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JEFFRE¥ S, CRISS~ 

A'l'TO!U'I:E!X" GENERAL OF N:E:W JERSEY 
Division of Law 
12~ Halsey Street, 5th Floor 
P.O. BoX 45029 
Newark, New Jersey 07101 
Attorney for the ~lcohol and Drug 
Counselor Committee of the New Jersey 
State Board of Marriage and Family 
Therapy EXaminers· 

By: Alexis Goldberger 
Deputy Attorney General 
(!173) IHS-3808 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFET~~ 
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFl'AIRS , 
ALCOHOL l\ND DRUG COUNSEWR COMMrTEEl 
STATE BOARD OF MARRIAGE 
AN.D FAMILY THERAPY EXAMINERS 

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION 
OR REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE OF 

Administrative ~ctioa 

Luis Hernandez, LCADC 
Ll:C!!:t:'t53 t'lu. :)7L.COOl."i_,.~OO 

TO PRACTICE ALCOHOL AN.D DRUG 
COUNSELING IN THE STATE OF 
NEW JEJ<SEY 

CONSENT ORDER OF 
REINSTATEMENT WITH 
RE8'l'Ft:h...~.Zotf~ 

This matter was ' opened to the Alcohol and Drug Counseloit' 

Committee of the New Jersey State Board of Marriage ~>nd Therapy 

Examine.-e ( "Commi t.tee" J upon receipt of in! ormation indio~atin!;J 

that Luis E. Hernandez ( "respondent• l has provided prco::>f of 
! 

to reinstate his li<:ense to engage in the practice of a1cohol. 
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and drug counseling, with reetrictions as set forth in this 

Consent Order. 

By way of background, the Committee in 2005 ies·~ed a 

Provisional Order of Denial of Licensure to Mr. Hernandez, b~sed 
I 

upon preliminary findings that he had engaged in profes:!ioPal 
i, 

misconduct in the State of Florida by fraterni2ing wit!1. a 

counselor he was supervising and by holding a client's money in 

his personal checking account. upon review of respon,ient' s 

response to the Provisional order by letter dated June 16, 2906 

and his subsequent sUbmission of a psychological eval11at~on 

stating that his psychological conflicts do not interferE• with 

his ability to counsel under supervision, the Committee moo:!iUed 

the terms of the Provisional Order in a consent Orc.er iof 

Licensure With Restrictions entered on May 6, 2008 
i 

( "20!08 

Order"}, which granted Mr. Hernandez a license to pr;lctice 

alcohol and drug counseling with restrictions. Paragraph 2 \'f 
! 

' 
the 2008 Order required Mr. Hernandez to attend indivtdua~, 

insight-oriented psychotherapy with a Committee 

psychotherapist at least once per week on an ongoing :,asi'!', 

until the therapist· recommends termination and the Coll"mitt~e 

' approves termination. Additionally, respondent was respc:~sible 

to cause the therapist to sUbmit quarterly reports t.:> the 

Committee regarding his progress in therapy. 

upon receipt of information that respondent had fail.ed tb 
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THEREFORE, IT IS ON THIS DAY OF -----' 2012, 

ORDERED AND AGREED: 

l. Upon payment of the applicable fees, inclu<ling a $:L2~.00 

reinstatement fee, a $75. oo application fee, an<l a $:150. 00 

biennial renewal fee, a restricte<l license to practice alcohol 

counselor will be issued to Luis Hernandez, which lice.tJSe is 

conditioned upon his compliance with the terms of this ''rde~. 

The restricted license will be issued upon ( iJ 
i 

payment C•f tl!>e 

referenced fees by respondent, and (ii) execution of this 

Consent Order by Luis Hernandez and Robert Pedevillano, MS. LPC, 

ACS, with the express condition that reepondent may not co:nmenc;e 

employment until respondent's pre-approved supervisor siq,nll th:iis 

Order and submits :i.t to the Executive Director of the Comtnitt~e 

ae providetl. in Section 5 of this Order. Any commencem<mt df 

employment by respondent in violation of this condition shal;l 

constitute unlicensed practice, and may result in the autt:)matib 

suspension of respondent's license in accordance with seot~ion ·a 

of this Order. 

