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By: Kathy 8treh Mendoza
Deputy Attorney General
(973) 648~7454

STATE OF WEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
DOCKET NO,:

IN TEE MATTER OS SUSPENSION OR:
REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE OF Administrative Actiog

STEFAN E. EPSTEIN, M.D. @
LICENSE NQ, MAlB456 CONSENT ORDER

TO PRACTICE MEDICIRE AND

SURGERY IN TRE STATE OF ‘
NEW JERSEY 1

Thio matter was opened to the New Jersey $tate Board of
Medical Examiners (herainafter '"the Board”) upon receipt of a
complaint againset Stefan E. Epstein, M.D. {(“Respondent”} alleging
that, Respondent failed to deliver a final autopsy report for more
than two years, despite having received p=2j;ment of £4,500 In
advance. _

The Board reviewed the Complaint, correspondence between
Complainant anc” Raspondent, an earlisr communication betwsen the
Boaxd and Dr, Bpstein in 1991, a Consent Ordsr filed by tho Board

On Fabruary 19496, the report Of a Boerd consultant and -the
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testimony Of Respondent before a Committee Of the Board an February
27, 2002 and May 28, 2003. Respondent had previously been directed
by the Board ta keep such delays to a minimum: issue letters tao
families setting forth the expected time frame for issuance of an
autopsy report: and, explain possiblae delays. Respondent was asked
to make it 8 standard practice te geport the progress of the
autopsy to the family. The recerd herein clearly estapblishea that
ha has failad to heed the Board’s past directives.

Tha Board concludes there has been no demonstration of a lack
of medical competence or capability by Respondent. However,
Respondent®s failure to timely deliver the autopsy reports deviates
from accepted standarxds of medical practiecs and constitutes
professional or occupational misconduct, contrary ta N,J1.S A. 45 1~
21(ej. Further, by failing to obey the Board Order filed February
16, 1996, Dr. Epstein has occasloned a second violation of L1 ——
45:1-21(e).

During his appearance bsfoze the Board Committes on February
27, 2003, Respondent was advised tu contact the Physicians’ Health
Pragram, Medical Society of New Jersey, regarding his diaguosis of

mpwima) Y ity
depression. Respondent did not, contact, the Physiclans’ Health &
Program. On May 28, 2003, Respondent told the Board Committee that

he had determined that he would manage has underlying eendition

Independently.
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Respondent stefan F. &stein, M.D. being desirous of resolving
this matter without further formal praceeding, and the Board having
determined that the within disposition IS adequately protective of
the public health, gafety and welfare;

It iz onm this3gpyday of JUNE . 2004,

ORDERED:

1. Respondent staefan F. Epstein, M.D. is hereby suspended
from the practice of medicine and surgery for a period ef two
yeazrs, the first SiX months active, and the remainder tO bé served
as & parlod of proebation.

2. Respondent has advised tha Board that he is currently
involved In seven cases where he is obligated to supply expert
apinions. The Board will permit Reapondent to continuye his work on
these cases only during the six months Of active suapension, but
Respondent is not to accept any new cases during the period of
active suspension.

Ab to each of these seven cases, within one week of the £iling
of this Order Reapondent is to identify to the Board and the
Attorney General the name 6f the deceased, date of autopsy and, if
known tO Respondent the name, address and phene of the client’s
attorney, and thea court, judge and_decket number fexr each case.
Should Respondent be asked to provide expert testimony at any time
duzing his active suspension, the autopsy will have been 0ONe

performed prior to the filing of this Order, and Respondent shall
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notify the Board prior to offering his testimony In that case. The
Board shall maintain the information provided pursuant o this
paragraph as coenfidantial and privileged unless a subsequent action
alleging a violation of this Order is filed by the attornay
Genaral.

3. During the two years’ suspension, Respondent is te enroll
in and sucecessfully complets a Board approved ethics ¢ourse such as
tho PRIME course, Successful completion shall be by the achievement
of grade of at lsast “Unconditional Pass.” "‘

4, Respondent shell schedule a re-evaluation by the Physicians
Health Pxegram within 30 days of the date of entry OfF this Order
and shall eppear and cooperate with the Physiciana Health Program
consistent with such schedule. Treatment shall be determinad based
upon the report of the Bhysicians Health Program, a copy of which
is to bes supmitted to the Board and the Attorney @General.
Respondent must then complete all recommendged treatment.

