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PETER C. HARVEY 
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F I L E D  
JUNE 30, 2004 

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS . -  

NUNC PRO TUNC MARCH 31, 2004 

By: Kathy Strob Mendola 
Deputy Attorney General 
(973) 648-?454 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
REPAR!WEHT OF mid L PUBLIC EAFETY 
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

"- 

IN TEE MATTER OS SUSP~~SPON OR: 
REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE OF ; 

: 
STEFAN E. EPBTEIN, M . D .  : 
LLC6NS6 NO, HA18456 

: 
TO PRACTICE EIEDICIAE AND 
SURGERY IN TRE STATE OF I 

N W  3EESEY : 

COblSWT ORDER 

Thio matter was opened t o  ths Mew Jersey State Board of 

~ e d i c a l  Exminers Ihereinafter "the Boardn) upon rlrcsipt of a 

complaint agafnbt Stefan E. EpstQin, H.D, ("Respondentn) alleging 

that, Respondent fa i l ed  to deliver a f ina l  autopsy report fw more 

than two years, despite having received pii'nent of 54,500 in 

advance - 

The Board reviewed the CQmplaiit cosrtes@ondence between 

Complainant ana'Respondmr, an earlier cwunwlcatian between the  

Board and Dr, Epstein i n  199 l r  a Consent Order Xiled by tho Board 

on Fdhbruary 1996, the rugort of a. Board consultimt and- ths .  



KERK AVQUSTINE 

~ - 
testbony of R0Spmdent before 0 CQRmRittee Of the Board an February 

27, 2002 and t h y  28, 2003. Reepondmt had previously been directad 

by t h e  Board t o  k q 7  such dalaye to a minirnlren; iaaue letters to 

f m i l l e s  setting f or th  the elqreCted time frame for issuance of an 

autopsy report: and, explain poaaibk~ delays. Respondent wa9 asked 

ta make i t  a atandlard practice te mwrt the progress af the 

dUtQpsy to the f a d l y -  The recard h ~ r e i n  clearly establishes that 

h4 has failed to heed the Buard's past directives. 

The Board Mncludss there has been no demonstratien af a lack 

of medical cornpetencs o r  capubility by Resgondent. However, 

Respondent's failure to timely deliver tha autopsy reports deviate$ 

f m m  accepted standards of medical practice and constitutes 

professional or occupational misconduct, contrary ta y.  J, S , 45: 1- 

21(e). Further, by failing to obey the Board Order f i l e d  February 

16, 1996, DE. Epsrein ha8 occasioned a second violation bf .ILL- 

During his appearance before the Board Comlt tee  on February 

27, 2003, Respondent was advise4 tu confact the Physicians* Health 

Pragram, Medical 3ociety of New Jersey, regarding his d i a g w a i s  of 

depression- Reapondent did notn cqlitact, the Physicians' Haalth t$-, 

Program. On May 28# 2003, Respondent told the Bmrd Cornittee that 

he had d e t e d n e d  that  he would knage  has -underlying cendition 

lx)) tAJph& tr4 

. . .  

9 8 ' d  

Independently. 

2 
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this 

L.  - -  
Respondent Stefan F. &stein, H.D. being desirous of resolving 

matter without further fo-1 proceeding, and the Board havrng 

dst;ambsd that the within disposition is ad8quately protective of 

the public Maltti ,  eafety end welfare; 

rk OQ thiS30~ncbr tlf JUNE 

-: 

1- k9WndQnt Stefan !?. Ep8teih, M.b. i s  hereby suapendsd 

from the practice of meQiclna and BUrqery for a period of two 

yeara, the first s i x  months erctiyc, and the rmainder to be-served 

aa a period o f  prabatlon. 

2. Respondent lrar advised the Board that he I s  currently 

involved in seven caae3 &here he i s  obligated to supply expert 

opiniuns. The Board w i l l  p e d t  Respandent to continue his work on 

thrse cases only during tke s i x  months of active suapansion, but 

Reawndent i s  not t# accept any new cases during the period of 

active suspension. 

Ab to each of t h e m  seven cases, within one weak of the  filing 

of t h i s  Order Reapondent i s  to i d a t i f y  t~ t h e  Board and the 

Attorney General t h e  n a m  8f the  deceased, date a€ autopsy.ar,d, if 

knQw to Respondsnt the namel address and phone of the cl ient's  

attorney, and tha court, judge and-dscket number foz  each case. 

Should Respondent be asked t o  p r o v d - e x p e r t  t-esthlony a t  any t lmtr  

during h$s active buspension, the autopsy w i l l  have been one 

performad prior to t h e  f i l i n g  of  this Order, and Respondent shall 

3 

f a  'd 
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- -  - -  - 
notify tha BQard prior to U f f U r f n g  h i s  testimony in that case. The 

Boazd ahal l  maintain the I n f m m t i m  prgvidad pursuant this 

parsgraph as canfsdential anU griwilsged unless a subsoquwnt aation 

alleging a viofatiun of this Order 13 f i l e d  by the Attornay 

GenaraZ. 

