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. JEFFREY 8., CHIESA
" ATTORNEY GENERAI, OF NEW JERSEY

Division of Law
124 Halgey Street, Sth Floor
P.Q. Box 45029
Newark, New Jersey 07101
Attorney Eor the Alcohol and Drug
Counegelor Committee of the New Jersey
State Board of Marriage and Family
Therapy Examiners’ %

By: Alexis Goldberger
Deputy Attorney General
{273) 648-3808

STATE. OF NEW JERSEY 3
DEPARTMENT OF L&W & PUBLIC SAFETY i
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS ‘
ALCOHOL 2ND DRUG COUNSELOR COMMI“TEE
STATE BOARD OF MARRIAGE

AND FAMILY THERAPY EXAMINERS

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSICN : Administrative Action
OR REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE OF

CONSENT ORDER OF ﬂ
Luis Hernandez, LCADC : REINSTATEMENT WITH l
LITENSE qu, 2T7LCOOL432Q0 RE4TRISTTONS i

o we w

TC PRACTICE ALCOHOL AND DRUG
COUNSELING IN THE STATE OF
NEW JERSEY

LI L)

This matter was opened te the Alcohol and Drug CQunselo%

Committee of the New Jersey State Board of Marriage and Therap}
Examiner.s {*Committee”) upon recelpt of information indi-:atin;?

' i

that Luis E. Hefnandez (*respondent”) has provided proot o%

o - coiiplicigé with nis Consent Sidsc filsd Way 5,

to reinstate his license to engage in the practice of alcchol
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and drug counseling, with restrictions as set forth in f:his
Consent Order. |

By way of background, the Committee din 2005 isgied a
Provigional Order of Denial of Licensure to Mr. Hernandez, bag]sed

upon preliminary findings that he had engaged in profes:aioihal

: _ |
misconduct in the State of Florida by fraternizing with a

counselor he was supervising and by holding a client‘s money in

his personal checking account. Upon review of respomi«ant’s
|

response to the Provisional Ordexr by letter dated June 16, 200§

and hisz aubseqguent sgubhission of =g paychological evalua.t:ﬂ.-on
|

stating that his psychological conflicts do not interfers: with
his abjility to counsel under supervision, the Committee modified '

the terms of the Provisional Ordexr imn a Consent Ordasr of

Li:;ensure With Restrictions entered on May B8, 2008 (“20%08
Order"},. which granted Mr. Hernandez a licensa to pra;cti?:e
alcohol and drug counseling with restrictions, Paragraph 2 i{af
the 2008 Order regquired Mr. Hernandez to attend indivldua%l,
insight-oriented psychotherapy with a Committee ap;provgad
psychotherapist at least once per week on an ongoing iaasié;,

until the therapist recommends termination and the Cermitte%pe
approves termination, Additicnally, respondent was respc-:msibi_e.
to c¢ause the therapist ko submit guarterly reports to th%e.
Committee regarding his progrems in therapy.

Upon receipt of information that respondent had  failed tb



Received at: 4:08PM, 7/26/2012

i

attend psychotherapy and provide quarterly reports asg dixe¢ted
1

in the 2008 Order, including respondent’s admission unde- dath
|

on August 13, 2009 that he did not attend counseling or theqapy

for over one year, a Provisional Order of Discipline was fiéled

- e———d e - = e e e -~ E e ® e Car P T et e e 1,__._

respondent 8 llcense to practica alcohol and drug couneeigng
until such time ag he demonstrated compliance with Paragxaph 2
of the 2008 Order. The Prcv151onal Order was finalized and the

suspension was effective on December 17, 2009.

Respondent.’s attorney informed the CQmmittee by letter
dated April 4, 2012 that respondent is now attending therﬂpy.as
required by the 2008 Order with a Committes approved therapist,
and that his therapist is willing to provide coni:inued
psychotherapy. and quarterly reports, and to fulfill the other ’ i
obligations set forth in the 2008 Order. In light bf | |

respondent’s recent pubmission, which included documentation bf

full compliance with all of the terms of the 2008 order, the
Comnittee has concluded that it will issue respondent ?a
restricted license to practice aleohol and == atis} r":“.'r‘.sﬂel.;...‘;a
under the conditions set forth below. With the restrictions and

