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STATE OF NEW JERSEY i
DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY |
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS '
STATE BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION:

OR REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE OF: Administrative Action

DOROTHY NEDDERMEYER, LCSW

To Practice Social Work I CONSENT ORDER
In the State of New Jersey :

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of Social

Work Examiners (hereinafter “the Board") wupon receipt of
information that Dorothy Neddermeyer (hereinafter "regpondent®),
Licensed Clinical Social Worker (hereinafter "LCSW") violated the

Social Workers' Licensing Act while providing therapy to E.T. for

approximately four and a half years. Specifically, the information
disclosed that while providing theraéy, respondent egregiously

crossed professional boundaries.



On July 17, 2001 respondent appeared with counsel Patrick

Czllahan, Esdg. fFfor an investigative inquiry into the matter.

Respondent stated that she diagnosed and treated E.T. for Multiple
Personality Disorder (“MPD¥) although respondent’s only training in
MPD was participating in some workshops at a three day conference
and doin§ independent reading on the subject. While respondent

denied some of the allegations made by E.T., she admitted to

numerous boundary violations while E.T. was a client. The boundary
violations included in part the following: respondent and E.T.
engaged in inappropriate displays of affection; respondent invited
E.T. to socialiie with respondent’s faﬁily; respondent and E.T.
exchanged gifts -and cardé of endearment; and E.T. assisted
respondent in certain aspects of respondent’s personal life.

Respondent stated that therapy terminated in approximately
January 1996. It was iespondent;s opinion that at the time ofl
termination, E.T. still had issues to resolve in thefapy. Despite
the long therapeutic relationship and respondent’s opinion that
£.7. was still in need of therapy, respondent admits that once the
therapy relationship was terminated; a personal relationship
continued between respondent and E.T. for almost another year;
during which time, respondent and E.T. socialized on a regular
basis. _

Having reviewed the entire record, including the report by the

Enforcement Bureau and the testimonies of witnesses and respondent

at the investigative inquiries, it appears to the Board that
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&R y-2i{ey and  (h). Further,

- had been revoked.

responderit's relationship with E.T. croesed the professional

boundaries Dbetween . therapist snd elient, thereby limiting

respondent 's objectivity, impairing her profESsional judgment, and -

increasing the risk of exploitation in wviolation of N.I.5.C.

13:44G-10.4, providing a basis for discipline pursuant to¢ N.J.S.A.

it appears to the Board that

regpondent engaged in DIO"FEEESLOD.&I migconduct pursuant to N..J.S.A.

45:1-21 (e) when respondent diagnosed and treated E.T.

foxr MPD
without having sufficient kﬁowledge and experience, and when
respondent engaged in a personal relationship with E.T. immediately

following the termination of therapy.

It appearing that ‘respondent desires to resolve this matter
without recourse to formal proceedlngs and for good cause shown
~ IT IS ON THIS 13 DAY OF\)‘Y"M 2002,

HEREBY ORDERED AND AGREED THAT:

1. Respondent's license to practice social work in the State

of New Jersey is hereby wvoluntarily surrendered. Said voluntary
surreﬁder shall have the same force and effect as if her license
Fourteen days from the entry of the within
Consent Order, respondent shall terminate 311 her clients, giving

them appropriate referrals and records.

2, Upon respondent's signing of the within Consent Order,

respondent shall immediately return by registered mail her New
Jersey license to Leslie Aronson, Execﬁtive Director, State Board

of Social Work Examiners, P.O. Box 45033, Newark, New Jersey 07101.



-8hall not have leave to reapply for five yvears fol

3. Respondent shall not hold ‘herself cut as a social worker

O practice social work in thip State ©¥ any. othexr state, including

but oot limited to exempt settings as defined in' N.J.8.A, 45:15BB-
5.

4.

Based upon the egregious boundary vielations, respondént.

Howing the entry

cf the '?ina1  Order at which time the anrd will congider

respondent’s fitness to resume practiCe.

In addition, the Board

reserves the right to place restrictions on respondent's practice

should she ever seek llcensure reinstatement .

L Respondent is hereby reprimanded for her unprofessional

conduct w1th her client E.T.

6. Respondent ig hereby assessed a civil

Penalty in the

amount of three thousand dollars ($3,000.00) for having crossed

in wviolation of NodJd.A.C. 13:44G-10.4,

providing a basis for discipline pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1- 21(e)
and (h),

professional boundaries

and for professlonal mlsconduct pursuant to N.J.S. A, 45:1-
21(e). '

'7. Respondent shall pay the costs of the investigation of

this matter in the amount of two thousand, one hundred and thirty-

two dollars ($2,132.00)

8. Respondent shall pay the above penalty and cost, totaling

five thousand, one hundred and thirty-two dollars ($5,132.00), in

twenty monthly installments with the first installment being in the

amount of three hundred'and,eighty—two dollars ($382.00) énd the




remaining nineteen installments being in the amount of two hundred

and fifty dollars ($250.00) . fhe £ixet Payment shall be due by the

first day of the month folloﬁing respondent’

Consent Order, ang all subsequent payments are due every month on

Oor before the first day of the month until the total amount is

paid. x11 paymente shall be by certified check or money order,

payable to the State 0L FKew J6rsey, and sent to Leglie Aronson,
Executive Director, State Board of Social_Work Examiners, P.O. Box

45033, Newark, New Jersey 07101,

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF
SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS

Mariagngs Lattimer, Ph.D, M3, “LCSW

I.have read the within Consent Order
and understand its termg. I hereby
consent to its entry and to be bound
by the Consent Order’s terms

Wyl i & ’ ,f

Dorothy Neddermeye
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8 signing of the within -




