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This matterwas opened to the New lersey State Board of Psychological E
xam iners

(hereinafter ''the 'Board'') upon receipt of a complaint from J
.B. alleging that the

Respondent, Barry Kardos
, engaged in unethical and inappropriate behavior with former

. 

# . *patients D . S. and L.S. and that he married a former patient
, '.M. Specifically, the Board

reviewed copies of e-mails sent to respondent by various females
. One e-mail from L.S.

is dated February 6
, 2001 and provides that ushe believed in you

, ...trusted in you, ...loved

fou unconditionally and that you no more wanted a friendship with me than you want S
.

out of your life.'' An e-mail dated August 9
, 2001 from respondent to J.B. confirm ing



that uK. and M ., she the mother, he the child are clients of mine who are in ltaly
.'' W e

talked about resuming therapy after school was in session and 
she sent me a card asking

when we would stad.... You can e-mail her yourself. She is not the K. that we aII know
.
''

inquiry held on

February 14, 20O5which respondent atlended with his attorney
, ChristopherBarbrack, the

Board found that M .S. the son of K.M . was initially treated by you from September 24
,

Upon review of the record and testimony at the investigati
ve

1998 through December 10
, 1998. The patient records reflect that the date of birth of M

.S.

Fas September 27, 1990. Thus at the time of the initial treatment
, M.S. was 8 years old.

M .S. resumed treatmenl wilh Respondent on June 11
, 2001, July 2, 2001 , July 24, 2001,

July 31, 2001 and November 5
, 2001 for anger management and bereavement issues to

assist him in dealing with the death of his father who had a massive heart attack while

vacationing with him and his sister. M .S. was eleven years oId at the time of the second

treatment. Respondenttestified that he began his personql'involvement with K
.M. in mid

August of 2001 and married her on December 23
, 2001.

Respondent's testimony corroborated thatL
.S. was a former patient whom he

treated two years before he entered a personal friendship with her.He also testified that

the information that J
.B. obtained about his form er patients and personal female friends

was obtained from his home computer
. Although he testified that his home computer was

pass protected, J.B. was able to access information from it
.

At the inquiry the respondent also testified that he did not provide psychological

services to K.M. A review of the patient records demonstrated treat
ments notes written for

services provided to M .S. but the billing records supplied by respondent and his insurance

carrier indicate that the patient receiving services from respond
ent was K.M. AIl billing
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prepared and submitted by the respondent for services in September and October 1998
,

November 15, 2000 through December 19
, 2000 and January 10, 2001 through July 2001

and November 2001 indicate that the patient's nqme was K
.M and not M.S. Respondent

in his testimony advised that his secretarial staff erred in prepasing the billi
ng. The Board

finds that while it is plausible that an error may have occurred upon the initial visit in 1998

at some pointthe respondent should have reviewed the billing and caught this error
! as the

patient returned for treatment and he submitted bills for services in 2000 and 2001 .

Having reviewed the entire record
, including the complaint subm itted by J.B. and

the respondent's curriculum vitae and testimony of respondent at an investigative inquiry of

the Board of Psychological Examiners held on February 14
, 2005, it appears to the Board that

the fespondent failed to maintain appropriate boundaries as a psycholo
gist in his involvement in

a friendship with a former patient
, L.S. and his personal relationship with 'the mother of a patient

which began during the treatment and culm inated in m arriage five months aft
er the professional

relationship with the child terminated
. The Board also finds that the respondent failed to maintain

fidentiality in his allowing the c'omplainant J
.B. to obtain information regarding his patients andcon

former patients.

These facts establish a basis for disciplinary action pursuant to N
.J.S.A. 45:1-21(e)

and N.J.A.C. 13: 42-8.5 in that the action of the respondent in beginning a personal

relationship with the m other of his minor patient during the treatment and marrying he
r

within five months qf his terminating treatment with the minor son is a boundary violation

which constitutes professional misconduct
. Additionally, J.B.'S access to information

concerning the son is also a boundal violation
. The Board also found that the

respondent's conduct in submitting billing which does not accurately reflect the patientwho



received the treatment constitutes a violation of N
.J.S.A. 45:1-21 (h) and N.J.A.C. 13:42-

8. 1 .

lt appearing that respondent desires to resolve this matter with
out admissions and

without recourse to formal proceedings and for good cause sho
wn:

DJ .IT IS ON THIS DAY OF&e.g, 2006
HEREBY ORDERED AND AGREED THAT:

j ARespondent s Iicense to practice psychology shall be suspend
ed for two

years. The suspension shall be stayed for the two year period on th
e condition that

Respondent agrees to supervision of his practice
. The supervisor shall be approved in

advance by the Board. The Supervisor shall be in place for the entire period of the stayed

suspension. The supervisorshall submitquaderly repods in writing to the Board regarding

respondent's progress. The supervisor's repod shall provide an informative evaluation of

the respondent's patient treatment and professional practice
. The supervisor shall pay

particular attention to respondent's dealing with boundary
.issues, issues of confidentiality

as well as the respondent's overall practice
.

services of the supervisor
.

2.

boundary issues which shall be approved by the Board

Respondent is responsible for paying the

Respondent shall fully attend and successfully complete a cou
rse regarding

prior to its being taken. The

course must be completed within six months of the entry of this consent order
.

3. Respondent is cautioned to maintain confidentiality of information regarding

his patients. He is specifically warned to safeguard alI info
rmation regarding his patients
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and to ensure that no one is

computer.

permitted to access patient information from his home

Respondent iscautioned to maintain accurate patient records including billing

records. He is specifically warned to review billing records subm itted to insurance carriers

on behalf of his patients to insure that the billing records acc
urately reflect the name of the

patient receiving the services
.

4.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD QF
PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS

%
. A

' 

j z. y  zy , 
. j z p .By*.

Victoria Jeffers, Ph.D.
Board Chairperson

I havp read and understand the
within Consent Order and agreé
to be bound by its lerms. Consent
is hereby given to the Board to
enter this Or r.

f
/
/

Barry Kardos, Ph.D.

/
.
#

Cons as to the form of the order
is re given.

Christopher Barbrack
, Esquire

/= /*DATED: J

:/x /a zDATED:
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