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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

January 9, 2014 DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

In the matter of:

CLIFFORD LIPMAN, M.D. ORDER OF UNCONDITIONAL
LICENSURE

This matter was reopened before the New Jersey State Board
of Medical Examiners (the “Board?) upon the Board’'s receipt of a
petition from respondent Clifford Lipman, M.D., fully supported by the
Professional Assistance Program of New Jersey (the “PAP”), seeking
the discontinuation of all conditions upon licensure set forth within
a Consent Order of Reinstatement of License filed March 2, 2010. Dr.
Lipman appeared before a Preliminary Evaluation Committee of the
Board on October 23, 2013, accompanied by Edward G. Reading, Ph.D.,
LCADC from the PAP, and then both Dr. Lipman and Dr. Reading offered
testimony in support of Dr. Lipman’s request.

As recounted in the March 2, 2010 Consent Order, Dr. Lipman
has a history of alcohol and drug abuse that began in 1982, and has
been the subject of six prior Board Orders dating back to an Order of
Licensure Surrender filed on November 29, 1999. Most recently, Dr.
Lipman voluntarily surrendered his medical license after he was
admitted to Centra State Hospital on or about May 1, 2009, following
a relapse into the use of alcohol. Thereafter, respondent’s license
was reinstated upon the entry of a Consent Order with the Board on

March 2, 2010, pursuant to which respondent agreed and was required




to continue to fully participate with and be subject to monitoring by
the PAP. Express provisions of the March 2, 2010 Order included
conditions that Dr. Lipman maintain absoclute abstinence from all
unauthorized psychoactive susbstances including alcohol, attend a
minimum of three Alcoholics Anonymous meetings weekly, be subject to
random urine monitoring, continue to participate in counseling,
continue to receive treatment (medication management) by a
psychiatrist, and meet periodically with clinical representatives of
the PAP.

Upon review of available information, it appears that
respondent has fully complied with all conditions of the March 2010
Order. When appearing before the Board, respondent testified that he
has now maintained complete sobriety since last using alcohol on May
1, 2009, and further offered testimony to demonstrate that he has met
all reguirements imposed within the Consent Oider. Respondent
represented that he would voluntarily continue to fully participate
with the PAP, even were such participation not to be an express
condition of a Board Order.

In both a written Position Statement and in testimony
offered by Dr. Reading, the PAP offered vigorous support for Dr.
Lipman’s request for the entry of an Order of Unrestricted License.
The PAP provided the Board with confidential documentation (to
include results of random urine screening, all of which were negative
for the presence of unauthorized psychoactive substances, and a
written report from Dr. Lipman’s ccunselor) confirming that

respondent has maintained sobriety and been in sustained, documented
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recovery for a period in excess of four and one-half years, and
demonstrating that respondent has been fully compliant with all
conditions of monitoring overseen by the PAP.

The Board has considered the testimony offered by Dr.
Lipman and Dr. Reading, along with all written reports submitted by
or through the PAP, and finds that the available evidence uniformly
and consistently suggests that respondent has maintained sobriety for
a period dating back to May 2009 and that he has, since that time,
complied fully with all of the conditions imposed on him by operation
of the March 2, 2010 Consent Order. Based thereon, the Board
concludes that good cause exists to grant Dr. Lipman’s reguest for
discontinuation of said conditions, and to instead presently enter an
Order of Unrestricted Licensure.

WHEREFORE, 1t is on this gh>day of/ig;xut7, 2014:

ORDERED:

The license cof respondent Clifford Lipman, M.D. to practice
medicine and surgery in the State of New Jersey is hereby restored to
unrestricted status. All conditions imposed within the Consent Order
of Reinstatement of License filed on March 2, 2010 are hereby
discontinued.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

g Breins

GQQer J. §Edt&, D.O., D.P.M.
Board President




NOTICE OF REPORTING PRACTICES OF BOARD
REGARDING DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-3(3), all orders of the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners are
available for public inspection. Should any inquiry be made concerning the status of a licensee, the
inguirer will be informed of the existence of the order and a copy will be provided if requested. All
evidentiary hearings, proceedings on motions or other applications which are conducted as public
hearings and the record, inciuding the transcript and documents marked in evidence, are available for
public inspection, upon request.

Pursuant to 45 CFR Subtitle A 60.8, the Board is obligated to report to the National Practitioners Data
Bank any action relating to a physician which is based on reasons relating to professional competence
or professional conduct:

(1) Which revokes or suspends (or otherwise restricts) a license,
(2) Which censures, reprimands or places on probation,
(3) Under which a license is surrendered.

Pursuant to 45 CFR Section 61.7, the Board is obligated to report to the Healthcare Integrity and
Protection (HIP) Data Bank, any formal or official actions, such as revocation or suspension of a
license(and the iength of any such suspension), reprimand, censure or probation or any other loss of
license or the right to apply for, or renew, a license of the provider, supplier, or practitioner, whether by
operation of law, voluntary surrender, non-renewability, or otherwise, or any other negative action or
finding by such Federal or State agency that is publicly available information.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A.45:9-19.13, if the Board refuses to issue, suspends, revokes or otherwise places
conditions on a license or permit, it is obligated to notify each licensed health care facility and health
maintenance organization with which a licensee is affiliated and every other board licensee in this state
with whom he or she is directly associated in private medical practice.

In accordance with an agreement with the Federation of State Medical Boards of the United States, a
list of all disciplinary orders are provided to that organization on a monthly basis.

Within the month following entry of an order, a summary of the order will appear on the public agenda
for the next monthly Board meeting and is forwarded to those members of the public requesting a copy.
In addition, the same summary will appear in the minutes of that Board meeting, which are also made
available to those requesting a copy.

Within the month following entry of an order, a summary of the order will appear in a Monthly
Disciplinary Action Listing which is made available to those members of the public requesting a copy.

On a periodic basis the Board disseminates to its licensees a newsletter which includes a brief
description of all of the orders entered by the Board.

From time to time, the Press Office of the Division of Consumer Affairs may issue releases including
the summaries of the content of public orders.

Nothing herein is intended in any way to limit the Board, the Division or the Attorney General from
disclosing any public document.



