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This matter was orened to the New Terser State Board of

Veterinary Nedical Examiners hereinafter the "Board’ mon rece±pt

of a consumer complaint by Chris and Anna Greco concerninc services

rendered by the respondent Sherri Talbot-Valerio, D.V.N. on their

nine 9 year old male

20 01.

Collie named "Winston"

to an initial reterinar1an

complaininof, among other svmrtoms, appetite loss

Thrs veterinarian recorrmended dental work. On July 24,
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The owners took Winston
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otcers uresertoed Winsto: to Dr. Talbot--VelerHo at Family Veterinary

rervica. hereinafter’ Famil " I: f:o r a second ooinion - ?E*r

Vale rio conducted a i:ys:.cal examenatron and concluded thai: tIC

was ucrernar}:able except for siornificant dental disease.- She

recommendeda de::tal olea.nino and extraction survery followino her

revie of prior blood: work results, The resmondent also advised

criers that acuropriate vaccines and hearcworm medication were

neoessar: in order to hosr.itali:e Winston. Finally. Dr. Talbot-

Valerio lorescri.:oec ire-dental antibiotics for the dog but these

were declined by the owners indicatino they had antibiotics at

nome.

Winston was admitted to Family on July 30, 2003. A total

of seven 7 decayed teeth were removed including the left upr’er

and lower canine teeth. The owners’ reoest to take the dog home

on Wednesday, July 30, 2003, was denied by Dr. Talbot-Vslerio who

advised that Winston would remain hospitalized until Thursday

morning. Winston was released into the owners’ care on Thursday,

July 31st. Recomnended antibiotics were again denied by the

owners.

The owners called Family on Saturday, August I, 2003, and

advied that -while Winston appeared to he improving he was not

eating well. Hills A/D food was recommendedbut the owners advised

they could not come to Family for the food until the following

week. r. Talbot-Valerio left for vacation shortly thereafter.
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v,ii:-.s ton’s condition deteric.rated raridly and he was .:cr-Htted to

analnea E.pierqence’ Hosi: ita. in Newton, New i ers .7 - The C:C’C ‘

conditi.c’n co:t.Lnuea to decline and. he was euthanized duo- to

kidney/liver failure;

Following receipt of the owners’ complaint and to: ies of

the dog’ s medical records, Dr - Talbot-Valerio was directed to

respond to the complaint and’ forward the original jatient records

in this matter to the Board office - The resrondent comr:iied with

this directive - A review of the original patient reoor’f.s suoplied

b the respondent compared to the rec:rds provided to the Eoard by

the corners revealed that the original records had been chanced or

embellished after the owners had received their copy. For example.

a notation concerning the administration of RinTadyl on July 30,

2003, had. been added to the original records and was absent from

the owners’ copy of the records.

Having reviewed the entire record, it appears to the

Board that the respondent engaged in professional misconduct,

contrary to N.J.S.A. 45:1-21e, in that the medical records

appeared to he altered or embellished after a copy was issued to

the owners. While the Board concludes that the records were

embellished, it specifically finds that there was no effort on the

part of Dr. Talbot-Valerio to intentionally mislead or deceive the

Board. Rather, it finds that the attempt was to further expand on

and/or clarify certain issues raised in the owners’ complaint. All



such changes to patient records should. be clearly date’S1 and noted

as additions. However, the Board conclude’s that those facts

trovide a. basis for disciiiiinsrv action rursuant to N.J 45: 1-

21e for p-rofessional misconduct.

A-dditicnaflv, the Board concludes that the res’oondent

failed to onclude neoessar and required onformation in her patient

records. S’oecificall’v, information concerning the amounts and

dosages, as well as the method, of anesthesia provided to Winston

were not reoorded in the medioal record. There were. no notes or

mention of fluids, crthe amounts, given during the dental suroerv

in the medical records. These facts provide a basis for

didcip’linarv action pursuant to NJ.S.A. 45:l-2lh cf failing to

comply woth the provisions of the Veterinary Medicine Act and its

accompanying regulations, which are administered by the Board,

specifically IAJ.A.C. 13:44-4.9a. -

It appearing that resondent Sherri Talbot-Valerio,

D.V.M. , desires to resolve this matter without recourse to- formal

proceedings; and the respondent not contesting the basis for the

entry of the within’ Order; and the Board finding that the

disposition of the matter as set forth herein is adequately

protective of the public health, safety and welfare, and other good

cause appearing:

IT IS, THEREFORE, ON THIS 27’day of 2005,

HEREBY ORDERED AND AGREED TEAT:



- the rusrcnc:’ent , .Sjt .:rri Talhot-Valerio, N_V.

hereby cease and desist from enhoc1nq in p’rcfessior’aI rtis:onftict,

in vic’ ‘,atiori of p J : 45:1-2.1 e y alterino., chancing and

eribellisbiHun ii.atient. recordts and, shall cease and’ c:esist from

failing to comply with the Board" s patient record regulation,

namely N.J AC. 13:44-4.9, as outlined above, in violation of

iT’J.S.A. IE:1-21e.

engaging in r’rofessiona1 miscondoco by altering.

g the original patient records; and 2 violating

comply with the statutes and reculations

e Board, specifically N.J.A.C. 13:44-4.9a.

:‘enalty shall be due and owinc no later than ten

entry of this Consent Order. Payment snaLo rje

fied check or money order made pavaJole to the

and shall be forwarded to Leslie C. Aronson,

Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners at 124

Halsey Street, Post Office Box 45020, Newark, New Jerse’ 07101.

3. Failure to comply with any provisions of this Order

or remit any and all payments required by ohos Oroer won result on

the filing of a Certificate of Debt and may result in subsenoent

disciplinary prc’ceedings for failure to comply with- an Order of the

Board.

hereby assessed civil

in th.e aecregate amount of

Dr. Talbot-Valeria is

penalties, pursuant to I’? - J 45 1-22,
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and failing to

administered by th
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10 days from the

submitted by certi

State of New Jersey

Executive Director,



1lf’t. PF3F*V STAfF. BOARD OF
VET-E.R1NARV MEDICAL EYJJCNBRS

k0t
MARK W. LOGMT, VN.D.

President

have read and understood
the within Order and agree
to be hound by its terms.
Coitsent is hereby given to
the Board’ to enter this Order.

VI??
-VALERIO, L- . 7 "f
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