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This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of Dentistry ("Board") upon receipt

of information that Joseph P . Buttacovoli, D.D.S. ("respondent"), indiscriminately prescribed or'

dispensed controlled dangerous substances to Dr . J .L ., D.D.S. and to Dr . J .L.'s wife. Specifically,

it has been alleged that respondent issued thirty-two (32) CDS prescriptions to Dr . J .L. between

June 19, 1998 and May 1, 2000 . Seventeen (17) of these prescriptions are not documented in

respondent's records as Dr . J.L. having had an office visit or having been provided with a

prescription . Additionally, it has been alleged that respondent issued three (3) CDS prescriptions

to Dr. J .L.'s wife during the same time period . Respondent has no patient record for Dr . J .L.'s

wife . Additionally, respondent has admitted that he never treated Dr . J .L.'s wife. Dr. J .L. was

previously suspended from the practice of dentistry, having had his license suspended on

December4, 2002 due to a history of substance abuse . On October 16, 2002 respondent appeared

with counsel, Steven I . Kern, Esq ., at an investigative inquiry into the matter held by the Board .

Having reviewed the entire record, including patient records and the testimony of

respondent at the investigative inquiry, it appears to the Board that respondent has prescribed or

dispensed controlled dangerous substances indiscriminately to both Dr . J . L. and to Dr . J .L.'s v'ife .

These facts establish basis for disciplinary action pursuant to N .J.S.A . 45:1-21(m) for prescribing

or dispensing controlled dangerous substances indiscriminately, N .J .S.A . 45:1-21(e) for engaging



in professional misconduct and U.S .A . 45:1-21(h) for failing to maintain complete and accurate

patient records as required by Board regulation N .J .A.C ., 13:30-8.7. It appearing that respondent

desires to resolve this matter without recourse to formal proceedings and for good cause shown :
IT IS ON THIS

	

DAY O
4

	

2004

HEREBY ORDERED AND AGREED THAT:

1 . Respondent has attended and successfully completed a course on the appropriate

prescribing of controlled substances . Respondent has submitted information to the Board indicating

that he has successfully completed a course entitled "Clinical Dental Pharmacology, Avoiding

Prescribing Errors and Liability ." The Board has reviewed the course and has determined that it

satisfies the Board's requirement that respondent successfully complete a course on the

appropriate prescribing of controlled substances .

2 . Respondent shall fully attend and successfully complete the ProBe course .

Respondent shall attend and complete the ProBe course which is being offered in January 2004

if said course is able to enroll respondent . In the event that the ProBe course being offered in

January 2004 is not able to enroll respondent, then respondent shall enroll in the course being

offered in April 2004 . In the event that respondent fails to attend and complete the January 2004

or April 2004 ProBe course, he shall cease and desist from prescribing controlled substances until

such time that he does attend and complete the ProBe course . Respondent shall complete the

attached continuing education Report and Proof of Attendance as proof of successful completion

of the next available ProBe course . The attached form is made part of this Consent Order .

3 . Respondent is hereby assessed a civil penalty, pursuant to N .J.S .A. 45:1-22, in the

amount of seven thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500) for indiscriminately prescribing or

dispensing controlled dangerous substances in violation of N.J .S.A . 45:1-21(m). Payment shall be

made no later than ninety (90) days from the entry of this Consent Order . Payment of the civil

penalty shall be submitted by certified check or money order made payable to the State of New

Jersey and shall be sent to Kevin Earle, Executive Director, Board of Dentistry, P .O. Box 45005,

124 Halsey Street, Sixth Floor, Newark New Jersey 07101 .

4 .

	

Respondent is assessed the costs of the investigation to the State in this matter in

the amount of one thousand, three hundred fifteen dollars and eighty-seven cents ($1,315 .87) .
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Payment for the costs shall be submitted by certified check or money order made payable to the

State of New Jersey and submitted to the board no later than ninety (90) days from the entry of this

Consent Order. Payment shall be sent to Kevin B. Earle at the address described in paragraph #3 .

5 .

	

Failure to remit any payment required by this Order will result in the filing of a

certificate of debt .

6 .

	

Failure to comply with any of the terms of this consent order may result in further

disciplinary action .

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF DENTISTRY

B

I have read and understand this
Consent Order and agree
to be bound by its terms . I consent
to the entry of this Order.

Josep P . B acavoli, D.D.S .

	l,	©y	Date

I consent to the entry of this order
as to form .

Bonnie

	

Weir, Esq .
Attorney for Joseph P. Buttacavoli, D.D.S .

Date

John F. Ricciani, D .M .D .
Board President
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Governor

	

124 HALSEY STREET, 6TH FLOOR, NEWARK NJ

	

Attorney General
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Director

CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSE
PRE-APPROVAL SHEET

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 45005
Newark, NJ 07101

(973) 504-6405
ATTACH COURSE DESCRIPTION AND/OR BROCHURE AND SUBMIT AT LEAST 30
DAYS PRIOR TO THE COURSE DATE . THE BOARD CANNOT ASSURE APPROVAL
FOR COURSES PROVIDED ON SHORT NOTICE . ASEPARATE FORM IS TO BE USED
FOR EACH COURSE . A COPY WILL BE RETURNED TO YOU AFTER APPROVAL OR
DENIAL BY THE BOARD .
************************************** :w***************************************
DENTIST NAME:

ADDRESS :	

TELEPHONE# :	

******************************************************************************

NAME OF COURSE :

SPONSOR :	

ADDRESS :	

TELEPHONE # :

**********************~*******************************************************
COURSE PRE-APPROVED BY BOARD

	

DATE	

COURSE NOT ACCEPTED BY BOARD

	

DATE

DATE

	

KEVIN B. EARLE
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