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TO PRACTICE MEDICINE AND SURGERY
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

R I P R N

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of
Medical Examiners (Board)} upon receipt of a petition by Meeta
Patel, M.D.’s counsel, Cindy Perr, Esg., on or about August 4,
2008, requesting that the Board reconsider its’ July 15, 2008
ineligibility letter to Dr. Patel stating that pursuant to N.J.S.A.
45:9-8a(2) and N.J.A.C. 13:35-1.5 Dr. Patel is not eligible for a
residency training permit to continue her second post graduate year
(PGY2) surgical residency program at St. Francis Medical Center.
The basis for the ineligibility is that pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:35-
1.5(c) she did not complete her didactic medical education training
in the jurisdiction (i.e. Uganda) in which her medical school (i.e.
Kigezi International School of Medicine which was closed in or
about October 2004) was authorized to confer a medical degree. 1In
the alternative, Ms. Perr petitioned the Board to grant Dr. Patel
a waiver pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:35-1.5(p) and issue her a
residency training permit. On August 13, 2008, the Board remanded
this matter to the Medical Board Credentials Committee (Credentials
Committee) to perform a fact finding hearing which was conducted
on August 18, 2008, to determine whether Dr. Patel has received a
thorough and satisfactory didactic medical education through her
attendance at Kigezi International School of Medicine.




On August 18, 2008, Dr. Patel along with her counsel, C‘indg,-}w
Perr, and Dr. Peter Benotti, residency program director, Department

of Surgery, at St. Francis Medical Center, appeared before the
Credentials Committee. Based wupon the testimony and all
documentary evidence submitted, the Board and the Credentials
Committee determined that the applicant had not demonstrated
sufficient evidence of a medical education with the depth or
breadth or integration of a didactic medical education with a
thorough and satisfactory course of instruction in medicine and
surgery as required by the Board’s statutes and regulations. The
Credentials Committee further determined that although Dr. Patel’s
USMLE scores for Step 1 and 2 are impressive and a review of all of
her evaluations as a PGYl at St. Francis were positive, ranging
from average to above-average, these two facts do not substitute
for a fundamental didactic education. However, Dr. Patel has
demonstrated that with appropriate protections in place, she can
complete a supervised year of training in an institution, aware of
the didactic training deficiency and willing to provide heightened
protections. Therefore, the Credentials Committee recommended and
the Board approved this recommendation at its September 10, 2008
meeting that Dr. Patel be granted a limited waiver to receive her
residency training permit solely so that she may complete her PGY2
residency at St. Francis Hospital with certain conditions and
protections in place. The Board finding that the within
disposition is adequately protective of the public health, safety
and welfare with the following conditions;

IT IS THEREFORE on this 1st day of Qctober , 2008
ORDERED:

1. The Board shall issue a residency training permit to Dr.
Meeta Patel for the limited purpose of completion of her PGY2
residency at St. Francis Medical Center in Trenton, NJ. Said
permit will automatically expire on September 30, 2009, and is not
renewable. The PGY2 permit is subject to the following conditions:

A) Dr. Patel shall assure that Dr. Benotti, residency
program director, Dept. of Surgery, at St. Francis
Medical Center, or his successor, shall submit
detailed monthly reports to William Roeder,
Executive Director of the Medical Board, addressing
Dr. Patel’s performance, including, but not limited
to, an ongoing assessment of her strengths and
weaknesges. Any failure by Dr. Benotti or his
successor to submit monthly reports within ten days
of the end of each month will result in Dr. Patel’'s
automatic removal from the residency program.



Dt 02 08 00:58a

OCT-81-2008 15:38 From: ' " 101873 £48 370

Paul C Mendelowitz, MD I oo

3

Qo 01 08 03:40p

LN TOTREN 1Y Y0 rrom; Yo 3996023

D4

P,4-5
pé

P.aeg

~

n) Dr, Farel mgrevs cor to ook any axcengainn ‘ef hog
tesidency trafpiing in Wew Jersey beyond herx LoYy
year.

#. ¥hig Oxvigr iw without prejudice ta Dx. Patel applying for
plenary \icensure to practice medicine ana surgery in the gtate . of
New Jexoey. In ordex to be granted a plenary Micenoe, ODz. parel
will be roquized to meet all of tae requirenents for l{censurz in
Now Jaraey puxoumpt Lo the applicahlae ptatutes and regulatians .

3, Dx. patel e:pxei:exy valves any dlaiw o awil ox
confidentiality Gchat ahe wy bawe concorning p::pnngmm
disclosures ta the Hoard, seod une by the Board of that informaticn
in omy ldcensure procasdisge.

4. Dr, F3tel hoxoby comsents to the eatxy of am Order of
AUtomaric wmumgenalon of hexr ragtdency training pexmir without
rotice. upow the Baawdig xeeaipt of any tatormirion which tha Boarg
in ite sole diacxetion deowns xeliable that Dr. Patel hag failed to
comply with any of che provigions of this Ordez.

5. Dr. Patel shal]l have the Y1ght to apply for removal of
Che ankcmatic suspension on f£ive (5) daya' notfee. The acle fesoue
at any fuch heasing shall be wvhether Qir. Patel has violated any
provigien of chis Order. :

6. This ordex le affactive uypon itwy ﬂnug with thas Row
Jereuy Sctate Bosrd af MedicAl Rxaminers. ‘

~

NEW JEREBY STATE HOART Q¥ MADKCAL TANINERS

i
T
\

By: - -
Paul T; sendelowlcx, M.D., Hoazd President

I bave zepd and nodexpteod

b ghove GDder ond pgres to

e bourd by its terms, I baxeby
ConEBNL O tha sntyy of thig Order:

ta Patel, M.D.

Mee

HN'e T92eL 800L ¥ 2O O L-8ws-£26:X04 N A0 ALl

L7a Tl | QOT BN Y T MY Lo abd Ba Ve N N VNS Al e e

70 'd £0:77 8002 ¢ 330 95T -878-£6:Xe S Mo

PR 2t

40 ATA



B) Dr. Patel agrees not to seek any extension of her
residency training in New Jersey beyond her PGY2

year.

2. This Order is without prejudice to Dr. Patel applying for
plenary licensure to practice medicine and surgery in the State of
New Jersey. In order to be granted a plenary license, Dr. Patel
will be required to meet all of the requirements for licensure in
New Jersey pursuant to the applicable statutes and regulations.

3. Dr. Patel expressly waives any claim to privilege or
confidentiality that she may have concerning reports and
disclosures to the Board, and use by the Board of that information
in any licensure proceedings.

4. Dr. Patel hereby consents to the entry of an Order of
automatic suspension of her residency training permit without
notice, upon the Board’s receipt of any information which the Board
in its sole discretion deems reliable that Dr. Patel has failed to
comply with any of the provisions of this Order.

5. Dr. Patel shall have the right to apply for removal of
the automatic suspension on five (5) days’ notice. The sole issue
at any such hearing shall be whether Dr. Patel has violated any

provision of this Order.
6. This Order is effective upon its filing with the New

Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

By:

Paul C. Mendelowitz, M.D., Board Presgsident

I have read and understood

the above Order and agree to

be bound by its terms. I hereby
consent to the entry of this Order:

Meeta Patel, M.D.
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I consent to the form
and entry of this Order.

Cindy Perr, Esqg.

I have read and understand the
within Order and agree to comply
with the terms which relate to the
submission of monthly reports.

Peter N. Benotti, M.D.,
residency director, Department of Surgery,
St. Francis Medical Center



