


























The April 2001 Order further provided that

Atanasio could seek to appear no sooner than one year from date of

entry Order renew application for reduction

licensure restrictions .

April 2001 Consent Order have

remained any change, since the that the

Order was entered , and remain in place today .

Respondent appeared before a Committee of the Board

on or about July 24, 2002, to request relaxation or discontinuation

terms the April 2001 Order. The Board then denied his

request terminate the terms of the Consent Order
, however the

Board's determination was not communicated to Dr . Atanasio .

The terms

place, without

On August 2008, Executive Director Roeder wrote

Dr. Atanasio, and advised that the Board office had

discovered the last quarterly report received from

monitor, Sprague, was dated April 9
, 2002. The letter advised

Atanasio that he may be out of compliance with the terms of

Consent Order he entered with the Board
. Dr. Atanasio was asked to

provide the Board office with the identity of his current monitor

and with history and status as to your participation

asked to

September 1,

results obtained since April 9,

Atanasio responded to Roeder by dated

his letter, Atanasio stated
, among





2001 Consent Order, specifically the monitoring requirement as

well as your request terminate the Consent Order .
''

Committee

transcript of proceedings on May 27, 2009 shall hereafter appear as

5/27'$ . While Deputy Attorney General Lim was attempting

provide Dr. Atanasio with general information concerning the nature

Board's inquiry , Atanasio interrupted and stated

Committee members that it was nnice to see yoù every seven or eight

years.'' T S/27, 4:21 - Dr. Atanasio then admonished Committee

members umaintain some eye contact with while lamenting

(referring Board members 1ap top computers) that

amazing, machines. These guys are into machines now
.
''

5 :18-21 .

Atanasio was asked questions concerning

appearance before Committee Board July

Atanasio testified that, following the July appearance
, he had

continued comply with the requirements the April

Order, stating that after the meeting , he considered nno news was

good news'' and he ujust went on with my life without doing

Respondent appeared before Preliminary Evaluation

the Board May 2009 (References the

When asked about his current treatment
,

testified that was currently seeing Dr
. Canella

basis. When asked about his treatment plan with

Atanasio

regular

Canella,





DR . ATANASIO : Well, then it's over, because I got some
questions for you. 1,11 see you . You can 't even answer
questions? What kind of a group are you?

DR . ATANASIO : Now I'm losing my respect for you .
I can't ask you questions?

DR . JORDAN : Thank you for coming in .

DR . ATANASIO : it's been great. You are a cretin .

Since on about April 2002 (the date of the last

quarterly monitoring report submitted to the Board by Dr
. Sprague),

respondent has failed to comply with requirements for monitoring of

practice were imposed upon him within Consent Order

which he entered with the Board on April 2001
. Specifically,

since that time, respondent failed comply with terms of

monitoring program, which was to have included regular

psychotherapy with Board approved psychotherapist and regular

random urine screening for the presence of alcohol and drugs

respondent's urine at frequency of not less than four times per

month, and was have required that respondent 's Board approved

monitor provide, at a minimum , quarterly written reports detailing

respondent's continued participation in the monitoring program and



Conclusions Law

Respondent's continuing failure , since

Order,

to comply with

conduct

terms

respondent responsible ,

Order's specific recitation that

provisions

terminated.'' Respondent's failure to

order be

comply with

unilaterally

terms of the

( nthe f ailurelrder constitutes

licensee to comply with an order duly entered and served upon

licensee has knowledge shall be deemed

shall any of

revocation

pursuant to b0th N .J .S .A . 45:1-21

occupational misconduct) and 45:1-21

suspension

Based thereon, cause

respondent 's license exists

(violation or failure

any act or regulation administered by

Board).

or about

the Board's April 6,April 9,

misconduct.z').

2) Respondent's actions when appearing before a Committ
e e

Board May 2009
, include unilateral

determination to stop answering questions from Board members and to

terminate the appearance
,

N .J .A .C . 13 :45-1 .3 (a) Based thereon
, cause for the suspension

revocation respondent's license exists pur
suant

N.J.S.A. 45:1-21 (engaging professional occupational





Feraity Assessvent

be assessed

case, we have considered both the need to punish Dr
. Atanasio

our paramount responsibility act manner that will

ensure public health, safety welfare
. Respondent's

continuing violation entered with the

Board in April and contumacious

conduct when appearing before a Preliminary Evaluation Committee o
n

May 27, 2009, provide than adequate grounds support the

entry an Order suspending license practice
. The

monitoring Atanasio's practice was intended place

safeguards assure that would again relapse d
rug

and/or alcohol Atanasio's unilateral determination to

discontinue the monitoring program we had established ultimately

prevented Board from learning Atanasio's admitted

subsequent misuse narcotics (in turn necessitating inpatient

treatment at Summit Oaks), thereby placing the public in general at

risk . similar manner
, his refusal to answer questions when

appearing before the Preliminary Evaluation Committe
e, and

decision unilaterally end the meeting
, were actions which

investigation .

Respondent has

Board which would persuade

evidence

exists



suspension license. Rather,

respondent's bizarre and aberrant behavior, exhibited now

recent occasions, is behavior which necessarily raises concern that

ability safely and competently practice medicine may

compromised .

On balance, we have concluded that the overriding need to

protect public health, safety and welfare compels us enter an

Order suspending respondent's license this time . Should

respondent seek reinstatement license at time after

entry Order, need demonstrate

present capacityfact possesses

safely engage practice of medicine and surgery State

New Jersey . We therefore will require that respondent obtain

and present reports addressing his current psychiatric health
, and

reports that will suffice demonstrate that he is presently

engaged in the use alcohol drugs (see requirements set forth

greater detail below). event we conclude
, following

review required reports
, respondent can resume the

presently order

practice of medicine and surgery , we specifically reserve the right

to then impose any conditions or limitations which we determine

include conditions monitoring

WHEREFORE ,

ORDERED :





independent evaluating psychiatrist

neuro-cognitive assessment

be performed, then Dr . Atanasio shall also be required to submit

report of a neuro-cognitive assessment
, which assessment shall be

pre-approved by the Board .

a report from the Professional Assistance Program
, o r

from Board approved monitor monitoring entity
, offering

opinion on the need for future monitoring to assure that respondent

engaged the use of alcohol drugs
. report must

include, at a minimum , results hair analysis, which analysis

shall conducted within two months dat
e which Dr .

Atanasio appears before Committee of the Board, results

random urine monitoring , which monitoring shall have been conducted

weekly basis, for a period of not less than eight weeks prior

to Dr . Atanasio 's appearance
. The urine monitoring shall include

testing the presence alcohol and controlled dangerous

substances.

When appearing before Committee Board,

respondent shall demonstrate that he has met all continuing medical

education requirements set forth within N
. J .A .C . 13 :35-6 . 15 .

in the event the

recommends that need exists for

conditions and limitations

following his appearance
,

Order

Atanasio's continued practice

hereafter supplemental

limitations on practice that



the Board may then conclude are neces
sary to adequately protect

public health, safety and welfare
.
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