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June 25, 2012

JEFFRESY §. CHIESA

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEwW JERSEY NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD
Division of Law, S5th Floor : OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
124 Halsey Street

Newark, N.J. 07101

By: Meaghan Goulding
Deputy Attorney General
Tel. (973) 648-4741

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT oF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION oF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE BOARD OF MEDICAIL, EXAMINERS

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION
OR REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE OF

INTERIM CONSENT ORDER
: OF

TEMPORARY SUSPENSION
MARK M. O’CONNELL, M.D,
License No, 25MA06567600

TO PRACTICE MEDICINE anDp SURGERY

IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY ' :

This matter Was opened to the New Jersey State Board of

Medical Examiners (hereinafter the

“Board”) upon receipt of

information that on June 20, 2012 Mark M. O’Connell, M.D.

(hereinafter "Respondent” or “Dr. O’ Cénnell~) admitted the

in Lawrenceville, New Jersey. Dr.

t location, admitteg that he

had dispenseq controlled dangerous substancesg (“Cps~),

specifically Phentermine, Vicodine, ang Promethazine to patients
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of the practice despite not having a cps registration for that

location nor any DEA certification. He also admitted that he

The inspection of the practice also revealed that there was
expired CDS and unlabeled CDS in the office. While the CDS was
stored in a locked cabinet, employees of the practice admitted
that it was only within the last week that the CDS was stored in
a locked cabinet and up until then had been in an unlocked
cabinet. Respondent admitted to the investigators that,
although he is the only licensed physician on the premises, he
does not have control over the CDS in the office. He also
admitted that he had prescribed CDS to his patients in

quantities he knew were larger than those allowed.

conduct constitutes the use or employment of dishonesty, fraud,
deception, misrepresentation, false promise or false pretense in
violation of N.J.S.A. 45:1-21 (b), professional Or occupational

misconduct in violation N.J.S.A. 45:1-271 (e}, a violation or

Specifically N.J.A.C, 13:35-7.5 (requirements for dispensing of




drugs and special limitations applicable to the dispensing of

drugs for a fee) .

misconduct. The most recent Order dated February 25, 2011
allowed Respondent to return to the practice of medicine with a
restricted licenge. Among the many restrictions in that order,
Dr. O’Connell agreed that he shall practice medicine and surgery
solely in a hospltal or institutional setting and/or a setting
bPre-approved by the Board. While Dr. 0O’Connell] advised the
Board in February 2012 that he would be practicing at Advanced
Urgent Care in Lawrenceville, New Jersey, he commenced practice
without approval, which has never been provided.

The partles being desirous of resolving this matter without
the necessity of further broceedings and it appearing that
Respondent has read the terms of the within Order and
understands their meaning and effect and consents to be bound by
same, and it further appearing that the Board finds the within
disposition to be adequately brotective of the public health,
safety, and welfare,

IT IS ON THIS 25th pay oF June , 2012,

ORDERED THAT

1. Mark M. O’Connell, M.D. is hereby granteqd leave

and shall immediately surrender his license to practice medicine
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and surgery in the State of New Jersey. Such surrender is to be
deemed an immediate temporary suspension of hisg license pending
a hearing before the Board of Medical Examiners and further

order of the Board.

2. Mark O’Connell, M.D. shall cease and desigt

3. Mark O’Connell, M.D. shall return his original New
Jersey license and current biennigl registration to the New
Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners, Post Cffice Box 183,
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0183, upon his receipt of a5 filed copy

of this order.

4. Mark O’Connell, M.D. shall comply with the

incorporated herein by reference,

5. Mark O’Connell, M.D. shall return hig original
CDS registration to the New Jersey State Board of Medical
Examiners, Post Office Box 183, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0183,
upon his receipt of a filed copy of this order. [The parties
note that Respondent voluntarily surrendered his CDs license to
members of the Enforcement Bureauy on June 20, 2012].

6. Mark O’Connell, M.D. shall immediately

advise the DEA of this order.




7. The parties hereby Btipulate that entry of this
Interim Consent Order is without prejudice to further action,
discipline, investigation or restrictiong upon any
reinstatement, by this Board, the Attorney General, the Drug
Control Unit, the Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs

or other law enforcement entities resulting from Mark

O’'Connell’s, M.D., conduct prior to the entry of this Order.

W

8. The parties hereby stipulate that entry of thig

RIS

Interim Consent Order shall not be deemed an admission by Mark

O’'Connell, M.D. of any of the criminal activity referenced
herein and shall not constitute a waiver of any defenses he may

assert with reference to the criminal charges.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

\\0

By‘:

PAUL T. JOREAN

Board President

I have read this Consent Order and
understand that this Order

has serious legal conseguences.