conditions contained in this agreement., the Committee Ffinds that

the public bhealth, safety and welfare will be adequately

protected.
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THEREFORE, IT I8 ON THIS _ DAY OF =, 2012,
ORDERED AND AGREED: |
1. Upon payment ©f the applicable fees, including a $125.90
reinstatement fee, a $75.00 application £fee, and a $250.@0
hiennial renewal fee, a restricted ligense to practice alcoh%l
énd drug couasellog &8 & licensed clinical alcohol and drég
counselor will ke issued to Luis Hernandez, which liceaense is
conditioned upen hisa compliance with the terms of this orde%.
The restricted license will be issued upon (i) payment of t%e
referenced fees by resgpondent, and (ii) execution of this
Congent Order by Luis Hernandez and Robert Pedevillano, MS, LPé,
ACS, with the express condition that respondent may not coumence
employment until resgpondent’s pre-approved supervisor signs thﬂs
Ordexr and gubmits it to the Executive Director of the COmmittée

ag provided in Section 5 of thim Order. Any commencement of
employment by respondent in violation of this condition shaxl
constitute unlicensed practice, and may result in the autumatib

;

guspension of respondent’s license in accordance with Section B
of this Order.

2. The Committee hereby approves Robert A. Pedevillano, MS%
LPC, ACS as a psychotherapist to provide psaychotherapny té
ragpondent in accordance with the texms of Paragzaph 3, kelow.

3. Beginning immediately, respondent  shall  attend
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individual, insight-oriented peychotherapy to include boundah

issues, with Mr. Pedevillano (or a successor paychotherapist
pre-approved by the Committee) at least once per week on an
ongoing basis, until such time as the therapist reconmends

termination and the fommittee approves that termination.

Respondent’s therapist shall review and sign the within Oriler JIL.f

he agrees to the respeonsibilities set forth herein. In the evexfxt

respondent’s relationship with the therapist who is a signatoxry

ro this zgreewment if terminarend far any reason, respoandent nha'f'i
notify the Committae dm weiting withim twe {2} busincss diso :E
sald termination. Respondent shall cause the therapiast to

provide quarterly reports to the Committee regardinge hias

progress in therapy, and the therapist shall immediately {with.ﬂn
two (2} business days of obtaining knowledge of the oécur:rencej}

raport to the Executive Director of the Committee orally ind t%o

the Committee in writing any information that reflects that
respondent is not ablie to practice alcechol and drug counzzelingg

conaigtent with the publie health, gafety and welfare, and

<

shall also report to the Executive Director of the Comm.tte{a

orally and to the Committee in writing in the event therapy J.s
terminated for any reason.. .The quarterly reports prepared by

regpondent’s psychotherapist shall include at a minimum {1) ths:a

[ —

frequency of zrespondent’g attendance at sessione, incl.uding

notification 1f respondent has missed two or more consecutive
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competent to safely practice alcchol and drug counseling, (3

the progress of respondent’s therapy as it pertains to boundaxs

izaues and acope of préct.ice, {4) wasgurance that reaspompdent iz
behaving as the client in therapy, and not as a co-therapist.
Quarterly repoerte shall he submitted directly by the
paychotherapist to the Committes, and shall not be shared with
respondent prior to being gubmitted to the Committee.

4. Respondent ghall not engage in the independent. practice
of alcohol and drug counseling for a minimum of two yesars, and
until further written oxder of the Committees. Respondent shall |
er-;gage in practice only in a sypervised Eetting“, apd only in a

facility licensed by the Division of Meatal Health and Addictiosn |

Services (“IMHAS"). Additicnally, respondent ig psEmittEiromxl

specifically prohibited from working as a mentor through any 57-,,?52—?3/3
provider whatscever,
5. Respondent shall be supervised by a licensed cliniual

ihsekexed, Arna_counselor (LCADC), or.other approved supervisor |

Committee, who worke directly with zespondent at respondent'si
place of employment, Respondent’a supervisor, upon approval by

