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X  THc MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION
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Paul Zam erowski, R.PIA.
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'1*() PRACTICE PHARM ACY
LN THE STATE OJï NEF JMFSEY

CONSENT ORDER

VOLUNTARY SURR6NDER

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of Phannacy (Board) upon receipt of a

repol't on or about March 30, 2009 from the Professional Assistance Program IPA#I of the relapse of

Paul Zamerowski, R.Ph. (Respondent) into stlbstance abuse in the fonu of opiate dependence as

evidenced by Respondent's adm itting himself into inpatient treatment at Seabrook House after his

alm ission to diverting CDS for his own use fl'om the CVS phanuacy where he was employed
.

Respondent first came to the attention of the Board in M arch 2008 upon receipt of infonmation

that Respondent had allegedly diverted controlled dangerous substances from his employer Cherryl-lill

Pllarmacy, Cherry Hill, New Jersey. Respondent had been in ongoing recovery forseven (7) years when

l4e suffercd a relapse into abuse of Oxycontin from January 2007 through M arch 2007 following hi
p

replacem ent surgery in Novem ber 2006. On M arch l2, 2008, Respondent appeared before the Board



with legal. counsel and a representative of the PAP
. At that tim e, the PAP fully supported the

continuance of Respondent's licensure contingent upon his continued compliance with all PAP

conditions and monitoring. Respondent entered into a Consent Order filed on Aplil 23
, 2008 whereby

he agreed to continue to participate in the Professional Assistance Program and to continue to abstain

ft-om alcohol and controlled dangerous substanccs
, am ong other things. He furthet agreed that his

license would be autolnaticallysuspended uponthe Board's receiptof anyinformationwhich the Board,

in its sole discretion, deems reliable demonstrating that he had failed to comply with any of th
e

conditions set forth in the Consent Order. On or about M arch 30, 2009, the PAP alerted the Board of

Pharm acy that Respondent had relapsed into substance abuse as detailed above
.

Respondent seeks leave to voluùtarily surrender his license to practice pharm acy in the State of

New Jersey without prejudice and in accordance with the terms of this Order. The Board tinding the

within disposition adequately protective of the public health
, safety and welfm'e, and other good cause

t'laving been shown,

#P 'IT IS
, therefore on this Xê day of tf L jl , 2009

ORDERED THAT

Respondent is hereby granted leave and shall im mediately stlrrender his license to

llratztice phanracy in the State of New Jersey fo'r a minimum period of five (5) years f'rom the date of

this Order.

Respondent shall inuuediately cease and desist from engaging in the practice of

pharm acy, which includes, but is not lim ited to the following: respondent shall not handle
, order,

inventory, compound, count, fill, refill or dispense any drug; he shall not handle anything requiring a



prescription, including devices and medications; he shall not handle prescriptions; he shall not advise

or consult with patients, and he is prohibited from being present within a prescription filling area of a

phanuacy.

Respondent shall surrender his original wall certiticate
, his wallet certificate, his most

recent renew al card of his license and the permit of Fam ily Pharmacy to the Executive D irector of the

Board imm ediately upon the entry of this Order by mailing same to Joa
nne Boyer, Executive Director

,

Boa'rd of Pharmacy, P. 0 . Box 45013, Newark, New Jersey 07101.

Respondent will comply fully with the m onitoring program established for him by the

PAP. Such m onitoring program  shall include but not be limited to:

psychoactive substances including alcohol unless
prescribedbya treatinghealth care profcssional foradocumented medical condition and
with notitication fzom the treating health care professional to the executive medicatdi
rector of the PAP c)f the diagnosis and treatm ent regim e within five d

ays of issuiag the
prescription. Respondent shall advise al1 of his treating health caré practitioners, whoprescribe m edications, of his addidion histol'y and shall be responsible to ensure that th

etreating health care professional notiûes the PAP of any prescliption for a psychoactive
substance within five days of issuance of the prescription

. Respondent shall also
personally notify thc PA.P of any prescription for psychoactive substance within fiv

edays of issuance of the presclipti
on.

Absoltlte abstinence from al1

Successful com pletion of an approved treatm ent program under the supervision of thePAP
, including but not lim ited to enrollm ent in an inpatient treatment facility if deemed

necessary by the PAP.

Attendancc at 90 meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous in 90 days
, and thereafter at af

requency to be detennined by the M edical Director of the PAP
, but not less than three

meetings per week. Respondent shall provide evidence of attendance at such poupsdi
rectly to the PAP on a fonu or in a m anner as required by the Prog

ram .

b.

Respondent shall undergo random urine monitoring under the supervision of the PAP
on an unannounced basis, at a frequency to be determined by tbe PA#

, but no less than2 
tim es per week. Al1 test results shall be provided in the first i

nstance directly to thePAP 
and any positivc result shall be reported imm ediately by the PAP to the ExecutiveDi

rector of the Board. Any failure by Respondent to submit or provide a urine sam ple



within twenty-four (24) hours of a request will be deemed to be an act of non-

compliance with the terms of this Order absent an excuse satisfactory to the PAP
.

The Board reserves the light to require a modification of the manner of th
e random

witnessed uline testing by the PAP in the event teclmical developments or individual
requirements indicate that a different m ethodology or approach is reqtlired to gua

rantee
the acctlracy and reliability of the testing

.