S. Duxring the two year suspension, the Physicians Health
Program is to submit quarterly reports to the Board. Respondent is
to grrange for this reporting to the Board. o

6. Raspondent is assessed a civil penalty of 55,000. $aid
penalty shall be submitted by certified check or money order or
attorney trust cheek made payable toh the New Jarsey State Boarxd oOf

Medical examiners and submitted to the William V. Roedar, Exacutive

Diractor, State Board of Medical Examiners, 140 Bast Front Street,

MO 0482 P

9819 &¥S Z=L NotSaede "S+8ZE 88T OIM Fo—TZ-dWH



- MAR 252004 3:15PM KERN AUGUSTINE NO. 0482 F. 7

P.0O. Box 183, Trenton, New Jersay 08625-0183 within one week of tha
filing of this Order.

The ¢ivil penalty of $5,000 shall be paid

T one year at

the Court Rule.4:42-11 rate Of 2% annual jnterest. Payment shall

be made IN the form rly installmente of $1,250.

Payments shall be delivered Beard no later than the fifth

day of each month comm

ing with March § 04. The Board reserves

its right to file“a Certificate of Debt for the arnount due.
Failure toafake timely payments shall be considered violation of
this der and shall result in acceleration of the pbalance of the
debt.

8, Respandent &is aszsessed costs to the State iIn these
proceedings IN the ampount OF $1,422 for investigation, oxperxt fees
and transcription. Said costs shall be submitted by cextifisd check
or money order or attorney trust check made payable to the State of
New Jersey and submitted to the Board of Medical Examiners within
fourteen days of the filing of this Ocdgex.

9. Respondent shall comply with the attached Directives for
physicians who have been disciplined by the Board which are

incorporated herein bv refarence. The provisions of paragraph 2

herein supercede any contrary provistens of those directives.

DAVID wALLACE.'M D;.'Presi-en“"
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I have read the within Order

I understand the Order and I

3gree to be bound by 1ts terms and
conditions. Consent is hereby given
to entexr this Order.

:S?ﬁﬁ‘é?f§;=rﬂr w5

Stefan F. Epstein, M.D.

pate: /%-3)-o04

Consent is hereby given to the form
Of Order and its ,entry.

iz (\xh_ﬂ

Steven I. Kern, Esq,
Kern Augustine Conroy and Schoppmann

bate: . .
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FILED
- JUNE 30, 2004
KERN AUGUSTINE - - T TR STATE oA
JERSEY STATE
CONROQY & SCHOPPMANN, P.C. OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

1120 Route 22 East

Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807

(908) 704-8585

Attorneys for Respondent
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION (OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATEBOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

DOCKET NO -
IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION :
OR REVOCATIONOF THELICENSEOF :  Administrative Action
STEFANF. EPSTEIN, M.D. CERTIFICATIONOF  —
LICENSE NO. MA18456 STEFAN EPSTEIN, M.D.
TO PRACTICE MEDICINE AND
SURGERY IN THE STATE CF
NEW JERSEY.

Stefan F.Epstein, M.D. of full age, certifies as follows:

L | am a physician duly licensed to practice medicine in the State Of New Jersey and |
an the Respondent In the above referenced matter. | submit this certification in further support of
the Consent Order | executed on March 31, 2004,

2. As of March 31, 2004, | am involved in the following cases:

¢. John H.Craparotta - Ocean County Docket NO ,OCN-L-2524-02
b. HenrySipp, Jr. - Luckey v. County of Essex, Docket N0 .ESX-L-10337-03

. Raskopf v. Third Regiment - Monmouth County Docket NO . MON-L-4604-99

O

d. Hare v. Chundru - Mercer County Docket NO_MER-L2327-03

. C\pllP P eammmm - 0 suit has been filed yet

D

f. Squl} Mgy - no suit has been filed yet
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£ AN O - no suit has been filed yet,

3. Other than the cases identified above, [ have no other active ar pending matters.

Additionally, } have not engaged in the practice of medicine, other than with respect to the cases
identified above, since March 31, 2004.
I certify that the foregoing statements made by me are rue. I am awarc that if any of the

foregoing statements made by me are wilfully false, [ am subject to punishment.

Stefan FEpsan. MD .

Dased: Junef!, 2004



. DIRECTIVESAPPLICABLE TO ANY MEDICAL BOARD LICENSEE
WHO IS DISCIPLINED OR WHOSE SURRENDER OF LICENSURE
HAS BEEN ACCEPTED

APPROVED BY THE BOARD ON MAY 10,2000

All iicensees who are the subject of a disciplinary order of the Board are required to
provide the information required on the Addendum to these Directives. The information
providedwill be maintained separately and will not be part of the public documentfiled with
the Board. Failure to provide the information required may result in further disciplinary
action for failing to cooperate with the Board, as required by NuLA.C, 13:45C-1 et sea.
Paragraphs 1 through 4 below shall apply when a license is suspended or revoked or
permanently surrendered, with OF without prejudice. Paragraph5 appliesto licenseeswho
are the subject of an order which, while permittingcontinued practice, contains a probation
or monitoring requirement.

