FILED

June 13, 2008

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

ANNE MILGRAM

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN NEW JERSEY

Division of Law, Sth Floor

124 Halsey Street

P.O. Box 45029

Newark, NJ 07101 ,

Attorney for the New Jersey State Board
of Medical Examiners

By: B. Michelle Albertson
Deputy Attorney General

Tel. (973) 648-2975
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF MEDICAIL EXAMINERS
LN=THE-MAPERR—am
Administrative Action
IGWEBUIKE ONYEKABA, M.D. :
License No. MAG61767 : CONSENT ORDER

TO PRACTICE MEDICINE AND SURGERY
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

THIS MATTER was opened to the New Jersey State Board of
Medical Examiners (“Board”) upon receipt of information that on or
about June 29, 2007, the Georgia Composite State Board of Medical
Examiners (“Composite Board”) entered a “Public Consent Order”

executed by the Respondent, Igwebuike Onyekaba, M.D. on June 21,

2007.




More specifically, the Composite Board determined that
Respondent’s care of patient G.N. departed from, and failed to
conform to, the minimum standard of acceptable and prevailing
medical practice. As a result, Respondent was reprimanded.
Further, Respondent was required to obtain 30 hours of continuing
medical education in the area of emergency medicine, as well as pay
a fine of $5,000.00 and administrative fees of $100.00

The Board has determined that Respondent 's acte giving rise to

IT NOW APPEARING that the parties wish to resolve this matter

without recourse to formal proceedings; and that the Respondent

hereby waives any right to a hearing in thisg matter: and the-Beard

finding the within Order adequately protects the public’s health,
safety and welfare; and for good cause shown;

IT IS ON THIS |l day of :SQ,_\,_, . 2008, ORDERED AND
AGREED THAT Respondent ghall be, and hereby ig, reprimanded for

violation of N.J.S.A. 45:1-21 (e) .
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I have read and T understand

this Consent Order and agree to be
bound by its terms. I further
hereby consent to the entry of
this Consent Order.

IGWERUIKE ONYEKABA, M.D. I
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GAIL A. DODSKI
Notary Public, State of New York
No. 01 %OGOOSG‘P:BUMY
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RESPONDENT. *
PUBLIC CONSENT ORDER

By agreement cf the Composit;n‘:i State Boarc{ of Medical Examiners (“the Board”) and
Igwebuike Onyekaba, M.D. (the “Reséondent” » the following disposition of the matter is entered
~ pursuant to the provisions of O;C.G.A.:;§§ 50—13-13(}1)(4).

5 FINDINGS§ OF FACT

1
Respondent is licensed to practice medicinefin the State of Georgia and the State of Alabama

and was licensed as such at all times relevant to the|matters stated herein.

i

2
On or about December 1, 2002,5 patient G.N| presented to the emergency room of the Monroe
County Hospital in Monroeville, Alabd:ma with conjplaints of chest pain, nausea and numbness to
iower lip. The medical records indicaléz that Respo Mdeni was ihe atiending physician in (le

emergency room and that he examined §patient G.N.; that he ordered an EKG, CPK and cardiac

€nzyme test and that the results of the tiests did not ihdicate any significant abnormalities. The
| |
medical records indicate that Respondent and the n rsing staff were aware that patient G.N. had been

diagnosed with an aortic aneurysm in October of 2002 with unspecified site and was scheduled to

have surgery in January of 2003. The x_hedical recoxids indicate that Respondent diagnosed patient
G.N. with chest pain and possible costqichondn'tis, dered a GI cocktail, and discharged patient G.N.

with instructions to return if symptoms §worsened. Hatient G.N . died later that day.




i

the treatment of patient G.N. departed from and fafled to conform to the minimum standard of

acceptable and prevailing medical practice in the following ways:

of an aortic aneurysm is to order a CT: scan to evalixate any change in the aneurysm. If the CT
. : I
‘ !
scan shows any changes in the aneurysm, the patient should then have an immediate evaluation

by a cardiovascular surgeon. Respondent failed io‘ order a CT scan to evaluate any changes in

patient G.N.’s aneurysm.
4.
The Respondent wajves any further ﬁndiﬁgs of fact with respect to the above-styled

matter,

Respondent shall obtain thirty (30) hours o‘% continuing medical education (“CME”) in the

area of emergency medicine, including cardiovascular problems, in addition to the CME required of

all Georgia physicians. Respondent shall complete said additiona] thirty hours within one year from