3. During the two yc&xg' WJSpeTbSiOrI, Respondent i a  tb enroll 

in and suceessfulZy completr a Board approved ethics course such as 

tho PRIME course, Successful  completlan ohall be by t h e  achicvemnt 

of grade of a t  least wunconditianal Pass.'* 4 

4, Respondeat s h e l l  schedule a re-evaluation by the Physieirns 

Health Program within 30 day8 Of the date o f  entry of this Order 

and shall appear and cooperate wi th  the Physlcianb Health Pzogrum 

consistent with $ucB schedule. Treatment shall  be daterm-od based 

upon t h e  report of the Physician$ Health Programl a copy of which 

i s  5;o ba sumitttd to the B o a r d  and the Attorney General. 

Respondent must then complete a l l  fecomended treatment. 

5 ,  Duting the t w o  yew ~ u s p e n s i ~ n ~  the Physicians Health 

Progrm is to submit quarterly reports to the Board. Respondent is 

to asrange for th i s  raportifig to the Board. -- 

6* Respond8nt i s  srss+srr~d & civil penalty of 55,000.  Said 

penalty sha l l  be submitted cb*l€ied check or money order or 

at taxmy trust cheek made payable to the Mew Jerrey State BBard of 

Medical Exminers and 8UbmLtt8d to the trl l l l iam V. Roedex, htxut fve  

Diractor ,  State Board of MecUcal E x a n e r s ,  140 Eaat Front Street, 

. -  -. . 

4 
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P.O. k x  183, ~xentolr, New Jereey 08625-0183 w i t h h  one wagk 

f i l i n g  of this Order. 
the  

,-I1 rate of 24 annu 

be mude in tha 

Payments s h a l l  be deli- 

day of each math c 

ard no later than the f i f t h  

The Board xe5~rvea 

tiataly payments shall be considered 

debt. 

8 ,  Respandent Is arsesaed cost6 t o  the Stutd in rhsse 

proceedings in t h e  amount Of $1,422 for fnvrstfgatian, experk fees 

and transcription. Said costs shall be submitted by certlfird check 

or money order or attorney tmat check mad@ pryable to the State  of 

HIW Jersey and subattcd to the Board of Medical Examiners within 

fourteen ctays of the filing of this UEder. 

9. Respondent shall camply with the  attached Directives for 

physicians who have been disdpl ined  by the Board whi& are 

inemparated herein b-* reference. The provisions ef paragruph 2 

herein supercede any contrary provisrans d those directives. 

STATE OF MEDICAL EXMJNERS 

By: 
-- 
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Consent h hereby given to the form 
Of Order and ite -try. 
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CONROY & SCHOPPMANN, P.C. 
1120 Route 22 East 
Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807 

Attorneys for Respondent 
(908) 704-8585 

J U N E  30, 2004 
NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD 

OF MEDlCAL EXAMINERS 

iN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION : 
OR REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE OF : 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
OWISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS 
DOCKET NO. : 

STEFAN F. EPSTEIN, M.D. 
LICENSE NO. MA1 8456 

TO PRACTICE MEDICINE AND 
SURGERY W THE STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY. 

n 

Admihistrative Action 

CERTXFICATION OF 
STEFAN EPSTEIN, M.D. 

~- _. 

Stefan F. Epstein, M.D. of full age, cdf ies  as follows: 

1. I am a physician duly licensed to practice mdcine  in the State of New Jersey and I 

am the Respondent in the above referenced matter. I submit this certification in further support of 

the Consent Order I executed on March 3 1,2004. 

2. As of March 3 1,2004, I am involved in the following cases: -- 

P. John H. Craparotta - Ocean County Docket No, OCN-L-2524-02 

b. Henry Sipp, Jr. - Luckq v, Comeof . .  &sex, Docket No. ESX-Ll0337-03 

c. Raskopf v. Third Regiment - Monmouth County Docket No. MON-M04-99 

d. Hare v. Chundru - Mercer County Docket No. MER-L2327-03 

e. Ca - no suit has bem filed yet 

f. S- MLI)- no suit has been filed yet 
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3. 

/ -  

Stefan F.'Epsteh MD. 

. .. 

. .  , 

. 