1 Document Return and Agency Notification

The licensee shall promptly forward to the Board office at Post Office Box 183, 140 East
Front Street, 2nd floor, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0183,the original license, current
biennial registration and, if applicable, the original CDS registration. tn addition, if the
licensee holds a Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) registration, he or she shall promptly
advise the DEA of the licensure action. (With respectto suspensions of a finite term, at
the conclusion of the term, the licensee may contact the Board office for the return of the
documents previously surrenderedto the Board. Inaddition, at the conciusion of the term,
the licensee should contact the DEA to advise of the resumption of practice and to
ascertainthe impact of that change upon his/her DEA registration.)

2. Practice Cessation

The licenseeshall cease and desist from engaging inthe practice of medicine inthis State.
This prohibition not only bars a licensee from rendering professional services, but also
from providing an opinion as to professional practice or its application, or representing
him/herself as being eligible to practice. (Although the licensee need not affirmatively
advise patients or others of lhe revocation, suspension or surrender, the licensee must
truthfully disclose hislher licensure status infesponse to inquiry.) The disciplined licensee
- is also prohibitedfrom occupying, sharing orusing office-space in which another licensee
provides health care services. The disciplined licensee may contract for, accept payment
from another licensee for or rent at fair market value office premises and/or equipment.
In no case may the disciplined licensee authorize, allow or condone the use of hislher
provider number by any health care practice or any other licensee or health care provider.
(Insituations where the licensee has been suspended for lessthan one year, the licensee
may accept payment from another professional who is using his/her office during the

period that the licensee is suspended, forthe payment of salaries for office staff employed
at the time of the Board action.)



A licensee whose license has been revoked, suspended for one (1) year or more or
permanently surrendered must remove Signs and take affirmative action to stop
advertisements by which his/her eligibility to practice is represented. The licensee must
also take steps to remove his/her name from professional listings, telephone directories,
professional stationery, or billings. I the licensee's name b utilized in a group practice
title, it shall be deteted. Prescription pads bearingthe licensee's name shall be destroyed:
A destruction report form obtained from the Office of Drug Control (973-504-6558) must
befiled. If no other licensee is providingsenices at the location, afl medications must be
removed and returned to the manufacturer, ifpossible, destroyed or safeguarded. (In
situations where a license has been suspended for less than one year, prescription pads
and medications need not be destroyed but must be secured I a locked place for
safekeeping.)

3. Practice Income Prohibitions/Divestiture of Equity Interest in Professional
Service Corporations and Limited Liability Companies

A licensee shall not charge, receive or share in any fee for professionalservices rendered

by him/herself or others while barred from engaging I the professional practice. The

licensee may be compensatedfar the reasonable value of sewices lawfully rendered and

disbursements incurred on a patient's behalf prior to the effective date of the Board action.

A licenseewho is a shareholder in a pr ¥essional service corporationorganizedto engage
inthe professional practice, whose license is revoked, surrendered or suspended for a
term of one (1) year or more shall be deemed to be disqualified from the practice within the
meaning @ the Professional Service CorporationAct. (N.J.S.A. 14A:17-11). A disqualified
licensee shall divest him/herself of all financial interest in the professional service
corporation pursuant to N.J.S A. 14A:17-13(c). A licenseewho B a member df a timited
liability company organized pursuantto N.J.S.A. 42:1-44, shall divest him/herself of all
financial interest. Such divestiture shall occur within 90 days followingthe the entry of the
Order rendering the licensee disqualifiedto participate inthe applicable form d ownership.
Upondivestiture, a licensee shall forward to the Board a copy df documentationforwarded
to the Secretary of State, Commercial Reporting Division, demonstratingthat the interest
has been terminated. Ifthe licensee is the sole shareholder in a professional service
corporation, the corporation must be dissrlved within 90 days of the licensee's
disqualification.

