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This matter wWas opened before the New Jersey State Board of
Medical Examiners upon the Board’sg receipt of g report from the Medical
Practitioner Review panej detailing the resultg of the Panel'’sg
investigation of information Tegarding g civil malpractice action
brought by the éstate of patient M.p. against Teéspondent Ruth Campo,

M.D. Specifically, the Panel received information detailing that g

respondent faileq to diagnose and treat necrotizing fasciitig, which

in turn Tesulted in an above the knee amputation, septic shock, cardiac
arrest, coma ang the patient’g death. During the bendency of itg
investigation, the Pane] revieweq available information, to include
without limitation the €mergency room fecords for the visit during
which respondent Provided care to M.p. and expert reports ang
deposition transcriptg from the civil action. The Panel additionally
Considered testimony'offered by'respondent when she appeared before the

Panel on May 16, 2008.

Tespondent, an €mergency room physician, Provided care to patient M.p,

when M.P., a 44 year old woman, Presented inp the €mergency roonp at



approximately 9:39 a.m. on July 12, 2002. Upon arrival at the
emergency room, M.P.'g temperature wag recorded to be 95.2, and her
blood pressure was recorded ag being 86/p. Respondent conducted an
éXamination of the patient, and found, among other items, soft tissue
swelling in the area of the left leg posterior thigh. Respondent
ordered testg to‘include X-rays of the lumbar spine and left femur and
blood tests. The blood testg revealed that M.p.'g white blood cel]
count was elevated and that her neutrophils were significantly
elevated. M.P.'g temperature wWas never taken g second time, nor was
any second blood Pressure reading recorded.

At 1:15 p.m., respondent discharged M.p. from the emergency
room with g diagnosis of ‘acute sciaticag.~ M.P.'g condition
deteriorated significantly thereafter, ang she was later admitted to
the hospital 3 second time andg treated for septic shock. A radical

amputation of M.p.'g left leg ang hip was performed, however she died

in the I.C.u. shortly thereafter. The cause of M.P.’s death was

The Panel concluded that respondent engaged in gross
negligerice when she failed to ruie out sepsis during M.P.’g emergency
room visit. Respondent wag aware, at the time of M.P.’g emergency room
visit, that the patient had significantly abnormal vita] signs (to
include hypothermia and hypotension), soft tissue swelling and
tenderness of the posterior left thigh, and abnormal 1lap results (to
include an elevated white blood cell count and a significant left shift
in neutrophils.) With all that information available, the Panel

concluded that respondent wag grossly negligent to have discharged M.p.



with a diagnosis of acute sciatica, without further exploring the

pPOssibility that M.p. was then in septic shock.

Additionally, the Panel found that Teéspondent failed to

of the Board’'s record-keeping rule, N.J.A.C. 13:35-6.5, While
respondent testified, when appearing before the Panel, that she gaw
M.P. three times when M.P. was in the eémergency room, had a nurse take
@ second blood pressure reading, and Spoke with M.p.‘g treating
orthopedist (whom she claimed agreed with her Tecommended course of
action), the hospital record is devoid of any notations or
documentation to Support her claimg.

The Board herein adopts the above delineated findings made
by the prane]. Based thereon, the Board concludes that cause for
disciplinary action against respondent exists bursuant to N.J.S.A.
45:1-21(c) and 45:1-21(h) . Respondent neither admits nor denies the
findings made by the Board, but has agreed to enter into this Order to

settle this matter. The parties desiring to resolve this matter

IT IS on thig 13th day of August, 2008
ORDERED AND AGREED :
1. Respondent Ruth Campo, M.D., ig hereby reprimanded for having
engaged in gross negligence in the care she provided to patient M.p.,

and for having faileq to maintain medical records in a manner



consistent with the requirements of the Board’s record-keeping rule.

2. Respondent 1is assessed a civil penalty in the amount of
$5,000, which penalty shall be payable in f&ll upon entry of thig
Order.

3. Respondent. shall attend and successfully complete g
continuing medical education course, acceptable to the Board, in
medical record-keeping. The course is to be completed within aix
months of the date of entry ‘of this Order. Prior to commencing said
course, respondent shall brovide information detailing the content of
the course she intends to take (i.e., a course syllabus) to the Board
office, and shall obtain approval from the Board for any proposed

course. Respondent shall additionally be responsible to ensure that

resgpondent’s completion of the course offering, documenting that

respondent attended and Successfully completed said courge.

o

Paul . Mendelowitz, M.D,
Board President

I consent to the entry of this Order
by the state Board of Medical
Bxaminers.
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Ruth Campo, M.D.”




NOTICE oF REPORTING PRACTICES of BOARD
REGARDING DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

inquirer wijl be informed of the existence of the order and g copy will be provided if 'equested. Ay
evidentiary ‘hearings, Proceedings on motions or other applicationg which are conducted ag public
hearings ang the recorg, including the transcript ang documents marked in evidence, are available for

Pursuant to 45 CFR Subtitle A 60.8, the Board is obligated to réport to the Nationa] Practitioners Data
Bank any action relating to 5 physician which is based on reasons relating to professiona| Competence

or professiona| conduct:
(1) Which revokes Or suspends (or otherwise restricts) a license,

(2) Which censures, reprimangs or places on Probation,
(3) Under which g license is Surrendered, .

In accordance with an agreement with the Federation of State Medica] Boards of the United States, a
list of all disciph’nary orders are provided to that organization On a monthly pasis.

Within the month following entry of an order, a Summary of the order Will appear on the public agenda
for the next monthly Boarg Meeting and is forwarded to those Mmembers of the public requesting a copy.
In addition, the same Summary will appear in the minutes of that Board Mmeeting, which are also made

available to those requesting a copy.

Within the month foHowing entry of an order, g SUmmary of the order wil] appear in g Monthly
Discipﬁnary Action Listing which is made available to those Mmembers of the public fequesting a copy.

On a periodic basis the Board disseminates to its licensees a newsletter which includes a brief
description of ajf of the orders entered by the Board. T

From time to time, the Pregg Office of the Division of Consumer Affairs may issue releases including
the summarieg of-the content of public orders.

Nothing herein is intended in any way to limit the Board, the Division or the Attorney General from
disclosing any public document.
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