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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF RESPIRATORY CARE

IN THZ MATTER OF THE : Adninistzative Aetion
APPLICATION Of':
CONSENT ORDER
VIRGINIA STEVENSOWN, RT
LICENSE NO. 43200318¢€00

FOR REINSTATEMENT Of LICENSURE
TO BRACTICE RESPIRATORY CARE !
IN THE $TATE OF NEW JZRESZY ;

This matter vwas opened to the Wew Jersey State Board of Respiratory Carg
upon receipt of a petition for reinstatement of the license surrendered by
Virginia Stevenson effective October 1, 2003 because of substance abuse. The
Board considered the testimony of Ms, Stevenson on March 2, 2004, when she was
acoompanied by Reverend Edward Reading of the Physicians Health Program. The
Board found that despite having acknowledged abusing controlled dangercus
Suhsgances in the past, respondent has now demonstrated sufficient
rehabilitation, fitness and ability to practice respiratory care, that she has
not engaged in the practice of respiratary care while the license was
surrendered, that the Physicians Health Program supports reinstatement of her
license at this time and that she is willing to comply with the cenditions set

forth in this Order.

The parties being deeirous of resolving this matter, and the Board finding

that the within Consent Order is adeguately protective of the public interest;

IT I8 ON THIS [§ vaxor W ,2004,
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ORBERED :

1.

That the license of Virginia Stevanson Lo practice respiratory care in

the State ¢f Wew Jersey shall be reinstated immediately on the following

conditiomns:

A.

B.

Respondent’s license shall be on probation for a period of four and
one-half (4 %) years from her re-entry into practice in New Jersey.

Respondent shall participate in the Physicians Health Program (PHP)
for a minimum of four and half (4 W) years from the date of this
Order. GSuch participation shall include:

i. Cogumented attendanze at a minimum of 3 A.A./ N.A. {(l2-step)
meetings per week for a minimum of one (1) year and
centinuang until reduced or eliminated by further order of
the Board, -

ii, Directly witnessed random urine monitoring €& include
ysereens for frequently abuged drugs to be conducted by and
under the procedures of the ~Fhysicians Health Program at a
minimum o©f once per week for eighteen (18) months; then at
a minimum of once every 3 months for a minimum of three years
(3) and continuing until reduced or eliminated by further
crder of the Board.

iii. Respondent shall make herself available for the testing
outlined in paragraph ii above upon advance telephone notice.
The Physicians Heslth Pzogram shall make every effort, when

practical, to provide Respondent with 24 hours notice of

testing, but failure to meet this condition shall not be
rounds for refuszl to submit to urine testing.

iv, Regpendent shall attend monthly face-to-face meetings
with the Physicians Health Program for the £first year of this
order, and then at a fregquency to be determined by the
Medical Director of the Physiclans Health Progzam.

v. Respondent shall not consume or administer to herself any
mood elrering chemicals or controlled substances unless such
medication is prescribad by a treating physician who has been
informed of the chemical dependency history end prescribes
for a legitimate medical ©purpose. If any controlled
dongerous substance is taken upon prescription from a
physician, Respondeat shall notify the Physicians Health
Program of that fact before the next wurine sample 1is
submitted, and shall cause any treating physician to transmit
his or her medical zecord to the Physicians Health Program
and the Boazd Offioe.

vi. Respondent shall become familiar with all foods, food
additives or other products (such 8s poppy seeds) which may

affect the validiry of uzine screenings, be presumed to
posseas that knowledge, and sghall refrain from the use of
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such  substances. Respondent  specifically agrees that
ingestion of such substances <shall not be an acceptable
reasen for a positive urine screen and/or failure to comply
with the urine monitoring program.

vii. Respondent shall be responsible to ensure that the
Phyvsicians Health Program shall supply Teports every ainety
(90) davs beginning on the “filed” date of this Order to the
Beard regarding her progress with ¢the monitoring program and
at work.

viii. Regpondent shall obtain the agreement of the Physicians
Health Program via a signature of its rvepresentative on this
Order to notify the Board within 24 hours cof its receipt of
information of any <lip or =zelapse of impairment, including
put not limited to any pesitive urine screen or failure o
appeax Ior uxsins monitozing or ony scheduled appeintment oY
any discontinuance of the Fhysicians Health Program
rehabilitation progran whether initiated by Vizginia
Stevenson or by the Physicians Health Program.

ix. Virginia Stevensen expressly waives any claim to
privilege or confidentidlity <that &he may have concerning
reports and disclosures to the Board, and uvwse by the Board
of that infermation in license proceedings regarding
respondent, by the urine monitoring program, the Physicians
Health Program, AA/NA, 12 step, or any other entity involved
in her renhabilitation program.

x. Respondent shall notify a responsible official (approved
in advance by the Physicians Health PBrogram), at her place
of employment, a3t each and every facility at which she plans
to practice respiratory ocare, that she has entered this
Order. 8uch individual shall be in c¢entact with respondent
on a daily basis at work and Virginia Stevenson by her
signature on this document authorizes each such individusl
to submit tc the Physicians Health Program quarterly reports
and to notify the 3Board and the Physicians Health Program
immediately (withan 24 hours) orally and in writing, at the
Physicianse Health Program and at the Board office at 973-504-
6409 and at 124 Halsey Street, Newark, New Jersey 07101, of
any behavier oz cenduct suggestive of substance abuse or
behavior indicative of violation of the laws regarding
contrclled substances or in  violatien ©of this  Ozder.
Respondent shall provide the Board with the identity, address
and qualifications of the individual to whom she has provided
the notice ¥required by this paragraph, Bhe shall provide
a copy of this Order te that designated member of the staif
of her employer,

zi. All costs associated with the Physicians Health Program
urine monitoring and employment monitoring program ocutlined
above shall be the responsibility of, and paid directly by
virginia Stevenson.
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2. Responident hereby consents ¢o the entry of an Ozder of
automatic suspengion of license without netica, upon the Board's receipt
of any information which the Board in its sole discretion deems reliable
that respondent has failed to comply with any of the conditions set
fozrth abeve, any other provisicn of£ +this Order, or any rzreport of &a
confirmed pesitive wurine, or a prima facie showing of a relapse or
recurrence of drug abuse.

3. Respondent shall have the rzight to apply for removal of the
autematic suspénsicn en five (S) dave netice put in such event SsShall be
limited to a showing that the urine tested was noet hers or was a false
positive in the «case of wurine testing, or that other information
submitted was false.

4. This Order is effective upon its filing with the Board cof

Regpiratory Care.

By:

Capek, Presiden

Kerfne

I have read and understood
the within Order and agree
to be bound by the terms
therein. Censent Lis hereby
given for the Board to
enter this Orxder.

i¥ginid Stevenson, RT

I have resd and understoecd
the within Ozder and agree

to comply with the terms which
relate to the Physicians

Reverend Edward Readddg
Physicians Health/Profranm
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