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LICENSED TO PRACTICE DENTISTRY

IN THE STATE OF NE W JERSEY

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of

Dentistry ("Board") upon receipt of a complaint against Vinod S.

Brahmbhatt, D.D.S. ("respondent") alleging respondent deviated from

the standard of care for dentists licensed to practice in this

State. On February 17, 2010, respondent appeared before the Board

with counsel, JoAnn Pietro, R.N., Esq., at an investigative

inquiry.

Patient J.C. initially visited respondent's office on October

13, 2007, where she was treated by respondent. After she discussed

her interest in receiving orthodontic work with respondent,

respondent informed her that he had an orthodontist, "Dr. Gallo,"
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who was on the premises and gave her Dr. Gallo's business card. On

the same day, respondent's receptionist made an appointment for

J.C. to consult with "Dr. Gallo" on October 16, 2007. Respondent

maintains he had no knowledge of this occurring.

Mr. Luis Eduardo Gallo was employed by respondent to open and

prepare the building in the morning, and to interpret for Spanish

speaking patients. Because of his janitorial duties, Mr. Gallo had

open access to the building. Respondent testified that Mr. Gallo

claimed to have worked as a dental assistant in Equador for a long

time.

Patient charts from respondent's office indicate that on

October 16, 2007, Mr. Gallo performed an initial evaluation, quoted

a price of $1,800.00 for the braces and placed braces on J.C.'s

teeth. It is alleged that Mr. Gallo had the receptionist create a

patient jacket for J.C. with respondent's office supplies and

created a patient chart for J.C. using respondent's office

stationery. The chart was commingled with respondent's charts for

J.C. After Mr. Gallo advised J.C. to pay half in cash, she made an

initial payment of $600.00 in cash for the braces. Before and after

photographs of patients treated with braces, located on both the

wall in the office and in a binder were represented as having been

treated by Mr. Gallo. Respondent maintains he has no knowledge of

this occurring.
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J.C. reported she was dissatisfied with the braces and

complained to Mr. Gallo about them, whereupon Mr. Gallo refused to

refund the $600.00 by cash, only by check. He then wrote her an

I.O.U. on respondent's office stationery stating that he would

refund J.C. $600.00. Both Mr. Gallo and respondent, who was

present at the time, declined to remove the braces. Respondent

then wrote an entry on J. C. ' s chart, referring to Mr. Gallo as "Dr.

G.": "11/6/07, patient was not happy as there is a long waiting

[sic]" and "want [sic] to discontinue ortho treatment. Dr. G

removed braces" (T24; 20-23). Respondent denies these allegations.

It is also alleged that J.C. contacted the Union City police

to aid her in recovering the $600.00. She eventually received a

refund by cash in the presence of Union City police. J.C. had to

get the braces removed at another facility a few weeks later.

Having reviewed the entire record, including the testimony of

respondent at the investigative inquiry, the Board finds that

respondent: allowed an unauthorized, unlicensed person to perform

orthodontics, for which a license is required, in his office;

failed to secure dental equipment from unauthorized use, including

the X-ray machine; entered entries into a chart that was produced

by someone respondent knew was not a dentist, entering that

employee's name as "Dr. G" in a note. These facts establish bases

for disciplinary action pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(e) and(n) for

professional misconduct and aiding and abetting unlicensed
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practice. However, the respondent did cooperate with the Board in

this matter, and the parties desiring to resolve this matter

without further proceedings, and for good cause shown;

IT IS ON THIS !3 DAY OF 2011

HEREBY ORDERED AND AGREED THAT:

1. Respondent shall cease and desist from the conduct

identified as violating the statutes cited above including the

aiding and abetting of unlicensed practice of dentistry.

2. Respondent is hereby assessed civil penalties, pursuant to

N.J.S.A. 45:1-22 in the amount of $10,000.00 for professional

misconduct and aiding and abetting unlicensed practice. Payment of

the civil penalties totaling $10,000.00 shall be submitted by

certified check or money order made payable to the State of New

Jersey and shall be sent to Mr. Jonathan Eisenmenger, Executive

Director, P.O. Box 45005, 124 Halsey Street, Sixth Floor, Newark,

New Jersey 07101 no later than 30 days from the entry of this

Consent Order. In the event, respondent requests an installment

plan, he shall make twenty-four (24) monthly payments of $417.00

per payment with the first payment due upon entry of this Consent

Order and subsequent payments shall continue to be due by the first

of each month until all ten payments are completed. In the event

that respondent does not make a timely payment, the full balance

will immediately become due.

3. Subsequent violations will subject respondent to enhanced
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penalties pursuant to N.J.S.A . 45:1-25.

4. Failure to timely remit any payment as required by this

Order will result in the filing of a certificate of debt and shall

constitute a violation of this Consent Order.

5. Respondent is assessed the costs of the investigation to

the State in this matter in the amount of $1,227.11. Payment of

the costs shall be submitted by certified check or money order made

payable to the State of New Jersey and shall be sent to Mr.

Jonathan Eisenmenger, Executive Director, P.O. Box 45005, 124

Halsey Street, Sixth Floor, Newark, New Jersey 07101 no later than

30 days from the entry of this Consent Order. In the event

respondent requests an installment plan, he shall pay $500.00 of

costs upon entry of this Consent Order. The balance of the costs

shall be paid in three (3) monthly payments at the rate of $250.00

per month with the first payment due by the first of each month

and subsequent payments shall continue to be due by the first of

each month until all three payments are completed. In the event

that respondent does not make a timely payment, the full balance

will immediately become due and a Certificate of Debt shall be

filed in accordance with N.J.S.A. 45:1-24. The Board may also

bring such other proceedings as authorized by law.

6. Respondent shall fully attend, successfully complete, and

pass an ethics course no later than six (6) months following entry

of this order. Respondent shall complete the ProBE (Professional
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Problem Based Ethics) course offered by The Ethics Group, 89 Summit

Avenue, Suite 185, Summit, New Jersey 07901, or the PRIME

(Professional Renewal in medicine through Ethics) course offered by

the Center for Continuing Education in the Health Professions at

UMDNJ-Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, 97 Paterson Street, Room

124, New Brunswick, New Jersey 08903, or another ethics course of

similar content that is pre-approved by the Board. Documentation

of full attendance and successful completion of the course shall be

provided to the Board within 10 days following completion of the

course.

7. Failure to comply with any of the terms of this Consent

Order may result in further disciplinary action and any additional

relief determined by the Board to be appropriate based on the

conduct found.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD F DENTISTRY

By :

Herbert B. Doll sky,
Acting President

I have read and understand this
Consent Order and agree to be
bound by its terms. I consent
to the entry of this order.

Vinod S. Brahmbhatt, D.D.S.

d6/ a7/ /)

Date

JoA* Pietro, R.N., Esq.
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