L-  DIRECTIVES APPLICABLE TO ANY MEDICAL BOARD LICENSEE 
WHO ISDISCIPUNED OR WHOSE SURRENDER OF LICENSURE 

HAS BEEN ACCEPT€D 

APPROVED BY THE BOARD ON MAY 10,2000 

All iicensees who are the subject of a disciplinary order of the 8oard are required to 
provide the information required on the Addendum to these Directives. The information 
provided will be maintained separately and will not be part of the public document filed with 
the Board. Failure to provide the information required may result in further disciplinary 
action for failing to cooperate with the Board, as required by ",J.A.C. 13:45C-1 et sea. 
Paragraphs 1 through 4 below shall apply when a license is suspended or revoked or 
permanently surrendered, with or without prejudice. Paragraph 5 applies to licensees who 
are the subject of an order which, while permitting continued practice, contains a probation 
or monitoring requirement. 

1. Document Return and Agency Notification 

The licensee shall promptly fonnrard to the 8oard office at Post Office Box 183, 140 East 
Front Street, 2nd floor, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-01 83, the original license, current 
biennial registration and, if applicable, the original CDS registration. tn addition, if the 
licensee holds a Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) registration, he or she shall promptly 
advise the DEA of the licensure action. (With respect to suspensions of a finite term, at 
the conclusion of the term, the licensee may contact the Board office for the return of the 
documents previously surrendered to the Board. In addition, at the conciusion of the term, 
the licensee should contact the DEA to advise of the resumption of practice and to 
ascertain the impact of that change upon hidher DEA registration.) 

2. Practice Cessation 

The licensee shall cease and desist from engaging in the practice of medicine in this State. 
This prohibition not only bars a licensee from rendering professional senrices, but also 
from providing an opinion as to professional practice or its application, or representing 
himlherself as being eligible to practice. (Although the licensee need not affirmatively 
advise patients or others of !he revocation, suspension or surrender, the licensee must 
truthfully disclose hislher licensure status in Ssponse to inquiry.) The disciplined licensee 

- is also prohibited from occupying, sharing orusing office-space in which another licensee 
provides health care services. The disciplined licensee may contract for, accept payment 
from another licensee for or rent at fair market value office premises andlor equipment. 
In no case may the disciplined licensee authorize, allow or condone the use of hislher 
provider number by any health care practice or any other licensee or health care provider. 
(In situations where the licensee has been suspended for less than one year, the licensee 
may accept payment from another professional who is using hidher office during the 
period that the licensee is suspended, for the payment of salaries for off ice staff employed 
at the time of the Board action.) 



A licensee whose license has been revoked, suspended for one ( I )  year or more or 
permanently surrendered must remove signs and take affirmative action to stop 
advertisements by which hisher eligibility to practice is represented. The licensee must 
also take steps to remove hidher name from professional listings, telephone directories, 
professional stationery, or billings. If the licensee's name is utilized in a group practice 
title, it shall be deteted. Prescription pads bearing the licensee's name shall be destroyed: 
A destruction report form obtained from the Office of Drug Control (973-504-6558) must 
be filed. If no other licensee is providing sewices at the location,'all medications must be 
removed and returned to the manufacturer, if possibte, destroyed or safeguarded. (In 
situations where a license has been suspended for less than one year, prescription pads 
and medications need not be destroyed but must be secured in a locked place for 
safe keeping a )  

- 

3. Practice Income ProhibitionslOlvestiture of Equity Interest in Professional 
Service Corporations and Limited Liability Companies - 

A licensee shall not charge, receive or share in any fee for professional services rendered 
by himherself or others while barred from engaging in the professional practice. The 
licensee may be compensated for the reasonable value of sewices lawfully rendered and 
disbursements incurred on a patient's behalf prior to the effective date of the Board action. 

A licensee who is a shareholder in a pr lfessional service corporation organized to engage 
in the professional practice, whose license is revoked, surrendered or suspended for a 
term of one (1 year or more shall be deemed to be disqualified from the practice within the 
meaning of the Professional Service Corporation Act. (N.J.S.A. 14A:17-11). A disqualified 
licensee shall divest hidherself of all financial interest in the professional service 
corporation pursuant to 14A:17-13(c). A licensee who is a member of a timited 
liability company organized pursuant to N.J.S.A. 42:144, shall divest himlhersetf of all 
financial interest. Such divestiture shall occur within 90 days following the the entry of the 
Order rendering the licensee disqualified to participate in the applicable form of ownership. 
Upon divestiture, a licensee shall fonvard to the Board a copy of documentation fonvarded 
to the Secretary of State, Commercial fieporting Division, demonstrating that the interest 
has been terminated. If the licensee is the sole shareholder in a professional senrice 
corporation, the corporation must be diswlifed within 90 days of the licensee's 
disqualification. 

