er suspension

or revocation due to disciplinary action of the Medical Board

of California .

''(b) No funds may be expended

pay Medi-cal claim any surgical services 
other

invasive procedure performed on any Medi
- cal beneficiary by

physïcian that physician has been placed on probation

disciplinary action of the Medical Board C
alifornia

related performance that specifi
c service

procedure- on any patient , except in any case where

appropriated by this act



1
l
tB Patient C .V .V '1 .

2 1 . On or about December 18 , 1992, patient C .V .

3 went to Children's Hospital for a check up for her asth
m a .

I4 Patient C.V . was seeing respondent for the first ti
me .

5 Patient C.V . was fifteen years old
.

6 2 . Patient C .V. was accompanied in the examination

7 room by her mother . Respondent asked patient C
. V . general

8 questions about her asthma
. Respondent asked patient C .V . to

9 1ie down on the exatination table and remove her bra .

10 Respondent pressed his fingers against patient C
.V .'s stomach,

11 chest and breast .

12 ' 3. Patient C .V . mentioned she had a rash on the

13 back of her thighs . Respondent asked patient C .V . to pull

14 down her pants . He looked at the back of her thighs
.

IS 4 . Respondent took patient C .V. to another
16 examination room . Patient C.V.'S mother did not accompany

17 them . Respondent administered a breathing test to patient

18 C .V . He was very friendly to her and asked her if she had a

19 boyfriend . Respondent asked patient C
.V. questions about

20 patient C .V.'S boyfriend . He asked her whether she and her

21 boyfriend had sexual intercourse . Respondent asked patient

22 C.V if she wanted to step outside so that he could ask her

23 some personal questions . Respondent told patient C .V . there

l24 was something wrong with the breathing 
machine because the j

25

26 1. Al1 patient references in this pleading are by initials
only . The true name of the patient shall be revealed to respondent

27 upon his request for discovery pursuant to Government Code section
11507 .6 .

S .
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1 T-IRRD- CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE-

2 (Repeated Negligent Acts)

3 6. Respondent Hitesh D. Patel. M . D., is subject to
4 disciplinary action under section 2234

, subdivisicn (c) of the Code

5 in that he committed sexual misconduct with a minor female patient
. .

6 Respondent also misrepresented the nature of his discipline by the

7 New Jersey Board to his employer, Children's Hospital Los Angeles
.

8 The circumstances are as follows:

9 A . Complainant herebz incorporates by reference

10 paragraph 4, subparagraphs A and B .

11

12 FOURTH CAUSE FOR DISCV LM

13 (Incompetence)

14 7. Respondent Hitesh D . Patel, M.D., is subject to

15 disciplinary action under section 2234 , subdivision (d) of the Code

16 in that he committed sexual misconduct with a minor female patient
.

17 Respondent also misrepresented the nature of his discipline by the

18 New Jersey Board to his employer, Children 's Hospital Los Angeles
.

19 The circumstances are as follows:

20 A . Complainant hereby incorporates by reference

21 paragraph 4, subparagraph B .

I
22 FIFI'H CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

23 (Dishonest and Corrupt Acts )

24 8 . Respondent Hitesh D. Patel, M .D., is subject to

25 disciplinary action under section 2234 , subdivision (e) of the Code

26 in that he committed sexual misconduct with a minor female patient

27 and sexually harassed a female secretary
. Respondent also

l9.



1 Taking such other and

deems necessary and proper
.

further action as the

3

4

DATED ; December l , 1997 
.

6

8

9

C

Ron Josep
Executive Director
Medical Board of California
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

Complainant

11

12

14

15

17

18

20

2 1

24

25