Respondent's failure to submit to
of a request shall be deem ed to be
shall be deem ed a violation of this
scheduled urine test

Board in writing within two (2) days, alzd cause the PAP to so advise the Board in
writing within (2) days, of a claimed illness or impossibility. lf Respondent fails to
appear for a scheduled urinc test due to illness

, Respondent shall provide to the Board
,wyitten substantiation of the illness in the form of a physician's report

, within two (2)d
ays. ktlmpossibilit/' means an obstacle beyond the control of Respondent that is
insunnountable or that m akes his appearance for the urine test so infeasible that a
reasonable person would waive Respondent's requirem ent to give the urine sample thatd
ay.

ordcr unless Respondent is unable to appcarfor a
due to illness or otherimpossibility

. Respondent must advise the

the equivalent
or provide a urine samplewitl'tin twenty-four hours

of a confinued positive urinc test and

A1l random  w itnessed alcohol and drug soreens shall be negative for the presence of
alcohol or drugs, unless the drugs detected by screening were takeri for a documentedill
ness pttrsuant to a valid prescription from a health care practitioner aware of

Respondent's substance abuse histol'y. All positive restllts shall be continned by the
Gas Chromatography Mass Spectrometl'y (GC/MS) testing method. Chain of custody
docum entation m ust accom pany al1 laboratolyreports anfl/or the laborator

yreports musti
ndicate that chain of custody procedures have been followed

.

Any urine tcst result showing creatinine levels below 20 mg/dl and a specitic gravit
ybelow 1.003 shall create a rebuttable presumption of a confil-m edpositive urine test, and

shall be follow ed by a contirming test. The m ethod of the confirm ing test shall be
determ ined by the PAP.

g.

Respondent shall becom c fam iliarw itllall foods
, food additives or otherproducts (such

as poppy seeds) which may affect the validity of urine screens
, be presum ed to possess

that knowledge, and shall refrain from  the use of such substances
. Respondent

specifically agrees that ingestion of such substances shall not be an acceptable reason
for a positive urine screen ancl/or failure to comply with the urinc monitoling program

.

Respondent shall stlbmit to continued monitoring by the PAP and shall m eet with the
PAP on a face-to-face basis at least once a month

. Respondent apees that the PA.P
shall advise the Board imnzediatcly in the cvent it receives infonnation or evidence of
noncompliant behavior and/or further relapse

.



Respondent shall be responsible to ensure that the PAP shall supplyreports everyninety

(90) days beginning on the t4filed'' date of this Order to the Board regarding his progress
with the monitoring program.

Respopdent shall obtain the agreem ent of the PAP via a signature of its representative
on this Order to notify the Board within 24 hours of its receipt of infonnation of any
noncompliant behavior, slip or relapse of im painuent

, including but not limited to any
positive urine screen or failure to appear for urine monitoring or any scheduled
appointment or anydiscontinuance of the PAP rehabilitation program whether initiated
by Respondent or by the PAP.

Respondent expressly waives any claim to privilege or confidentiality that he may have
concerning reports and disclosures to the Board

, and use by the Board of that
inform ation in any license proceedings, including reports and disclosures by the urine
m onitoring program , or the PAP, or any other person or entity involved in his
rehabilitation program .

Al1 costs associated with the m onitoring outlin' ed above shall be the responsibility of
,

and paid directly by, Respondent.

Should Respondent seek licenstlre in a State other than New Jersey
, Respondent

authorizes the PAP to inform the licensing Board of that State of the current status of his recovely and

his compliance with this Order.

Prior to any restoration Of his license, Respondent shall: - -

Appear before the Board or a comm ittee thereof to discuss his readiness
to reenter the practice of phanuacy. At that time Respondent shall be prepared
to propose his plans for future practice in New Jersey

.

Provide the Board with evidence that he is capable of discharging the functions
of a licensee in a manner consistent with the public's health

, safety and welfare
and that he is not then suffeling from any impairm entor lim itationresulting from
the use of any addictive substance which could affect his practice

.

Provide the Board with discharge sununaries from any in-patient programs and
reports from each and evel'y mentalhealthprofessional (includingbutnot limited
to: psychologists, counselors, therapists, psychiatlists) who haveparticipated in
Respondent's care ancl/or treatment for the disability in this matter during the
period of time from the date the within Order is tiled to his appearance before
the Board.



d. Provide the Board with a report from the PAP detailing the nature and extent of
his involvement w ith that entity.

Affirm atively establish his fitness, competcnce and capacityto re-enter the active
practice of pharmacy within New Jersey

.

Provide the Board with a full account of his conduct during the intervening
period of time from the entry of this Order to his appearance pursuant to this
Order.

f.

NEW  JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY

By: ' -
Edward G. M cGinley, R .PIA.
Board President

1 have read the within Order
and agree to its term s.

7) --- ------Paul Zam erowski
, R.PII.

-ouis E. Baxter, Sr., M .D ., FASAM
M edical Director
Professional Assistance Program - NJ



d. Provide the Board with a repol't from the PAP detailing the nature and extent of
his involvem ent with that entity.

A ffirm ativelyestablishhis fitness, com petence and capacityto re-enterthe active
wpractice of phanuacy within New Jersey.

Provide the Board with a full account of his conduct during the intervening
period of time from the ently of this Order to his appearance pursuant to this
Order.

NEW  JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHARM ACY

By:
Edward G. M cGinley, R.PIA.
Board President

1 have read the within Order
and agree to its terms.
tx !

t
Paul Z erowski, R. h.

Louis E. Baxter, Sr., M .D., FASAM
M edical Director
Professional Assistance Program - NJ
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