I agree to be bound by all terms
and conditions and I congent

to the entry of this Order

W%/Mf/’cr /z

Mark M. O’Connell, M.
Dated:

S8 3ovd 9BTIEPSERPZ T CEBT Z182/52/90




DIRECTIVES APPLICABLE TO ANY MEDICAL BOARD LICENSEE
WHO IS DISCIPLINED OR WHOSE SURRENDER OF LICENSURE
HAS BEEN ACCEPTED

APPROVED BY THE BOARD ON MAY 10, 2000

Alllicensees who are the subject of a disciplinary order of the Board are required to provide
the information required on the Addendum to these Directives. The information provided

' tained Separately and will not pe part of the public document filed with the
Board. Failure to provide the information required may result in further disciplinary action
for failing to Cooperate with the Board, as required by NJA.C. 13:45C-1 et seq.
Paragraphs 1 through 4 below shall apply when a license is Suspended or revoked or

1. Document Return and Agency Notification

The licensee shall promptly forward to the Board office at Post Office Box 183, 140 East
Front Street, 2nd floor, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-01 83, the original license, current
biennial registration and, if applicable, the original CDS registration. [n addition, if the
licensee holds a Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) registration, he or she shall promptly
advise the DEA of the licensure action. (With respect to suspensions of a finijte term, at
the conclusion of the term, the licensee Mmay contact the Board office for the return of the
documents previously surrendered to the Board. In addition, at the conclusion of the term,
the licensee should contact the DEA to advise of the resumption of practice and to
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professional stationery, or billings. If the licensee's name s utilized in a group practice
title, it shall be deleted. Prescription pads bearing the licensee's name shall be destroyed.
A destruction report form obtained from the Office of Drug Control (973-504-6558) must
be filed. If no other licensee is providing services at the location, all Medications must be

Order rendering the licensee disqualified to participate in the applicable form of ownership.
Upon divestiture, g licensee shall forward to the Board a copy of documentation forwarded
to the Secretary of State, Commercia| Reporting Division, demonstrating that the interest
has been terminated. If the licensee is the sole shareholder in g professional service
corporation, the Corporation must be dissolved within 90 days of the licensee's
disqualification.

4, Medical Records

If, as a result of the Board's action, a practice is closed or transferred to another location,
the licensee shalj ensure that during the three (3) month period following the effective date
of the disciplinary order, a message will be delivered to patients calling the former office
premises, advising where records may be obtained. The message should inform patients
of the names and telephone numbers of the licensee (or his/her attorney) assuming
Custody of the records. The same information shalj also be disseminated by means of a
notice to be published at least once per month for three (3) months in a newspaper of
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monitoring requirement or g stay of an active Suspension, in whole or in part, which js
conditioned upon compliance with g probation or monitoring requirement, the licensee shall
fully cooperate with the Board and its designated representatives, including the

Enforcement Bureau of the Division of Consumer Affairs, in ongoing monitoring of the

licensee's status and practice. Such monitoring shall be at the expense of the disciplined
practitioner.

(a) Monitoring of practice conditions may include, but is not limited to, inspection
ofthe professiona| premises and equipment, and Inspection and copying of patient records

(confidentiality of patient identity shall be protected by the Board) to verify compliance with
the Board Order and accepted standards of practice.

(b) Monitoring of status conditions for an impaired practitioner may include, byt
is not limited to, practitioner Ccooperation in providing releases permitting unrestricted
access to records and other information to the extent permitted by law from any treatment
facility, other treating practitioner, Support group or other individual/facility involved in the
education, treatment, monitoring or oversight of the practitioner, or maintained by a
rehabilitation program for impaired practitioners. |If bodily substance monitoring has been
ordered, the practitioner shal fully cooperate by responding to a demand for breath, blood,
urine or other sample in a timely manner ang providing the designated sample.
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NOTICE OF REPORTING PRACTICES OF BOARD

REGARDING DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS
=L IPLINARY ACTIONS

(1) Which revokes or Suspends (or otherwis
(2) Which Ceénsures, reprimands or places o
3) Under which a license is Surrendered.

€ restricts) a license,
N probation,

Within the month following ent
Disciplinary Action Listing which

inates to its licensees a newsletter which includes a brief
description of all of the orders entereq by the Board.

From time to time, the Press Office of the Division of Consumer Affairs may issue releases including
the summaries of the content of public orders.

Nothing herein is intended in an
disclosing any public document.

y way to limit the Board, the Division or the Attorney General from




