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ANNE MILGRAM
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY
Division of Law, 5eh Floor
124 Haléey Street
P.O. Box 45029
Newark , New Jersey 07101

By : Megan Cordoma
Deputy Attorney General
(973) 648-3453
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY

IN THE MATTER OF THE :
SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF :
THE LICENSE OF

Renee Simonè,R.P. a/k/a
Ronee crivallo
Lic .No . 28R102750700

TO PRACUI.CE PHAQMACY IN THE
:TATE oF NEW JERSEY

.!
This matter was initially opened to the New Jeraey

State Board of Pharmacy (Board) upon receipt of information

alleging that in April 2009, while employed Bald Eagle

Pharmacy, West Milford, New Jeraey, Renee Simone, R.P., a/k/a

Renee Crivello, R.P. (Reapondent) diverted Controlled Dangerous

Substances for her own usq, from thê pharmacy's active stock.

Although Respondent told her employer that ahe took only one

Vlcodin tablet, Respondent admltted to the Board at an

investigative inquiry, that in April 2008, she had actually taken
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three (3) Vicodin tablets from the stock of her employer. On

september 2008, the Board issued a warning letter to

Respondent stating that subsequent behavior of this nature

(diversion of CDs) could result in Board actlon and that if

Respondent was considering assuming the role of pharmacist-in-

charge at any time in the future, she was to read and become

famillar wlnh N .J .A .C. 13:39, Subchapter 6, the regulations

governing pharmacist-in-charge and pharmacy personnel.

In March 2009, the Board receïved information alleging that

on ox aiout January 31? 2009/ while interviewing for employment

at the shopRlte Pharmacy Deparcment, Rochelle Park, New Jersey?

Respondent stole a total of 178 tablets of Zolpidem Tartrate

(Ambien) from the pharmacy's stock on two separate occasions

documenred on security cameras. One Rundred tablets were

recovered. Res/ondent was arreseed on March 17, 2009 by the

Rochelle pakk police Department on one count of violating

N . J . S . A . 2C : 2 0 - 3 , thef t .

On October 14# 2009, Respondent appeared with counsel Frank

Capece, Esqw at an investigative inquiry before the Board.

Respondont tostified ohe hod been interviewed for job with

ShopRite, including being present in both the office and thé

pharmacy fllllng area oc the shopRlte ln Rochelle Park, New

Jersey . Respondent rmpqatedly claimed she had been in the

pharmacy filling area only once. When advised that ShopRite'l

security eameras captured videos of her in the pharmacy filling

area on two Separate occasiona, Respondent admitted that perhaps
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she had been in that area two, or even ehree times during her

interview process.

Respondent alao admitted to having taken one sealed bottle

of Zolpidem at the time of her interview at ShopRite Rochelle

Park @nd stated that upon being called by the security department

and told that they knew of the theft, ahe renurne'd the entire

boctle of CDs, unopened . In resolucion of the criminal charge

resulting from the incident at ShopRite, Rochelle Park,

Respondent entered inLo Prerrlal Intervention (PTI).

Respopdent has been under the care of a psychiatrist who has

been treating Respondent for approximately nine months . While

under the care of a prior physician, Respondent was prescribed
J

Ambien but she stated that she stopped taking Ambien because she

rea1iznd she uhad a problem with it.?' Respopdent now takes obher

medications prescribed for her treatmene.
':

Reapondent ls also under th: care of a licensed social
k#

'

worker/therapist. Pursuant to the therapist's recommendation and

Respondent's acknowledged dependency on Ambien, Respondent

attends between two and three NA meetings a week .

The Board finds Lhac the above repeated incidents of theft

of CDS for her bwn use provide grounds to take disciplinary

actlon against Respondent's license to practice pharmacy in New

Jersey pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1221(b)y(e)#(f) and in that

Respondent haa engaged ln Lhe use OC dishonesty,

misrepresentation and deception; has engaged ln professional

miscondùct; has engaged in acts èonstituting a crime or offense
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relating adversely to the activiky regulated by the Board; and is

incapable, for medical or any other good cause, of dlscharglng

the functïons of a licensee in a manner consistent wïth the

public's health, safety and welfare .