LPC, 

2. The Committee hereby approves Robert A. Pedevillano, MS'· 1 

ACS as a psychotherapist to provide psychotherapy i 
to 

respondent in a.ccordance with the tlil:rmg of P-.rag:raph 3. )c,ii!:~<~«.·.~. 

3. Beginning immediately, respondent shall a.tten~ 
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individual, insight-oriented psychotherapy to include bounda~ 
issues, with Mr. Pedevillano {or a successor paychothe::api'~t 

pre-approved by the Committee) at least once per week ::>n il.n 

ongoing baa is, until such time as the therapist reconmenQ.s 

termination and the Committee approves 

Respondent • s therapist shall review and sign the within Order .j.;e 

he agrees to the responsibilities set forth herein. In the eve&t 

respondent's relationship with the therapist who is a signatory 

said termination. Respondent shall cause the therapi"t to 

provide quarterly reports to the committee regardins· his 

progress in therapy, and the therapist shall immediately (11ith~n 

' 

two (2) business days 'a! obtaining knowledge of tl:ie oecur::encd) 

report to the Executive Director o! the Committee orally ;.nd tp 

the committee in writing any information that reflecte. that 
! 

respondent is not able to practice alcohol and drug counaelin~ 

consistent with the public health, safety and welfare, an~ 

shall also report to the Executive Director of the Corntlitter 
I 

orally and to the Committee i.n writing in the event thera.py is 

terminated for any reason .... 'J'he .quarterly reports prepat:ed br 
respondent's peyohotherapist shall include at a minimum {l) th~ 

frequency of respondent's attendance at sessions, inc: .. uding· 

notification if respondent has missed two or more consec:utive 



~ ~ -- -~------
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compecent to safely p:<actice alcohol and drug counseling, (3: 

the progress of respondent's therapy as it pertains to bounda~r 

isaues and scope of practice, (4) assurance that respondent: i ;c 

behaving as the client in therapy, and not as a co-therapist. 

Quarterly reports shall be sublt!itted directly by tbe 

psychotherapist to the· Committ4i!!e, and shall not be sbared with 

respondent prior to be:dng submitted to the Committee. 

-!i:. R~~J?ond.ePt shall not engage in the ind.ependent p.racti·:~e 

of alcohol and drug counseling for a minimum of two years, and 

until further written order of the Caimlittee. Respondent sha:Ll 

engage in practice only in a supervised setting, and only in a 

facility licensed by the .t>~vision of Mental He~lth and Addicto.~n 

Serv2ees (~DMHAS"). Add1t~onally, respondent 1s pe mxtted and 
.... 

~--- -• .. .., , a .-.T ,1,..,l t.o , cnk in t:lo.: mentctl healeh fieltl-· 
sertri ng as a beJ?avio:rg.J assiSt ant or Cii¥W lllletxt¢::;;~ ... -.... , , , • ... I" 

---··-~!. ··-- --

specifically prohibited from .,orldng as a mentor through '"'Y ,7-.;?.::1'.,UJI~ 

provider whatsoever. 

S. Respondent shall be supervised by a licensed clini<::al 

commJ.etee, who works directly with reepondent at :respondent's 

plaee of employment. Respondent's supervisor, upon approval by 

the comm:ittee, shall sign this Order and submit it to the 

Executive Director of the Committee no lese than f.l.ve (Sl .:tays 
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Executive Director o! the committee no less than five (5) !iays 
i 

before respondent begins employment. Respondent shall cau11e '1 his 
I 

supervisor (s) to provide quarterly reports to the Comtnittee 

documenting (1) any knowledge of boundary violatior..s by 

respondent including but not limited to social interactionn with 

clients or staff outside of the practice setting, and !, (2) 