%
the cCommittes, shall sign this Order and submit it to the

Executive Director of the Committee no less than five (5) -:'{aysé
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Executive Director of the Committee no less than five (5) %iays
bafore respondent begins employment. Respondent shall caus;e%his
supéwisor(s) to provide guarterly reports to the Com!ni‘é;tee
documenting (1) any knowledge of boundary viclatiors by
respondent including but not limited to sotial interactions with
clients or staff outside of the practice setting, and 2(2)

i
compliance by respondent with all statutes and. regulations

governing the practice of alcochol and drug counseling inc.‘Luc{ing
any state ot federal statutes or regulations. The Supe::"iri?sor
shall submit quarterly reports directly to the Committee, 2and
such reports shall not be shared with respondent until afiter
they have been submitted to the Committes. Such supervisor shé.ll
dmmediately {(within two (2} busginess days of obtaining knowledge
of the occurrence) report Lo the Executive Dire.ctor of 1'3:he
Committee orally and to the Committee in writing any informati%on
that respondent has engaged in behavior that raises ;i.ssu%tes
regarding appropriate professional boundaries, or that he nay be
in wviclation cof 'any Btatute or regulation governing the praa.ctigce
of alcohol and drug counseling, or that reflects that resp'>Me;1t
is not able to practice alcchol and drug counseling cons:'l.ste;nt
with the public health, safety and welfare. Respondent sha;i.l
provide the Comm.j.ttee with a list of all places of emplczyrne;%'xt

and propoesed supervisors in each setting.

In the event any supexvisor’'s relationship with respondent
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iz terminated for any reason, or respondent pxopéses to be;gin
working wunder & different supervisor, the supervisor who iis a
signatory to the agreement shall immediately (within two (2)
buginess days of termination) notify the Committee in wzrit;ing
providing detailed reagsonz for the change. ‘.

§. The Committee hereby accepts the graduate-level =:cu!rrse
in ethies cowmpleted by respondent as satisfaction ol ﬁhe
conditions imposed by Paragraph 4 of the May 8, 2008 Consei:nt
Crdex. !

7. The Committee shall not entertain an application .‘by
respondent to 1ift any of the restrictions contained here:n ﬁ:‘or
a minimum of two (2} years from the date of entry of tﬂ_ié
order. Prior to any such application by respondent., respondeﬁt
shall submit to the Committee documentation of his personnl and
professional rehabilitation sufficient to establish his abiliity
to s=zafely engage in independent practice. The Committes méy
require regpondeant to appaar and provide addi‘:ion.;a‘,l
documentation befofa making a determination lifting any lc:f t:ljjae
restrictions contained he_rein, and reserves the right to retain
gome or all of thesge restrictions.

8. Respondent hereby consents to the entry of an Orier cf

: i
automatic suspension of his license to praétice aleohol and dr:.i_g

counseiing in this gState upon the Committee’s receipt of any

information which the Committes in its sole discretion deems
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reliable that respondent has failed to comply with any of %the
terms of thiz Order or has engaged in conduct that violatas =5any
gtatute or regulation administered by the Committee. Not:..ce of
the suspension shall be provided to respondent in writing by the
Commitres immediately after the suspension is im;po&led.
Regpondent may upon five (5) days notice, xegquest a l'u-zv.'-.L:L":i.J:xr_:;E to
contest the entry of such an order. At aﬁy such hearinc, the
sola imsue shall be whether any of the information, relied uipon

by the Committee was materially false.

ALCOHOL AND DRUOG COUNSELOR COMMITIEE ! OF
THE STATE BOADD OF MARDTACR M
FAMILY THERAPY EBXAMINERS

By M‘)/

Edwa.rd Readihg, PhD, / CADC
Committ.ee Chair

Tuis H&lﬂu‘(ﬁ %/'
Date: q t" \“9"

A
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I consent as to the form and entry of this Order.

th Christ . BBg.
Giordann, Halleran & Cienla. P.C. ... e e e

Artorney for Luis Hernandez

Date: 7/5{ 6/[(2—- ‘ '

T have read and agree %o the reporting requirements and
requirements £or providing psychotherapy to Mr. Hernanlez' in

acgordance with g
Robert Pedevillano, MS, LP¢, ACS

Committee approved psychotherapist
For Mr. Hernandez

Date: 7_-/ q‘&f@/;

I have read and agree ¢to the reporting and supelviséion
requirements, in accordance with Paragraphs 4 and 5 of this
Order. ‘

|

[Namea]
Supervisor

Date:

Docs #1045486-v2



