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The New Jersey State Board of Chiropractic Examiners (Board) entered a

Final Order of Discipline on April 23
, 2009 against Samuel Sbarra, D.C. (Dr. Sbarra).

On or about June 8, 2009, Dr. Sbarra filed a Notice of Appeal from that order
. On June

15, 2009, Dr. Sbarra filed an application to Administrative Agenc
y for Ad lnterim Relief

pursuant to 8. 2:9-7. seeking a stay of the Board 's order
. By letter dated June 17

,

2009, the Attorney General
. by John Hugelmeyer. DAG, responded to the application

objecting to the relief sought.

On June 25, 2009, at its regularly scheduled meeting
, the Board

considered the application. The Board is confident that it exercised its disciplinary

responsibility in appropriate manner in imposing the sanctions in its 
order of April 23,

2009. Dr. Sbarra has admitted to engaging in deliberate acts d
esigned to defraud an

insurance com pany. He stands criminally convicted of that conduct
. A suspension is

appropriate, if lenient.

The Notice of Appeal cites two issues: that he was entitled t
o a hearing



and that the Board acted arbitrarily and èapriciously in suspending Dr
. Sblra's license.

The Board agrees with the Attorney General's position that Dr
. Sbarra has

failed to demonstrate that he satisfies the standards for issuing a stay as set fodh in

Crowe v. (leGitlja, 90 N.J. 126, 132-34 (1982). While Dr. Sbarra will cedainly feel the

economic effects fo a suspension, the Ioss of a monetary benefit - padicularly one

brought on by his own behavior - does not constitute irreparable harm
. The 1aw is well

settled, the facts are not disputed. and the need for public confidence in the delivery of

chiropractic services free from fraud outweigh any harm that might befall Dr
. Sbarra.

THEREFORE on this 25th day of June
, 2009, it is

ORDERED that the application for Ad lnterim Relief pursuant to 8
. 2:9-7

is denied.
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The New Jersey State Board of Chiropractic Examiners (Board) entered a

Final Order of Discipline on April 23
, 2009 against Samuel Sbarra, D.C. (Dr. Sbarra).

That order, which finalized the January 21 
, 2009 Provisional Order of Discipline

, reflected

the Board 's review of the record and consideration of Dr
. Sbarra's mitigation and

b 
filed a Notice of Appeal fromarguments of counsel. On June 8

, 2009, Dr. Samuel Sbarra

the entry of the Final Order of Discipline
. As permitted by R . 2:5-1, the Board files this

supplemental order.
*

Dr. Sbarra pled guilty on September 26
, 2007. to an accusation presented

in Essex County Superior Court
, charging one count of Attempted Theft by Deception

, 3d

degree. The accusation provided that between November 2
, 2005 and November 18,

2005, Dr. Sbarra

did purposely attempt to obtain property of another in exces
s of $500 bydeceptio

n, that is (Dr. Sbarra) did purposely attempt to obtain payment for
medical treatment rendered in excess of $500 from the Chubb lnsuranc

eCompany by creating or reinfo
rcing the false impression that a claim

submitted for payment accurately reflected the services provid
ed to his

patient R.S.,









professional boards may determihe what constitutes professional m isc
onduct. State v.

Polk, 90 N.J. 550 (1982 ). W here, as here, a chiropractor engages in acts that are

designed to defraud, acts that cast aspersions on the integrity of the profession
. and which

injure societyas whole by contributing to the escalating cost of insurance
, the Board should

and must act with a significant sanction
.

Dr. Sbarra, consistent with statutory and common Iaw
. and due process and

fundamental fairness
, was given an opportunity to be heard

. The Provisional Order invited

him to submit any information he wished the Board to co
nsider. He did. The Board

reviewed the record and submissions and deliberated
. W e are not persuaded that his

assertion of cooperation with the investigation after he was caught 
on tape schem ing with

an undercover investigator to collect insurance payments for se
rvices not provided, on

dates prior to his first meeting with that putative patient
, and attem pting to tblject for thb' bè'

services, should eliminate the suspension of his license
. The Board is aware that an active

suspension has significant financial consequences for its license
es, but Dr. Sbarra would

not be facing a suspension had he not violated the Iaw
. W e are satisfied that the sanction

imposed in the Final order of Discipline entered on A
pril 23, 2009, is appropriate

.
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