4. Medical Records

If, as a result of the Board's action, a practice is closed or transferred to another location,
the licensee shall ensure that during the three (3) month periodfollowing the effectivedate
of the disciplinary order, a message will be deliveredto patients calling the former office
premises, advising where records may be obtained. The message should-inform patients
of the names and telephone numbers of the licensee (Or histher attorney) assuming
custody of ?herecords. The same information shall also be disseminated by means of a
notice to be published at least once per month for three (3) months in a newspaper of



general girculation inthe geographic vicinity in which the practice was conducted, At the
end of the-three month period, the licensee shall file with the Board the name and
telephone number of the contact personwho will have access to medical records of former
patients. Any change in that individual or hislher telephone number shall be promptly
reportedto the Board. When a patient or hislher representative requestsa copy of his/her
medical record or asks that record be forwarded to another health care provider, the
licensee shall promptly provide the record without charge to ?hepatient.

5. Probation/Monitoring Conditions

With respect to any licensee who is the subject of any Order imposing a probation or
monitoring requirement or a stay of an active suspension, in whole ar n part, which is
conditioned upon compliance with a probation or monitoring requirement, the licensee
shall fully cooperate with the Board and its designated representatives, including the
Enforcement Bureau ofthe Division df Consumer Affairs, in ongoing monitoring of the

licensee's status and practice. Such monitoring shall be at the expenseof the disciplined
practitioner.

(a)  Monitoringof practiceconditions may inctude, but B not limitedto, inspection
of the professional premisesand equipment, and Inspectionand copying of patientrecords
(confidentiality of patient identity shall be protected by the Board) to verify compliance with
the Board Order and accepted standards of practice.

(b).  Monitoring d status conditions for an impaired practitioner may indude, but
is not limited to, practitioner cooperation in providing releases permitting unrestricted
access to records and other informationto the extent permitted by taw from any treatment
facility, other treating practitioner, support group or other individual/facility involved inthe
education, treatment, monitoring or oversight of the practitioner, or maintained by a
rehabilitation program forimpaired practitioners. 1f bodily substance monitoring has been
ordered, the practitioner shallfully cooperateby respondingto a demand for breath, blood,
urine or other sample in a timely manner and providingthe designated sample.



NOTICE OF REPORTING PRACTICES OF BOARD
REGARDING DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

Pursuantto NJ.SA. 52:14B-3(3), all orders of the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners are
available for public inspection. Should any inquiry be made concerning the status of a licensee, the
inquirer will be informed of the existence of the order and a copy will be provided if requested. All
evidentiary hearings, proceedings 0n motions or other applications which are conducted as public
hearingsandthe record, includingthe transcript and documents marked In evidence, are available for
public inspection. upon request.

Pursuantto 45 CFR Subtitle A 60.8, the Boardis obligated to reportto the National PractitionersData
Bank any action relatingto a physician which is basedon reasons relatingto professionalcompetence
or professional conduct:

(1) Which revokes or suspends {or otherwise restricts) a license,
(2)  Whichcensures, reprimands or places on probation,
(3) Under which a license IS surrendered.

Pursuant to 45 CFR Section 61.7, the Board is obligated to rgport to the Heafihcare Integrity and
Protection (HIP)Data Bank, any formal or official actions, such as revocation or suspension of a
license(and the Length of any such suspension), reprimand, censure or probation or any other loss of
license or the rightto apply for, or renew, a license of the provider, supplier, or practitioner, whether by
operation of law, voluntary surrender, non-renewability, OF otherwise, or any other negative action or
finding by such Federal or State agency that is publicly available information.

Pursuantto N.J.S.A 45:9-19., 3, if the Board refusesto issue, suspends, revokes or otherwise places
conditions 0N a license or permit, it is obligated to notify each licensed health care facility and health
maintenanceorganizationwith which a licenseeis affiliatedand every other board licenseeinthis state
with whom he or she is directly associated in private medical practice.

Inaccordance with an agreement with the Federation of State Medical Boards of the United States, a
list of all disciplinary orders are provided to that organization on a monthly basis.

Within the month following entry 0fan order, a summary of the order will appear on the public agenda
for the next monthly Board meeting and isforwardedto those members of the public requestinga copy.
Inaddition, the same summary will appear inthe minutes of that Board meeting, which are also made
available to those requesting a copy.

Within the month foltowing entry of an order, a summary of the order will appear in a Monthly
DisciplinaryAction Listing which Bmz e available to those members of the public requesting a copy.

On a periodic basis the Board disseminates tu its_licensees a newsletter which inciudes a brief
description of all of the orders entered by the Board.

Fromtime to time, the Press Office of the Division of Consumer Affairs may issue releases including
the summaries of the content of public orders.

Nothing herein is intended in any way to limit the Board, the Division or the Attorney General from
disclosing any public document. . -



