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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER A FFAIRS
BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS

IX THE MATTZA 'UF THE SUSPENSIQN:
OR REVOCATROX OF THE LICENSE OF:

M ICHAEL KO SACOFF Ph .D
:

TO PRACTICE PSYCHQLOGY IN THE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Administrative Action

CONSENT ORDER

This Jersey

receipt of complaints fromPsychological Examiners (''Board'')

S.B., J.L., L.L .,

Michael Kosacoff CXrespondent'').

respondent appeared counselr

September

Werner, Esq.

2002,

investigative inquiry

Subsequently, Board reviewed

committee Board .

record investigation

respondent.testimony

New Jersey,

private practice

licensed Jersey

New



'% sychotherapy''P

Regarding

became a client

according

not required.

appears

respondent, licensure

respondent

therapeutic relationship ended

Respondent's November patient

during session, respondent terminated therapeutic

relationship because become

Respondent admitted approximately

termination respondent

romantic relationship . Some beginning

December personal relationship

respondent.

appears

respondent office

Respondent testified that he was

on or about 2000,

his New York office, and the

November

Regarding had been in therapy with

aware that J.L. and S.B. had been

romantically involved with one another just respondent

romantic relationship Respondent testified

that, among other issues, there been regular suicidal

therapy During

respondent was romantically involved with S . B .,

by telephone was

wanted to kill himself,

period that

communicated

at home, that he

plans and means

did not want to go to the

2



hospital, respondent stayed

time and advised him to smoke

telephone with J.L.

marijuana and look at a candle which

would induce hypnosis. It appears instructed and

then fell asleep night .

it appears that L .L .Regarding L .L.,

a former the New York

office for a number of years. L.L. alleged respondent

improper disclosures clients and

improperly disclosed information about

Additionallyr L .L. claimed that respondent

Respondenf- testified that occasion
, and had met

a movie.

Board finds

described conduct

m atter,

constitutes engagement

that

gross malpractice

and violationgross incompetence,

Board regulation

professional misconduct,

the meaning N .J.S.A . 45:l-21(c),

respectively. Further,

with S.B. respondent has entered

relationships reasonable psychologist similar

circumstances

professional judgment or increase risk of

objectivity, impair

N.J.S.A. l3:42-lO.l3(b)

resort to formal proceedings, and the Board

others.

had socialized with her.

having determined that



the following provisions are protective

welfare, and good cause shown,

IS ON THIS / DAY OF -Z
HEREBY ORDERED AND AGREED THAT:

license respondent Michael

State

Kosacoff,

hereby suspended

a period

New

first

suspension

suspension

and remaining three years

stayed served period probation .

suspension shall commence thirty

Consent Order.

suspension

period

fntry

given

respondent practices psychology

jurisdiction. During time

license is

'VDirective Regarding

Has Been Suspended/Revoked and

of which

during

other

respondent's

comply in every regard

Board Licensee Who

Professional Premisesr''

part hereof

the public interest and

entirety.

commencement

respondent shall submit to the

clients (identified

transfer referral

Board, in writing,

initials indication



be assessed costs State

matter in the amount of eight thousand, two hundred and sixty-

seven dollars ($8,267.00).

Respondent shall be assessed a

of $7,500.00.

Respondent

and penalty, totaling

sixty-seven dollarsfifteen thousand, hundred

($15,767.00), thirty-six

payment being

consecutive , monthly payznent &

f our hundred

($471.00), and

Payments

dollars

hundred thirty-seven

($137.00).

October 1, and

first payment

remaining thirty-five payments shall

before penalty

Payment

order, payable to

Executive Director,

by certified check or money

State of New Jersey, and sent to Carol Clark,

State Board of

Jersey If any payment is untimely,

immediately due and payable.amount shall be

Commencing upon

shall engage weekly psychotherapy

Order,

respondent

twenty-four therapist approved by

a minimum

Board,

completion twenty-four months,





COpy Consent Order, respondent shall

the Board

include informed evaluation respondent's

treatment

expressly understood

restrictions

agreed continued

licensure

strict compliance

ordered contingent

Upon

hearing shall

process

authorized

violated

reasonable

whatsoever,

notice, consistent

Board before representative

behalf. hearing

particular violation issue

sustained, violation may

disciplinary action.

STATE BOARD PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS
w

-  

. s  g/ ? , y .. #
Victoria Je fers, Ph .D.
Chair



have read and understand
the within Order and agree
to be bound by its terms.
Consent is hereby given
to the Board to enter this
Order.

z' . ,s.
z''

z'

l K aco , èh.D

Consent as to the form
of the der is hereby
given.

Christopher Barbrack, Esq.
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JAMES E. M CGREEVEY
Governor

-% in t t? gf X'ts-ctc 'J, crs cg
DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY

DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIR
.S

STATE BOAR.D OF PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS
124 HAUSEY STREET, 6TH FLCIOP., NEWARK NJ

DAvID SAMSON
Wl/cl/-zzcy General
RENl ERDos
Direclor

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 4501 7
Newark, NJ 07 1 01

(973) 504-6470

DIRECTIVE RE
-G-ARDING FUTURE ACTIVITI

-E-S
OF BQARD LJVQXSEE $VHO HAS BEEN SUSPENDED/

REVQU -D-A-ND USE OF THE PROFESSIONM  PREMISD

A practitioner whose license is sum ended or revoked er whose sun-ender of license with or
without prejudice has been accepted by the Board shall conduct hirnAerself as follows

.

Promptly d eliver to tbe Board the original license and cunent biennial registration.

