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STATE OF NEW JERSEA''
DEPARTMENT OF LAW  & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY

IN THE MAU ER OF THE APPLICATION OF: :
:

GEORGEANN BOULOS PLUDOW SKI, R.P.
License No. R101824800

FOR REINSTATEMENT OF LICENSURE
TO PRACTICE PHARMACY IN THE
STATE OF NEW  JERSEY

Administrative Action

ORDER OF REINSTATEMENT

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of Pharmacy upon receipt

of respondent Georgeann Pludowski's application for reinstatement of her Iicense to

practice pharmacy in this State. Respondent and the Board entered into a prior Consent

Order, on July29, 2004, to resolve allegations that respondent dispensed a chemotherapy

drug instead of the prescribeà blood pressure medication, and that when the patient's

family retumed the remainder of the medication ten days Iater, respondentfailed to inform

the family mem ber of the seriousness of the error, failed to advise the family member to

take the patient to a physician, and failed to notify the prescribing physiciàn of the



emergent situation. In addition, it was alleged that respondent made a second medication

error as to another patient, dispensing a dosage significantly in excess of the

recommended daily dosage. The 2004 Consent Order provided that respondent's Iicense

to practice pharmacy was suspended for five years
, the first three of which were to be

served as a period of active suspension and the remainder to be stayed and sewed as a

period of probation. Respondentwas also required to completethe ''Pharmsafety
.netn self-

study modules, as well as pay a civil penalty of $5,000 and costs totaling $8.100, which

could be paid by payment plan approved by the Board prior to her return to the practice of

pharmacy. Although respondentcould have soughtto return to active practice in 2007
, she

has not sought to do so until the present time
.

On May 27, 2009 respondent appeared with hercounsel
, Pamela Mandel, Esq., at

an investigative inquiry before the Board. Respondent testified that she had not worked

as a pharmacist or in a pharmacy since December 2003
, prior to the start of her Iicense

suspension. She testified that she had two non-pharmacyjobs ending in 2007 when she

began receiving disability benefits due to a diagnosis of majordepression
, resulting atleast

in pad from the death of the patient after her medication error as well as the murder of her

best friend. Respondeht testified that she has made great strides in treatment with her

therapist, Dr. Machado, and that she believes she is no Ionger disabled and is ready to

roturn to the practics of pharmacy. Respondent asserted that she has learned that she

needs to take time to ensure the accuracy of her work and that it is permissible to ask for

help when she needs it. Respondent testified that she would Iike tp begin working part
-

time, and work up to a full-time position as she becomes reacquainted with the pharmacy

and familiar with new technology
.

Respondent also subm iited Ietters of support from John Cornish
, Esq., regardîng

cedain prior legal issues, from two former clients of respondent, and from Dr. Gerard A



M achado, Psy.D., herpsychologist. Dr. Machadooffered his opinion thatrespondent'fhas

attained a Ievel of psychological stability necessaryforthe performance of her duties and

responsibilities as a pharmacist'' and that he is committed to working with her as she

resumes professional practice as a pharmacist. The Board has reviewed these Ietters
, the

testimony, and aII relevant documentation submitted.

Respondent, being desirous of resolving this matterwithout the necessity of further

fprmal proceedings, and agreeing to waive any right to same
, and the Board having

determined that this O rder is sufficiently protective of the public health
, sâfety and welfare,

and alI padies agreeing to the terms of this Order',

IT IS THEREFORE ON THIS al * DAY OF /::442009,
ORDERED THAT:

Respondent's Iicense to practice pharmacy in the State of N#w Jersey is

hereby reinstated subject to the conditions set forth in this Order,

2. Prior to Iicense reinstatement, respondent shall undergo a criminal history

record background check and pay alI reinstatement fees.

3. For a period of two years commencing on the date of reinstatement of her

Iicense, respondent shall not actas a preceptor or a pharmacist-in-charge (RPIC) at any

pharmacy and shall not own or have an ownership interest in any pharmacy
. Periods of

time when respondent is not engaged in the active practice of pharmacy shall not count

toward the two years set forth herein.

During the two years following the reinstatement of her Iicense
, re'spohdent

shall serve a copyof this Orderon aIl employers
, Iicensee supervisors, and/or responsible

entities or officials at each and every facility whefe she plans to practice pharmacy
, prior

to commencing work as M licensee and shall ensure that each employer and Iicensee
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supervisor sends documentation to the Board fhat he or she has reviewed the complete

Order. Respondent's supervisor shall provide quartedy repods to the Board regardi
ng her

progress. The rejods shall include the number of days and hours worked by respondent
,

a general statement of herperformance and herabiliWto handle stress
, and whetherthere

have been any medication errors or consumer complaints attributable to respondent, and

if so, an explanation of any such error or complaint
. Periods of time when respondent is

not engaged in the active practice of pharmacy shall not count toward the two years set

forth herein.

Respondent shall pay the civil penalties and costs assessed in the prior

consentorder, in atotal amountof $13,100, plus additional costs relating to herapplication

for reinstatement of $298.50. In payment of the civil penalties and costs
, respondent shall

make twelve monthly payments of $1,116.54 per payment. The first payment shall be

submitted contemporaneously with the signing of the Consent Order
. Subsequent

payments shall be due on the first of every month thereafter until aII amounts are paid in

full. In the event respondent does not submit payment within fifteen (15) days from the

date the payment is due
, the full amount shall be immediately due and owing. AlI

payments shall be submitted by certified check or money order made payable to thé State

of Ncw Jersey and shall be sent to Joanne Boyer
, Executive Director, Board of Pharmacy,

124 Halsey Street, Sixth Floor, P.O. Box 45013
, Newark, New Jersey 07101. Yhe Board

may, at any time following thidy (30) days from the entry of this Order, file a Cedificate of

Debt memorializing the entire amount then due and owing by respondent pursuant to thi
s

Consent Order.

Respondent shal! be stlbject to an Order of automatic suspension of her

license upon the Board's receipt of any information which the Board
, in its sole discretion,
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deems reliable demonstrating that respondent has failed to comply with any of the

conditions setforth in this Order induding but not Iimited to an unfavorable repodfrom her

supewisor concerhing medication errors, or failure to make a payment required herein

within fifteen days of the due date. Respondent shall have a right to apply for removal of

the automatic suspension on ten (10) days notice to the Board and to the Attorney

General. The Board may hold a hearing on that application before the full Board or before

a comm ittee of the Board. In the event a comm ittee hears the application, its action shall

be subject to ratification of the full Board at its next scheduled meeting

NEW  JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY

#

By..
Edward G. McGinley, h. .
President

I have read the w ithin Order,
understand its terms and agqee
to be bound by them. I
consent to entry of the Order
by the Board of Pharmacy.
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Geor nn Bou os Pludowski, R.P. '
Respo dent

Consent is given as to form and
entry of this O

dszozsv .xA- --' .... 
.W  ..

.'Pamela Mandel, Esq.
. , 
<

'' Attorney for Georgeann Boulos Pludowski, R.P.
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