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STATE OF NEW  JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAV AND PUBUC SAFETY
DIVIKION OF CONSUMdR AFFAIHS
BOAND OF DENTISTRY

IN THE MAU ER OF :

LEONARD VERTSMAN, D.D.S.
License No. Dl 99:9

LICENSED TU PRACTICE DENTISTRY
IN THE STATE OF NEW  JERSEY

This matsrwas opened to the New Jersey State Board of Dentlstry (*Board'') upon receipt

of informatjon that Leonard Vertsman, D.D.S. Crespondenf'), pedormed restorations on patient

V.S. even thougli' the gatient presànleà..with.serioqs' poriodontal diseasp. As a resujt: a len'unit,

fixedv mandibulas bridge was inserted whlch failed due to bone loss inthi lower anterior region and

Ia/k of bone suppert on abutment t00th # 24. Specifically, it has been alleged that on January 25,

2Q00 patient V.E. presented to respondent as an emergerloy patlent complaining of pain and

swelling in lbe lowgr lef! posterior regien caused by a poriapical abcass. V,S, also present/d with

serious perlodontal dlsease as well as many leeth In need of restorations in the mandibular arch.

Respondent eventually inyorted a fixed, ten unit bridg/ in the mandibular aroh, wîthout first
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scheduling a pericdontal evaluation or treatlng the serious periodontal condition. Additionally, tooth

# 24 was used as an abutmenî ïor the bridgej even though radiographs kndîcatsd that 10th # 24

(acked supicient bone support,
On December 17'2003, reepondent appeared with nounsel, Gregory Prosmushkin, Esg.,

matter. During the inquiry, responderlt admided that V.S. was
at an investigative inquiry into the
not referred tc a periodontist fcr an fvaluatjon andlhat nothing wa: done to treat the patient's poor

periodonlaj condjtlon prior to the insertion of the ten unit, tixett mandibular bridge. Additionally,

respondent admits that he dîd net make any notations in 1he patisnt chart concorning the patient's

poor periodontal condition and poor orai hygiene prior to the insedlon of the bridge. Respondent

admitted that after the bridge was inserted, and contnued to fail, h'e then made no'tations în the

patient chart concerning the patient's poor periodontaj condition and pocr oral hyglenê.

Havinj reviewed the entire record, including patient records and the testimony of

respondent af the fnvestigatve inquiry, it appears lo the Boardv that respondent commltted

repeated acts of negllgence by performing restorations in the presence of serjous periodontal

disease' as well as pgrforming iarge bridgework on abutment teeth that lacked suffjcienl bone

suppod. Additionally, tix patlont record failed to fuljy documentthe patlent's oral conditi#n and dld

not referpntx. the patienf s ordl hygtenecand periodontal oondition until atter the fixed bfidge.wa' .s

inse/ed. Those f'ao'ts establish a basiu for disliplinary action, pursuant to N-xJ.S.A- 45:1-21(d), fof

engaping in repeated acts of negllgence. Additkonallyv these facts establlsh a basisfor dïscipiinary

action forfailing to maintain and ccmplete accurute patient records aa required by N.J-A.C. 13:3Q-

8.7.
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inquiry, respondent 'The Board acknowledges that subsequont to the investigative

suceessfully completed a ten month courBe entitled i'FuII Mouth Rshabilitation: Conventional and;'
: ) v.: .. .. 
. L (. .)' k .

fmplant Prosthodontics' at the New York Unlversity College ef Dentistl Cènter for Contintlih:. 'yt 'r

' 

.

DenGl Education. Respondent has submitted a Codlficate of Achievementto the Board lndicatinj'

suooessful completion of the course, lt appearing that respondent deslres lo resolve this matter

without recourse to formal proceedings and for good cause shown;

tT ls oN THls J.z DAY oFX 20os

HEREBY ORDERED AND AGREED THAT:

1- Respondent is herebyassessed a civil penaity, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-22, in the

amount of $2,500 for violating N.J.S.A. <6:1-21(d). Addltionally, respondent is assessed a civil

penaltyf pursuant to N.J.S.A. *45:1-22: in the amount of $1 ,000 for Miolating N-J.A.C. 13:30-B.7.

Payment shall be made no later than thirty days from the ently of this Consent Order. Payment

for the (ivll penallies totaling $3,50: shall be submitted by oertified check or money order made

payable to the State of New Jersey and shall be sent to Kevin Earle, Executive Director, Board of

Dentistryp P.O. Box c 005, 124 Halsey Street, Sixth Floor, Newark, New Jersey Q7101.

2. Respondent shall pay restltution of $5,0Q0 by certified check or money order made

payable tq patient V.S., delivered--te-tkleq.offleew-of the New Jersey State Board:'bf D entistry

simultaneously with the signing of this order.

3.

the investigative inquiry. Such payment shall be made In the Bame manner a: payment of the

penalty and under the same terms ae indicated in numbered paragraph 1 above.

Respondent ehall be assess/d $4Q3.33 to cover the cost of the stenographer for
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4.

oertificate of debt.

Failure to remit any paymênl reqtàred by thie Ordgr Will rgsult ln tb/ filing of a

Failure to comply with any of the terms of this consent ordef may result in furti F

dfscipllnary action.

NEW  JERSEY STATE BOARD OF DFNTISTHY

. 7B . . 
'

F.
H rbort B. Dollnsky, D. .S.
Board President

I have read and understand this
Gcnsent Order and agree
to be bound by lts terms. I consent
to the entry of this Order.

eonard Vertsman, D-D.S.

/6:,/2 Jraaz'/ o'-
Datê

I oonsent to the lntry of this order
as to form-

k'XczksuA>u.' :
Lisa Taylor, Esq.

yk ()V
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