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Division of Consumer Affairs

CHRIS CHRISTIE Case Initiation and Tracking Unit
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Lt. Governor March 19, 2014

-Via Certified & Regular Mail-

Clifton Howell
550 Newark Avenue, Ste. 201
Jersey City, New Jersey 07306-1326

In The Matter of the New Jersey CDS
Registration issued to

Clifton Howell, M.D.

NJ CDS Registration No. D04264100
Docket #: 13-111

Dear Clifton Howell:

JOHN J. HOFFMAN
Acting Attorney General

ERiC T. KANEFSKY
Director

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 45025
Newark, NJ 07101
(973) 504-6200

Enclosed please find a Consent Order for NJ CDS Registration

Revocation in connection to the above captioned matter which was

filed on March 11, 2014.
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cc: Eric T. Kanefsky, Director
Maryann Sheehan, Deputy Director, Professional Boards

Matt Wetzel, Acting Head Drug Control Unit
David M. Puteska, Deputy Attorney General

Megan Cordoma, Deputy Attorney Genera
Clifton Howell, 15 Colony Drive East, West Orange, NJ 07052-4621
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JOHN J. HOFEMAN
ACTING ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY

P.O. Box 45029 MAR 112014
124 Halsey Street, Fifth Floor . .
Newark, NJ 07101 , Division of Consumer Affalrs

By: David M. Puteska
Deputy Attorney General
(973) 648-2972
David.Puteska@]Ips.state.nj.us

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

IN THE MATTER OF THE NEW JERSEY : Administrative Action

CDS REGISTRATION ISSUED TO ,
: CONSENT ORDER FOR
CLIFTON HOWELL, M.D. : NJ CDS REGISTRATION REVOCATION
N.J. CDS REG. No. D04264100 : -
: LS Ty

This matter was opened to Eric T. Kanefsky, Director of the New Jersey Division of
Consumer Affairs (the “Director”) pursuant to his authority ovér the dispensing of Controlled
Dangerous Substances (“CDS”) as set forth in N.J.S.A. 24:21-1 et. seq. On December 3, 2013,
the Director issued an Order to Show Cause as to why the New Jersey CDS Registration issued
to Clifton Howell, M.D. (“Respondent”) should not be revoked. A ;:opy of the Order to Show
Cause, with exhibits, is attached hereto as Exhibit A. A hearing on this matter was scheduled for
January 29, 2014 and rescheduled at Respondent’s request for March 17, 2014.

Respondent was a physician previously licensed to practice medicine and surgery in New
Jersey by the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners (the “Board”). Respondent also
maintained a registration to prescribe and/or dispense CDS issued by the New Jersey Division of

Consumer Affairs (the “Division”) pursuant to N.J.S.A. 24:21-10 under registration number -



D04264100. At all times relevant hereto, Respondent maintained a medical practice in Jersey
City, New Jersey.

'On October 20, 2009, Respondent was arrested and charged with health care claims fraud
and for issuing prescriptions for CDS in exchange for cash. (Exhibit A, Exhibit 2, Pg. 2). On
February 15, 2011, the Hudson County Grand Jury indicted Respondent on several counts,
including First Degree racketeering, Second Degree conspiracy to engage in CDS distribution,
Second Degree Health Care Claims Fraud, and Third Degree Medicaid Fraud. A copy of the
Indictment is attached to Exhibit A as Exhibit 3. On July 6, 2011, Respondent pled guilty to
Second Degree Health Care Claims Fraud in violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:21-4.3(a)7. All other counts
of the indictment were dismissed.

On August 26, 2011, the Board entered into a Consent Order revoking Respondent’s
license to practice medicine. A copy of the Board’s Consent Order is attached to Exhibit A as
Exhibit 2 and incorporated by reference. The Board’s revocation of Respondent’s medical
license included a finding that he Had engaged in the indiscriminate prescribing of CDS in
violation of N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(m).

N.J.A.C. 13:45H-7.4(a) requires that all prescriptions for CDS be issued only for
legitimate medical purposes by a practitioner acting in the usual course of his professioﬁal
practice. The Consent Order Respondent agreed to with the Board, as detailed above, reflects the
Board’s finding that he issued CDS prescriptions without legitimate medical purposes and
outside the usual course of professional practice. The conduct described by the Board, and
consented to by Respondent, also constitutes a violation of N.J.A.C. 13:45H-7.4(a) and thus
provides grounds for the revocation of his New Jersey CDS Registration pursuant to N.J.SA.

24:21-12(2)(3).



Upon receipt of the Order to Show Cause filed in this matter Respondent indicated his
desire to consent to the revocation of his New Jersey CDS Registration. Pursuant to thé above
information; the Director’s authority under N.J.S.A. 24:21-12(c); Respondent’s consent and for
good cause shown:

Tl ‘ -
IT IS ON THIS I[[/ / day of /7 M)A ,2013 ORDERED that

1. New Jersey CDS Registration number D04264100 issued to Respondent is

revoked pursuant to N.J.S.A. 24:21-12 (a);

2. To the extent not already completed, any prescription pads bearing the licensee's
name shall be destroyed. A destruction report form, obtained from the Division’s Office of Drug
Control, must be filed. Any CDS in Respondent’s possession, other than for legitimate personal
use pursuant to a duly issued prescription, must be returned to the manufacturer, if possible or
destroyed in an approved fashion.

3. Within thirty (30) days of the filing of this Consent Order, the Director will
provide a copy to the Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA™). |

4, Any future application by Respondent to the Director fqr a CDS registration shall
be issued only after he has been issued a license to practice medicine énd surgery in New Jersey
by the Board and after he proves, to the Director’s satisfaction, that such issuance is in the public
interest as set forth in N.J.S.A. 24:21-11.

5. Respondent has been specifically informed that he may consult an attorney to

represent him in this matter. Respondent acknowledges that he has been advised of the ability to



consult with counsel and that he chooses to voluntarily enter into this Consent Order.

I have read and understood
this Consent Order and consent.
to be bound by its terms.
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By:
Eric T. Kane_féky, Difcet’Sr

Clifton Howell, M.D.,

Dated: >/ 3 Vi Ly