Desist and refrain from the practice of psychology in any form eith
er as principal or as

employer or as employee or agent of another license or otber healti care provider
.

Iafonu eacb patient at the time of any inquizy of the suspended or revoked status of theii
censee. W hen a new licensee is selected by a patient

, the disciplined practitioner shall
promptly make available tlne original or a complete copy of the existing patient record to the
new licensee. If no new licensee is selected

, the record shallbe m ade available to the patient
-

Such delivery of record does not waive any riglat of the disciplined practitioner to claim
compensation earned forprior serdces lawfully rendered

.

Not occupy, share or use office space in which anoier lic
ensee practices psychology.

4)

5) fuznishingprofessional
to the practice of psychological
holding hinA erself out to the public a

-s being entitled to practice psychology or in any way
assurningto be apracticingprofessional such as a couc elor

,pl choierapist,psychoanalystth
erapist or othermental bealth care worker; or from adveztising or wziting in such a m nnner

as to convey to thepublic the impressionthat suchpersonis a legal pmctitioner or authorized ,'
. . .r-

..-yy ,yr,>- .to practice psychoiogy. This prollibition includes refzaîning duzing the period of sus
pension y t

..up?uu,
. jg #-@, - . :..z oyyy;y. $ .g. rjy y.or revocation from placement of any advertisement orprofessional listing in any advertisi

ng s Aojl ..,.+s4,g.'bility f6i 'prac'tice or good s'tnnaing
. Ihis'prohibition furtlae-r'-shall i1a'$,Y. Q'4''':. .,nt-;1: W-tryve1stf,medium suggesting elip 

,j ) y( ,,yy,xy.. . . ... .. , .
. 
, . . , . :z

' 

y j . . ; yjtinclude the prepnrntion of any report or appearance before any court or tribunal as an expert .ï., .')y.';t)
r' tlaxw.. ,yy(jkwitness unless the case involvei a matter handled pzior to being disciplined and unless the 

vs. .T $'K. Qstat'us of the licensee is disclosed in writing to the penon requesting such report or
appearance.

psychological senices, p'ving an opiaion as
or its application or any advice w1t

.1: relatîon thereto; from

Desist and refrain from

Ncw Jerlcy Is An Jrtptfc/ Opportunily Employer - Prinlecl on Recycled Paper and Recyclable



Not share in any fee for psychological services performed by any other lîcensee following
the Suspension, revocation or surrender of license

, but the practitioner m ay be
compensated for the reasonable value of the services lawfully rendered and disbursements
incun'eà on the patient's behalf prior to the effective date of the suspension

, revocation or
sun-ender.

Use of the professional prem ises. The disciplined licensee may allow another iîcensee to
use the office prem ises formerày occupied by the disciplined licensee on tbe following
conditions only:

8)

The new licensee shall conduct the practice in every respect as
his/her own practice including billings

, claim form s, insurance
provider numbers, telephone nllmbers, etc.

The disciptined licensee may accept no poMion of the fees for
professional services rendered by the new licensee

, whether by
percentage of revenue, per capita patient, or by any other device or
design, however denom inated. Tbe disciplined licensee m ay,
however, contract for or accept payment from  the new licensee for

rent (not exceeding fair znarket value) of the premises and either
dispose of or store any m aterials and equipm ent.

(c) No continued use of name of disciplined licensee or personally
owned office nam e or ta.x or provider identification number.

V/here the disciplined licensee was using an individual LRS
number or wbere the licensee was the sole m ember of an
incorporated professional association or a corporationo the
disciplined licensee m ay contract to rent the offce prernises to a
new practitioner. The new practitioner may use M s/ber own name
and own provîder num ber on all bills and insurance claim fonns.
Neither tlle name nor the number of the disciplined licensee m ay be
used. W hen the license of a sole practitioner ha-s been revoked, a
trade nam e must be cancelled and a professional service
cop oration m ust be dissolved.

W here the disciplined licensee is a member of a professional group
which uses a goup-type nam e such as the A-BC Psychological
Group, the

-
disciplined licensee must arrange to have hin er name

. .. k. . . . .. j-jj y r .deleted? èovered up or otherwise oblitemted on all ol ce signs
v
'
. ,!

advertisements published by the p-oup after the effective date of
the Board disciplinaly order and on a1l plinted billings and
stationery. The other goup m embers m ay continue to function
under the incoporated or trade nam e, minus the name of the
disciplined licensee, and m ay continue to use it-s corporate or
professional identification number.



Report prom ptly to the Board connpliance witi: eacl) dil-ecLive () f Ll)e order requiring
moneys to be reimburscd to patients o: to other perso

ns or Ll:il'tl party payers
, andregarding superviso

ry reports or cther special conditions of the order
.

Promptly require tht publishers of any professional directory and any other
professional list in which such Jîcensee's 

name is known by the disciplinedli
censee to appear to remove any such listing

.

(b) Promjtly require any and all telephone companies to rem ove tlae
practitioner's listing in any telephone directory indicating that such
practitioner is a practicing professional

.

A practitioner whose practice privileges are aff
ected by a Board disciplinaz'y order shall

,within 90 days after the effective date of the Bo
ard order, file with the Executive D irector

of the Board a deliled affidavit specifying by 
correlatively lettered and nurnbered

paragrap.hp hpy.y. such person has fuily complîed with this directive. 'T'he affdavit shallalso s
et fprth the residence or other address and telephone number to whichconununications nnay be directed to such perso

n. Any change in the residence
, address ortelephone num ber sball be promptly reporled to the Executive Director.
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