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This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of Pharmacy (the "Board") upon

receipt of information which the Board has reviewed and on which the following f indings of fact and

conclusions of law are made:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Ravikanth Surasani ("Respondent") is a pharmacist in the State of New Jersey and

has been a licensee at all times relevant hereto.

2. By letter dated July 25, 2009, Respondent advised the Board that he had entered into

a Consent Order with the New York State Office of Professional Discipline ("New York Consent

Order") to resolve allegations of professional misconduct.

3. Respondent provided a copy of the New York Consent Order for the Board's records.

4. The New York Consent Order contains respondent's admission of guilt regarding

one (1) specification of professional misconduct in connection with his distributing and dispensing

a prescription drug. Specifically, respondent admitted that he distributed and dispensed Viagra, a



drug for which a prescription is required by federal and state law, without a prescription written by

a person legally authorized to issue such a prescription.

5. Respondent further admits that on or about April 6, 2005, respondent plead guilty to

one count of Unlawful Dispensing of a Prescription Drug, in violation of New York State Education

Law §6811(19).

6. The New York Consent Order provides that respondent's New York license to

practice pharmacy be suspended for two (2) years, from February 1, 2009 to February 17, 2011, but

all stayed and served as a period of probation . Respondent is also required to pay a $1,000.00 fine

and comply with other terms and conditions of probation.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The above disciplinary action taken by the sister State of New York provides grounds to take

disciplinary action against Respondent's license to practice pharmacy in New Jersey pursuant to

N.J.S.A . 45:1-21(g), in that Respondent has had his authority to engage in the activity regulated by

the Board suspended or revoked by another state for reasons consistent with N.J.S.A. 45:1-21. In

addition, respondent's conviction in New York provides additional grounds for disciplinary action

pursuant to N.J.S.A . 45:1-21(f), because the conviction relates adversely to the activity regulated

by the Board.

Based on the foregoing findings and conclusions, a Provisional Order of Discipline

suspending respondent's license to practice pharmacy in the State of New Jersey was entered on

April 15, 2010 and a copy was forwarded to respondent's last known address by means of both

regular and certified mail. The Provisional Order was subject to finalization by the Board at 5:00
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p.m. on the 30th business day following entry unless respondent requested a modification or

dismissal of the stated Findings of Fact or Conclusions of Law by submitting a written request for

modification or dismissal setting forth in writing any and all reasons why said findings and

conclusions should be modified or dismissed and submitting any and all documents or other written

evidence supporting respondent's request for consideration and reasons therefor.

Although the Provisional Order was served upon respondent on April 16, 2010, and a green

return receipt card was received by the Board, no response has been received to date. Accordingly

the Board considered the matter, determined that further proceedings were not necessary and the

Provisional Order should be made final.

ACCORDINGLY, IT IS on this / day of UC , 2010

ORDERED that:

1. Respondent's license to practice pharmacy in the State of New Jersey be and hereby

is suspended for a period of two (2) years, concurrent with the suspension imposed by the New York

Consent Order, all to be stayed and served as a period of probation. Respondent shall not seek an

unrestricted license in New Jersey until his New York license is actively reinstated with no

restrictions or conditions, and he has satisfied all conditions imposed as a result of the criminal

conviction.

2. During the probationary period, Respondent shall comply with all of the requirements

and restrictions of the New York Consent Order, and shall notify the New Jersey Board within five

(5) business days of receiving a notice of any action filed with regard to an alleged violation of the

New York Consent Order. Any determination of noncompliance with the New York Consent Order

shall constitute a violation of this Order.
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3. In the event that Respondent seeks reinstatement of an unrestricted New Jersey

pharmacy license at any time in the future, Respondent shall demonstrate his fitness to practice

pharmacy and show proof that he holds an active unrestricted license to practice pharmacy in the

State of New York and that he has satisfied all, conditions imposed as a result of his criminal

conviction. Af ter considering all available information the Board will determine whether to reinstate

Respondent's license and may impose restrictions or conditions on Respondent's license at the time

of reinstatement.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY

By:
Edward G. McGinley
President
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