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:
IN THE MAU ER OF THE :
SURRENDER OF THE LICENSE OF :

COREEN NOGUERA
License # HI 0016400

TO PRACTICE DENTAL HYGIENE
IN THE STATE OF NEW  JERSEY

Administrative Action

ORDER OF REINSTATEMENT
OF LICENSE TO PRACTICE

DENTAL HYGIENE

This matter was opened to the State Board of Dentistry upon the applicati
on of

Coreen Noguera (t'Ms. Noguera' or ''respondent*), to reinstate her Iicense to practice

denta! hygiene in this State. Ms. Noguera surrendered her license by order entered on

July 1, 2009, following the Board 's review of information that she had pled guilty in' .. 

.Septemberzoo8to obtaining controlled dangeroussubstances byfraud and had voluntarily

refrained from practice since December 2008
. In support of her application, respondent

provided a Ietter from the Professional Assistànce Program (PAP) strongly endorsing her



application. The PAP attested to her continued recovery, noting that she has had

undergone twice weekly urine screens since January 2009, aII of which were negative for

non-prescribed substances. The PAP also submitted letters from hertreating psychiatrist

and therapist. M s. Noguera provided proof of continuing education and detailed her

pctivities for the period when heç Iicense was surrendered.

The Board has considered the information and has determined that Ms
. Noguera's

return to practice as a registered dental hygienist at this time
, with the restrictions

contained in this order, is consistent with the public health
, safety, and welfare.

. .' aS/u . .......jjjq(., . ,

FORE. IT IS ON THIS 3 DAY OF $41 î/zyg '20 
,

THERE

ORDERED THAT: t'

1. The Iicense of Coreen Noguera, R.D.H., to practice dental hygiene is reinstated

subject to the terms of this order.

2. Pending fudher order of the Board
, respondent shall continue her padicipation

with the Professional Assistance Program and shall complywith the recomm endations for

treatment, including but not limited to face-to-face contact with representatives from that

program, attenàance at suppod groups, including NA or AA at a minimum of three times

per week, urine monitoring not Iess than once a week
, and continued therapy with her

therapist and psychiatrist. If respondent discontinues participation with the Professional

Assistance Program or fails to comply with the conditions imposed by the program or

outlined in this consent orderwithout obtaining approval of the Board and the Professional

Assistance Program, she shall be deemed in violation of this Order
.

3. Respondent shall abstain from tie use of aII psychoactive substances
,

unless prescribed by a treating physician for a documented medical condition with p
rior

notification to the Executive Medical Director of the Professional Assistance Program of



the diagnosis and prescribed medications. In addition', respondent shall advis: any and

aIl treating physicians and/or dentists of her history of substance abuse
.

4. The Professional Assistance Program shall submit quarterly repods
,

including urine results, to the Board regarding respondent's padicipation and compliance

with a11 requirements of the PAP and this order
. If respondent has a positive urine, misses

an appointment without consent, or has a Iapse or slip in her recovery
, or if respondent

terminates treatmentwith hertherapist prpsychiatrist orher participation with the PAP
, the

PAP shall immediately inform the Board. For purposes of this paragraph, ''immediately''

shall mean reporting the information orally within 24 hours and following up with a written

report within 48 hours.

5. (a) Any failure by respondent to submit or provide a urine sample within

twenty-four (24) hours of a requestwill be deemed to be equivalent to a confirmed positive

urine test. ln the event respondent is unable tp appear for a scheduled urine test o
r

provide a urine sample due to illness orother impossibility
, consent to waive that day's test

must be secured from the Professional Assistance Progr@m
. Respondent shall notify the

Professional Assistance Program if she will be out of the State for any reason
, so that the

program may make a determination regarding alternate testing
.

(b) Any urine test result showing creatinine Ievels below 20 mg/dL and a

specific gravity below 1.003 shall create a rebuttable presumption of a confirmed p
ositive

urine test. Any such result shall be followed immediately by a confirming GC/MS t
est.

(c) Respondent shall familiarize herself with aI1 foods, food additives or other

products (such as poppy seeds) which may affect the validity of urine screens
, be

presumed to possess that knowledge, and shall refrain from the use of such substances
.



lpgestion of such substances shall not be an acceptable reason fora positive urine screen

and/or failure to comply with the urine monitoring program .

(d) The Professional Assistance Program may, after notifying the Board,

modify the frequency of testing or method of testing during the monitoring period.

6. Respondent shall provide any and al1 releases to any and al1 parties who

are padicipating in a m onitoringv treatment, or other program as outlined in this order, as

may be required in order that aIl repods, records, and othlr pedinent information may be

provided to the Board in a timely mannec Mespondent agrees that any information

received by the Board regarding respondent's treatment or participation in a monitoring

program may be used in connection with any proceedings pertaining to her Iicense
.

7. (a) Ms. Noguera shall notify the Board of the name and address of the

Iicensee by whom she will be efnployed and shall provide a copy of this order and any

fudher orders of the Board related to her to that licensee
.

(b.) Ms. Noguera shall provide to the Board a signed statement by the

licensee indicating that he or she is aware of the restrictions on Ms
. Noguera and that he

or she agrees to repod any use or suspicion of use of a controlled dangerous substance

by Ms. Noguera to the Board of Dentistry immediately but in no event more than twenty
-

four (24) hours following the conduct.

8(a.) Ms. Noguera shall be subjectto an orderof automaticsuspension of her

Iicenqe upon the Board's receipt of any information which the Board
, in its sole discretion,

deems reliable demonstrating that respondent has failed to comply with any 
.
of the

conditions set forth in this consent order
, including but not Iim ited to repod of a confirmed

positive urine, or a nrima facie showing of use of alcohol or drugs
.



(b.) Ms. Noguera shall have a right to apply for removal of the automatic

suspension on ten (10) days notice to the Board and to the Attorney General. The Board

may hold a hearing on that application before the full Board or before a comm ittee of the

Board. In the event a com m ittee hears the application
. its action shall be effective

immediately and subject to ratification of the full Board at its next scheduled meeting. In

a hearing seeking rem oval of the autom atic suspension
, any confirmed positive urine shall

be presumed valid.

9. Nothing in this order shall be deemed to preclude the Board from taking

any action it deems appropriate should the Board's review of information cause it to

determine that such action is warranted or from imposing restridions or conditions on

respondent's Iicense should the Board determ ine that such restrictions or conditions are

appropriate to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.

NEW ERSEY STATE BOARD OF DENTISTRY
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Emil G. Cappetta, D' .D.
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I have read and I understand
the terms of this order and agree
to be bound by it. I consent to
th entry of this Order.

l
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Coreen Noguera
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