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PETER C. HARVEY
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY
Division of Law
124 Halsey Street
P.O. Box 45029
Newark, New Jersey 07101
Attorney for State Board of Dentistry

By: Nancy CostIlo Miller
Deputy Attorney General
973 648-4735

RECEIVED AND FILED
WITH THE

N.J. BOARD OF DENTISTRY
ON1-11rO3
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY
DIV!S!ON OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
BOARD OF DENTISTRY

IN THE MATTER OF

HAL M. HIRSCH, D.M.D.
License No. 0115812

LICENSED TO PRACTICE DENTISTRY
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Administrative Action

CONSENT ORDER
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This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of Dentistry "Board" upon receipt

of information that Hal M. Hirsch, D.M.D. "respondent", had performed a dental procedure on the

wrong tooth and had left a patient receiving nitrous oxide analgesia unsupervised during that

administration. Specifically, it has been alleged that respondent administered nitrous oxide to a

nineteen year old patient, prepped tooth number 9 for a crown when the patient presented for a

crown on tooth number 31, and during the procedure at various times left the patient either alone

or with a dental assistant in the operatory. On May 15, 2002, respondent appeared with counsel,

Thomas J. Heavey, Esq., at an investigative inquiry into the matter held by the Board.

Having reviewed the entire record, including the testimony of respondent atthe investigative

inquiry, it appears to the Board that respondent did in fact initiate treatment of the wrong tooth and
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that he did leave the operatory during the time when the patient was under nitrous oxide sedation.

Respondent admitted the mistake but maintained that tooth number 9 would require a crown in the

future. He acknowledged that he left the operatory leaving the patient to be observed by his

assistant. During respondent’s testimony he admitted that he had added entries related to nitrous

oxide and taking x-ray to his original patient record. Moreover, respondent’s records are not

adequate as they fail to contain the information required by the Board’s regulations.

These facts establish basis for disciplinary action pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:6-61 and N.J.S.A.

45:1-21c permitting an assistantto monitor a patient under nftrous oxide analgesia without b&ng

present at all times in the operatory; N.J,S.A. 45:1-21 e professional misconduct for altering

patient records; and N.J.S.A. 45:1-21 h failing to maintain adequate patient records. It

appearing that respondent desires to resolve this matter without admissions and without recourse

to formal proceedings and for good cause shown:

- IT IS ON THlS/gY OF5,4Cff003

HEREBY ORDERED AND AGREED THAT:

1. Respondent is reprimanded for altering treatment records.

2. - Respondent shall successfully complete a course in professional ethics within 3

months of the entry of this order. The course shall be approved by the Board in writing prior to

attendance and is in addition to the regularly required continuing education hours. Respondent

shaU complete the Continuing Education Report and Proof of Attendance as proof of successful

completion of the required course work.

3. Respondent is assessed civil penalties, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-22 in the amount

of $3,500 which amount reflects $1,500 for leaving the operatory while a patient was being

administered nitrous oxide; $1,500 for adding entries to the patient record without noting the date

of the additional entries; and $500 for failing to maintain adequate patient records. Payment of civil
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penalties totaling $3,500 shall be submitted by certified check or money order made payable to

the State of New Jersey within 30 days of the entry of this order and shall be sent to Kevin Earle,

Executive Director, Board of Dentistry, P.O. Box 45005, 124 Halsey Street, Sixth Floor, Newark,

New Jersey 07101. Subsequent violations will subject respondent to enhanced penalties pursuant

to N.1S.A. 45:1-2&

4. Respondent is assessed the costs of the investigation to the State in this matter in

the amount of $ 254.66. Payment for costs shall be submitted by certified check or money order

made payabito the State of New Jersey an submftted to the Board no later than 30 days from

the entry of this Consent Order. Payment shall be sent to Kevin B. Earle at the address in

paragraph #3.

6. - - Failure to comply with any of the terms of this consent order may result in further

disciplinary action. Failure to remit any payment required by this Order will result in the filing of a

certificate of debt.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF DENTISTRY
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By: ,41tZ/VV

John F. Ricciani, D.M.D.
Board President

I have read and understand this I consent to the entry of this Order
Consent Order and agree as to form.
to bebo d byitster . co sent

qisder.

__

Hal . Hirsch, b.M.D. 7 T39s’J. H , sq.

Date / Date
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