Respohdent, belng desirous of resolving this matter without

the necessiEy

any right to same, and the Board having determined that this

Order is sufflciently protective of the public health, safety and

welf are, and a1l parties agreeing to the terms of this Order)
'p v 10

IT Is , theref ore . on this 5 day of /./.J- R.C S -  . , 2 ()H

ORDERED THAT :

further formal proceedings, and ùaving waived

Respondent's hereby suspended for a minimum

period cf one year effective upon ehtry of this Order .

license

Respondept shall immedlately surrender her original

wall certifiçate and wallet certificate and all renewal cards of

her license to Joanne Boyer, Executive Director, Board of

Pharmacy , P.O. Box 45013, 124 Halsey Street, Newark, New Jersey

07101 .

Respondent shall enroll in and participate fully in the

profeosional Aasistanco prwsram '(paP) and remain enrolled untll

such time as the PAP releases her.

Respondent shall provide the Board w1th the PAP

recommendations as established for her within 20 days of the date

this Order filed.

Respondent shall comply fully with the monitoring

program establlshed for her by the PAP. Such monitoring program
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shall include but not bê limitod

1a, Absolute abstlnence frpm a11 psychoactive substances
inçluding alcohol unless prescribed by a treating
health care professional for a documented medical
condition and with notification from the treating
health care professional to the executlve medlcal
director of the ;AP of thG diagnogis and treatment
regime within five day: of issuing the prelcription.
Respondent shall advise all of her treating health care
practitioners, who prelcribe medications/ of her
addiction history and shall be responsible to ensure
chat the treatlng health eare professlonal notifies the
PAP of any prescription for a psychoactive substance
within five days of issuance of the prescription.
Respondent shall also personally notify the PAP of any
prescription for psychoactive substance within five
days of issuance of the preseription .

ï

Successful completion of an approved treatment program
under the supervision of the PAP/ including but no*
limited to enrollment in an tnpatient treatment
facility if deemed necessary by the PAP .

Respondent shall attend support group meetinga of
Alcoholics Anonymous/Narcottcs Anonymous (AA/NA) at
frequency to be determinod by tho ExecuEive Director of
Dhe PAP. Respondent ahall provlde evldence of
attendance at such groups directly to the PAP on a form
or in a manner as required by the PAP.

Respondent shall undergo random urine monitoring under
the aupervision of 'the,pAp on an unannounced basis, at
a frequency to be dete/mined by the PAP, but no less
than 2 times per week . A1l test results shall be

2provided in the first xnstance direcbly to the PAP and
any posittve result shqll be reported lmmediately by
the 9AP to the Executiye Director of the Board. Any
failure by Respondent to submit or provide a urine
sample within twenty-four (24) hours of a request will
be deemed 2o be an act oc non-compliance with the terma

thig Order absent a4 excuge satisfactory to the pAp .

The Board reserves the ,right Lo require modification
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of the manner of *he random witnessed urine testing by
the PAP in the event technical developments or
individual requirements indicate that a different
methodology or approach is required to guarantee the
aceuracy and reliabili/y of the testing.

Respondent's failure to submit to or provide a urine
sample within twenty-four hours of a request shall be
deemed co be the equivalent of a confirmed positive
urine test and nhall be deemed a violation of this
order unless Respondent is unable Eo appear for a
scheduled urine test due to illness or other
lmpogsibility . Respondent must advise the Board in
writing within two (2) days, and cause the PAP to so
advise the Board in writing within (2) days, of a
claimed illness or impossibility . If Respondent failg
to appear for a scheduled urine test due to illness,
Respondent shall provide to the Board, written
substantiation of the lllneas in the form of a
physician's report, withln two (2) days.

wâ

'

l
MImpossibility'' means An obstacle beyond Lhe control of
Respondent that is inaurmountable or that makes h1s
appearance for the urine test go infeasible that a
reasonable person would waive Respondent's requirement
no give the urine sample that day .

g . All random witnessed alcohol and drug screena shall be
negative for the presence of alcohol or drugs, unless
the drugs detected by screenlng were taken for a
documented illneas pursuant to a valid preacription
Crom a health care practltloner aware oc Respondent's
gubskance abuse history. Al1 positive regults shall be
confirmed by the Gas Chromatography Mass Spectrometry
(GC/Ms) testing method. Chaln oc custody documentation
must accompany all laboratory reports and/or the
laboratory reports must indicate that chain of custody
procedures have been fYllowed.