i 

compliance by respondent with all statutes and regulati!ons 

governing the practice of alcohol and drug counseling inclurling 

any state or federal statutes or regulations. The supe:;-vi'sor 

shall submit quarterly reports directly to the committee, and 

such reports shall not be shared with respondent until after 

they have been submitted to the Committee. Such supervisor shall 

immediately (within two (2) business days of obtaining knowle~ge 

of the occuxrence} report to the Executive Director c1f t::he 

Committee orally and to the Committee in writing any infortnat~on 
I 

that respondent has engaged in behavior that raises issues 

regarding appropriate professional boundaries, or that b.e nay ·.l::>e 

in violation of any statute or regulation governing the pr;lcti!ce 
' 

' 
of alcohol and drug counseling, or that reflects that resp•>ndeb.t 

is not able to practice alcohol and drug cot.mseling cons:latent 

with the public health, safety and welfare. Respondent shall 

provide the Committee with a list of all places of empl<>yme,P.t 

and proposed supervisors in each setting. 

In the event any supervisor's relationship with resp<>ndent 
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is terminated for any reason, or respondent proposes to begin 

working under a different supervisor, the supervisor whc• is a 

signatory to the agreement shall immediately (within t'<o (2) 

business days of termination) notify the Committee in w:dting 

pr0viding detailed reasons for the change. 

6. The Committee hereby accepts the graduate-level .,ourse 

in ethics completed by respondent as satisfaction o·• the 

conditions imposed by Paragraph 4 of the May 8, 2008 C•>nsimt 

Order. 

7. The Committee shall not entertain an applicati:Jn 'by 

respondent to lift any o! the restrictions contained here:.n :!lor 
'· 

a minimum of two (2) years from the date of entry of tJ:Jis 
O>:aer. Prior to any such application by respondent, resp•>ndep.t 

shall submit to the Committee documentation of his person;.l and 

professional rehabilitation sufficient to establish his ability 
' 

to safely engage in independent practice. The Committee may 

require respondent to appear and provide addi·oional 

I 

documentat:i.on before malting a determination lifting any c·f the 

restrictions contained herein, and x-eserves the right to :cetain 

some or all of theee reetrictiona. 

a . Respondent hereby consents to the entry of an or:ler ~f 

automatic suspension of his license to practice alcohol ancl drug 

counseling in this State upon the. committee's reeeipt of any 

information which the Committee in its sole discretion deem'p 
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' reliable that respondent has failed to comply with any <•f '
1 

the 

tenus of this Order or has engaged in conduct that: violatns any 

statute or regulation administered by the Conunitt:ee. Not:.ce of 

the suspension shall be provided to respondent in writing by ,the 

Committee immediately after the suspension is 

Respondent may upon five (5) days notice, :~:equest a hearing to 

contest the entry of such an order. At any such hearins·, the 

sole issue shall be whether any of the information, relie,:l u~on 

by the Committee was materially false. 

ALCOHOL AND DRUG COONSELOR COMMITc~EE OF 
THE! 9TAT'Ji: BO..UW. Oli' ~ll.~m 

FAMILY THERAPY EXAMINBRS 
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:l:I;t;:4~:c~;t;; 
entry of this Order. 

Gior~Tlt:'l, l-l::all-=o'l::'P'tn "'- r.-IP.R1a,.. .. P.C ... 
Attorney for Luis Hernandez 

Date: _7..1..1-) -".:C--"6LJ/ J'-'L __ 

I have read and agree to the reporting 
for providing psychotherapy. to 

ragraph 3 of this Order. 

Robert Pedevillano, MS, L C, ACS 
Committee approved psychotherapist 
For Mr. Hernandez 

oat:e '--L7_--'-I--'q'----=,;)"-"'O~/-=;;?_. 

I have read 
requirements, 
Order. 

[Name] 
Supervisor 

and agree to the reporting 
in accordance with Paragraphs 

Date: ___________________________ __ 

Docs fl04.5461G-v:i! 

requirements .and 
Mr. Hernan·;lez ·. in 

and 
-11 and 

supe:r;vis:ion 
5 o:: this 