2
|
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the docketing of this order. Prior to oﬁtaining the IME, Respondent shal] submit the title of the
course(s) he plans to attend and infornfation concerin‘ng the course(s) to the Board. Within one year
from the docketing of this consent ordér, Respondept shall submit proof of completion of sajd

additional thirty hours to the Board.
2.

Respondent shall submit to the §Board a ﬁn.egféof $5,000.00, to be paid in full by cashier’s
check or money ofder made payable tq the Composite State Board of Medical Examiners within
30 days of the effective date qf this Cofnsent Order; Failure to pay the entire amount by the 30th
day shall be considered a violation of t&us Order an?! shall result in further sanctioning of

Respondent's license, including revobaftion, upon stjbstantiation thereof.
; 3. |
i
In addition to the fine required }in paragraphi3 of this Consent Order, Respondent shal]

pay administrative fees in the amount of $100.00 a  reimbursement to the Board of expenses
. | ‘

incurred in the investigation of this matter, which expenses do not include time spent by the

4
This Consent Order and dissex@ination therefof shall be considered a PUBLJ C

REPRIMAND of Respondent by the Board.



6.

- The Respondent acknowledges that Respon’d:ent has read this Consent Order and
understands its contents. Respondent: understands ';‘;that the Respondent has the right to a
hearing in this matter and freely, knogfvingly and v'g luntarily waives that right by entering
into this Consent Order. Respondent }.mderstands fmd agrees that a representative of the
Department of Law may be present during the Boa;rd’s consideration of this Consent Order
and that the Board shal] have the authprity to reviq{iv the investigative file and all relevant
evidence in considering this Consent prder. Respofndez;t further understands that this

b

. v . ! "
Consent Order will not become effectjve until apptoved and docketed by the Composite

State Board of Medjcal Examiners. Respondent lénderstands that this Consent Order,

once approved and docketed, shall constitute a *}ublic record, evidencing disciplinary

action by the Board. However, if this Consent O%der is not approved, it sﬁaﬂ not

constitute an admissjon against interest in this proc;eeding, or prejudice the right of the

i

Board to adjudicate this matter. Respondent hereby consents to the terms and sanctiong

contained herein.

-



Approved, this 25 day of (Lm . , 2007,

(BOARD SEAL)

Gvolyn A. Wenerinass
ﬂ*om Public State of New York

- No. 4990181

COMPOSITE STATE BOARD OF
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NOTICE OF REPORTING PRACTICES oF BOARD
REGARDING DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS
:

evidentiary hearings, proceedingé on motions or other applications which are conducted as public
hearings and the record, including the transcript and documents marked in evidence, are available for
t.

public inspection, upon reques

Pursuant to 45 CFR Subtitle A 60.8, the Board is obligated to réport to the Nationa| Practitionerg Data
ank any action relating to a physician which ig based on reasons relating to professional competence

or professional conduct: ~ . ‘

(1) Which revokes or Suspends (or otherwise restricts) a license,

(2) Which censures, reprimands or places on probation,
(3) Under which a license is sufrendered. .

Pursuant to N.J.S.A.45:9-19.1 3, if the Board refuges to issue, Suspends, revokes or Otherwise placeg

conditions on g license or permit, it is obligated to notify each licensed health care facility angd health
maintenance organization with which a licensee is affiliateq and every other board licensee in this State

with whom he or she is directly associated in private medical practice.

der, a Summary of the order will appear in g Monthly
which is made available to those members of the public requesting a copy.

On a periodic basis the Board disseminates to jts licensees a newsletter which includes a brief
description of all of the orders entered by the Board. e

From time to time, the Press Office of the Division of Consumer Affairs may issue releases including
the summaries of-the content of public orders.

Nothing herein is intended in any way to limit the Board, the Division or the Attorney General from
disclosing any public document.