Any urine test result ahowing creatinine levels below
20 mg/dl and a specific graviry below 1.003 shall
create a rebuttable preaumption of a confirmed positive
urine test, and ahall be followed by a confirming test ,

The method of Lhe confirming test shall be determined
by the PAP.
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i. Respondent shall becomç famlliar with al1 foods, food
additives or other products (such as poppy seeds) which
may affect the validity of urine screens, be presumed
to possess that knowledge, and shall refrain from the
use o'f such zubstances. Respondent speclfically agrees
that ingestion of auch substances shall not be an
acceptable reason for a positive urine screen and/or
failure to comply with the urine monitcrlng program.

Respondent shall submit to continued monitorlng by the
#AP and shall meet with the PAP on a face-to-face basls
at least once a month. Respondent agrees that *he PAP
shall advise the Board immediately in the event it
rmceives information or evidence of noncompliant

behavior and/or further relapse.

k . Respondent shall be responslble to ensure that the PAP
shall supply reports every ninety (90) days beginning
on the nflled'' date ofkthls Order to the Board
rqgarding her progress with the mouitoring program .

Respondenr shall obtain the agreement of the PAP via a
signaeure of iKs representative on Lhis Order to notify
éhe Board within 24 hours of its recelpe of information
of any noncompliant behavior/ slip or relapse Yf
impairment, including but not limited to any positive
urine screen or failure to appear for urlne monitoriug
or any scheduled appointment or any discontinuance of
the PAP rehabilitation program whether initiated by
Respondent or by the PAP.

m. Respondent expressly waives any claim to privilege or
confidentiality that she may have concerning reports
and disclosures to the Board? and use by the Board of
that information in any license proceedings, lncluding
reports and disclosuren by the urine monitoring
program, or the PAP, or any other person or entity
lnvolved in her rehabilltatlon program .

A1l costa aasociated with the monitoring ouLlined above
shall be the responsibllity cf, and paid directly by,
Respondent.
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Should Respondent seok licensure

New Jersey, Respondent authorizer the pAP to

Board of that State of the current gtatus of her rqeovery and her

compliance

prior to *he Board considering any
license, Respondent shall:

with this Order .

inform the licensing

restoration of her

a gtaKe other than

Appear before the Board to discuss her readiness to
reenter the practice of pharmacy . At that time
Respondent shall be prepared to propose her plans for

future practice in New Jersey .

Provide the Board with evidence that she is capable of
discharging the functions of a licensee in a manner
consiatent with the public's health v safety and welfare
and that she ie not then suffering from any impairment

or limitatlon resultlng from the use of any addlctlve
substance which could affect her practice.

Provide the Board with discharge summaries from any in-
patient programs and reports from each and every mental
health prolessional (including but not limited to;
psychologists, counselors, therapists, psychiatrists)
who have participated in Mespondent's care and/or
treatment for the disability in this matter during the
period of time from thé date the Within Order is filed
to her appearance before the Board.

Provide the Board with a report from the PAP detailing
the nature &nd extent of her involvement with that
entity .

b .

Affirmatively establish her fitness, competence and
capacity to re-enter the active practice of pharmacy
within New Jersey.

Provide *he Board with a full account nf her conduc:
durlng the intervenin: period of time from the entry
this Order to her appearance pursuant to this Order.
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8. This Order

Board of Pharmacy .

effective upon its filing dare with the

NEW JERSBY STATC DOARD OF PHARMACY

' plr s 'Byt
Edward McGinley? . .,
Presldent

I have read the within Order
and understand its terms. I
congent to the entry of this
Order by the New Jersoy Board
of Pharmacy .

; ) .
. 
' 

jj
Renee Simone R.P.

Consent as to form and entry

Frank G . Capece, Rsq.
Attorney for Renee Simone, R .P.

I agree to the monitoring and
reporting requirements sp ecified
above oh behalf of the Physicians
Asaiztance Program of New Jersey

Louis E . Baxter, Srw M .D./ FASAM
Medidal Director
Professional Asaistance Program
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