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This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of Dentistry (''Board'') upon receipt

of information that Richard 1. Cohen, D.D.S. (iirespondenr') was allowing dental assistants to

perform duties which are beyond their scope of practice. Specifically, it has been alleged that

respondent was allowing dental assistants to take x-rays without possessing the requisite x-ray

Iicense.

Administrative Action

CONSENT ORDER

On W ednesday, July 9, 2003, respondent appeared with counsel, Stephen H. Schechner,

Esq., at an investigative inquiry into the matter held by the Board. During the inquiry, respondent

admitted that three dental assistants had taken x-rays without the benefit of possessing the

requisite x-ray Iicense.

Having reviewed the entire record, including patient records and the testimony of

respondent at the investigative inquiry, it appears to the Board that respondent has permitted three

dental assistants to take x-rays without possessing the requisite Iicense.



Thesefacts establish a basisfordisciplinaryaction, pursuantto N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(e), in that

respondent has engaged in professional or occupational misconduct as may be determined by the

Board. These facts also establish a basis for disciplinary action, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(n),
in that respondent has perm itted an unlicensed person to pedorm an act for which a license or

cedificate of registration or certification is required by the Board, as well as aided and abetted an

unlicensed person in performing such an act. Additionally, these facts establish a basis for

disciplinary action, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(h), in that respondent has violated or failed to

comply with the provisions of any act or regulation adm inistered by the Board. It appearing that

respondent desires to resolve this matter without recourse to formal proceedings and for good

cause shown:

IT IS O N THIS

HEREBY ORDERED AND AGREED THAT:

1'3 DAY OF J.u 'a.a.- , 2009

Respondent is hereby assessed a civil penalty, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-22, in the

amount of $7,500, consisting of $2,500 for the acts of each of the three dental assistants who were

permitted to take x-rays without possessing the requisite license in violation of N
.J.S.A. 45:1-21(e),

N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(n) and N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(h). Payment of the civil penalties totaling $7,500 shall be

by cedified check or money order made payable to the State of New Jersey, simultaneous with the

entryof this Consent Order, and shall be sentto Jonathan Eisenmenger
, Executive Director, Board

of Dentistry, P.O . Box 45005, 124 Halsy Street, Sixth Floor, Newark, New Jersey 07101 .

Subsequent violations will subject respondentto enhanced penalties pursuant tOS.J.S.A. 45:1-25.

Respondent is hereby assessed the costs of the investigation to the State in this

matter in the amount of $4,108.18. Payment for the costs shall be by certified check or money

order made payable to the State of New Jersey and submitted to the Board simultaneous with the

entry of this Consent Order. Paym ent shall be sent to Jonathan Eisenmenger at the address

described in paragraph #1.