4. Medical Records 

If, as a result of the Board's action, a practice is closed or transferred to another location, 
the licensee shall ensure that during the three (3) month period following the effective date 
of the disciplinary order, a message will be delivered to patients calling the former office 
premises, advising where records may be obJained. The message shouldinform patients 
of the names and telephone numbers of the licensee (or hidher attorney) assuming 
custody of ?he records. The same information shall also be disseminated by means of a 
notice to be published at least once per month for three (3) months in a newspaper of 
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general$irculation in the geographic vicinity in which the practice was conducted-, At the 
end of the-three mmth period, the licensee shall file with the Board the name and 
telephone number of the contact person who will have access to medical records of former 
patients. Any change in that individual or hislher telephone number shall be promptly 
reported to the Board. When a patient or hislher representative requests a copy of hidher 
medical record or asks that record be fowarded to another health care provider, the- - 

licensee shall promptly provide the record without charge to ?he patient. 

5. ProbatlonlMonltoring Conditions 

With respect to any licensee who is the subject of any Order imposing a probation or 
monitoring requirement or a stay of an active suspension, in whole or in part, which is 
conditioned upon compliance with a probation or monitoring requirement, the licensee 
shall fully cooperate with the Board and its designated representatives, including the 
Enforcement Bureau of the Division of Consumer Affairs, in ongoing monitoring of the 
licensee's status and practice. Such monitoring shall be at the expenseof the disciplined 
practitioner. 

(a) Monitoring of practice conditions may inctude, but is not limited to, inspection 
of the professional premises and equipment, and Inspection and copying of patient records 
(confidentiality of patient identity shall be protected by the Board) to verrfy compliance with 
the Board Order and accepted standards of practice. 

(b) Monitoring of status conditions for an impaired practitioner may indude, but 
is not limited to, practitioner cooperation in providing releases permitting unrestricted 
access to records and other information to the extent permitted by taw from any treatment 
facility, other treating practitioner, support group or other individuaVfacility involved in the 
education, treatment, monitoring or oversight of the practitioner, or maintained by a 
rehabilitation program for impaired practitioners. If  bodily substance monitoring has been 
ordered, the practitioner shall fully cooperate by responding to a demand for breath, blood, 
urine or other sample in a timely manner and providing the designated sample. 



NOTICE GF REPORTING PRACTICES OF BOARD 
REGARDING OISCIPUNARY ACltONS 

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:148-3(3), all orders of the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners are 
available for public inspection. Should any inquiry be made concerning the status of a licensee, the 
inquirer will be informed of the existence of the order and a copy will be provided i f  requested. All 
evidentiary hearings, proceedings on motions or other applications which are conducted as public ' 

hearings and the record, including the transcript and documents marked in evidence, are available for 
public inspection. upon request. 

- 

Pursuant to 45 CFR Subtitle A 60.8, fhe Board is obligated to report to the National Practitioners Data 
Bank any action relating to a physiciadwhich is based on reasons relating to professional competence 
or professionat conduct: 

Which revokes ~f suspends (Or OtheWiSe restricts) a license, 
Which censures, reprimands or places on probation, 
Under which a license is surrendered. 

Pursuant to 45 CFR Section 61 -7, the Board is obligated to report to the HeaTmcare Integrity and 
Protection (HIP) Data Bank, any formal or official actions, such as revocation or suspension of a 
license(and the Length of any such suspension), reprimand, censure or probation or any other loss of 
license or the right to apply for, or renew, a license of the provider, supplier, or practitioner, whether by 
operation of law, voluniary surrender, non-renewability, or otherwise, or any other negative action or 
finding by such Federal or State agency that is publicly available information. 

Pursuant to N.J.S.A.439-19. ; 3., if the Board refuses to issue, suspends, revokes or otherwise places 
conditions on a license or permit, it is obligated to notify each licensed health care facility and health 
maintenance organization with which a licensee is affiliated and every other board licensee in this state 
with whom he or she is directly associated in private medical practice. 

In accordance with an agreement with the Federation of State Medical Boards of the United States, a 
list of all disciplinary orders are provided to that organization on a monthly basis. 

Within the month following entry of an order, a summary of the order will appear on the public agenda 
for the next monthly Board meeting and is forwarded to those members of the public requesting a copy. 
In addition, the same summary will appear in the minutes of that Board meeting, which are also made 
available to those requesting 3 copy. 

.- 

Within the month foltowing entry of an order, a summary of the order will appear in a Monthly 
Disciplinary Action Listing which is m e i  avalable to those members of the public requesting a copy. 

On a periodic basis the Board disseminates tu i s  licensees a newsletter which inciudes a brief 
description of all of the orders entered by the baf&  

From time to time, the Press Office of the Division of Consumer Affairs may issue releases including 
the summaries of the content of public orders. 

Nothing herein is intended in any way to limit the Board, the Division or the Attorney General from 
_ -  disclosing any public document. . _  


