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This matter was recopened befare the New Jexsey State Board
of Medical Examiners (the “Board®), upon the Board’s receipt of
a petition from respondent Michael Lafen, M.D., to remove
certain conditions  upon which respondent’'s license’ was
conditionally reinstated to practice medicine and surgery in the
Stare of New Jexsey. We have reviewed and carafully considered
available information, including the extensive higtory of this
matter and documentaxy evidence, Eased thereon, we presently
conclude that cause exists to grant pr. lLafon’s petition and
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allow him to continue to practice wmedicine in New Jersey,
subjeét to express conditions and {imitations detailed herein.
The history of this mattex i deralled in prior public £ilings
with the Board. Dr. Lafon was arrestad in July 2003 and chaxged
with three counts of criminal sexual conduct (fourth degree.
N.J.S. 2C:14-2C¢, N.J.8. 2C:14-38) and lewdness {disordexly
persons offense N.J.5. 2C:14-4A.) . The charges focused on sexual
activities and/or contacts rhat Dr. Lafon had during the course
of medical examinations of three patients. »fter Dr. Lafan’'s
arrest, claims of sdditional misconduct (to include making
improper sexugl comments, inappropriate nugging and kissing of
patients, and Dx. Lafon’s having had sexual intercourse with
patients and spouses of patients) werxe made by many additiocnal
individuals, however no further criminal chaxrges were filed.

pr. lafon entered into a plea bargain with the Gloucestex
County Prosecutor tO resolve the crimimal action, and entered a
guilty plea on Decembey 18, 2003, He was sentenced on February
&, 2004, to foux years probation. An explicit conditicn ©of the
criminal plea bargain was that Dr. Lafon was to surrender his
medical license. Dx. Lafon completed all of the conditions of
his probation in a satisfactory manner and yeceived an early
discharge from probation on July 17, 2007.

Purguant to his guilty plea, on pecember 29, 2003, Dx.

rafon’'s medical license was revoked by entry of a Consent Oxdex.
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Wirhin that Oxder, Dr. Lafon acknowledged that his actions
congtituted multiple violations o©f the ‘sexual misconduct
regulations, numerous provisions of the Uniform Enforcgement Act
and demonstrated a lack of good moral character. Dr. Lafon was
‘granted leave tO voluntarily surrender” his medical license,
with the purrender to be “deemed a revocation,” and was ordered
to pay investigative COELS in the amount of $18,4086.4L.

’Baaed on his compliance with the profesaional Asslstance
Program (“PAP*), con.sistent a:tenda'nce at Sex and Love Anonymous
(rgLa"), demonstrated consistency and improvement in both group
apd individual therapy with Dr. Deerfield, and admissiong of the
severity and imexcusability of his actions, om Maxch 10, 2011,
pr. tLafon's wmedical license Wwas conditionally reinstated.
Pursuant to the Consent Order reinstating his medical license,
Dr. lafon was to continmue his enrocllment with the PAP and comply
with their recommendations, continue therapy with Dr. peerfield,
continue to attend meetings of SLA of at least chere times &
week, only practice as &n enployee in a practice getLing
approved by the Board, use a Board approved practice noniter,
not treat female patients, treat male patients only in the
presence of a Board approved chapercne, and provide the Board
with quarterly reports fyom the practice monitor and chaperone.

Baged on DT, Lafon's continued compliance with the




aforementicned conditions, the Board’'s review of this matter and
for other good cause shown:

IT IS on this 17th day of April , 2014

ORDERED:

1. The license of respondent Michael Lafon, M.D., to practice
medicine and suxgery in the State of New Jexrsey hereby
continues to be conditionally reinstated. Dr. Lafon shall
comply with all terms and conditions set forth below.

2. pr. Lafon sball continue hie enrollmeat 1in, and full
participation with, the PAP. The PAP shall provide quarterly
written zreports to the Board confirming thar Dr. Lafon
remains enrolled in and fully complianc with  all
recommendations made by the PAP, and generally detailing the
extent of Dr. Lafon’s involvement with the PAP. The PAP shall
provide jmpediate written notification to the Board in the
event that Dr. Lafon discontinues his participation with the
PAP and/or in the event that he fails to comply with any
recommendation(g) made by r.hé FAP, oOr should the PAFP obtain
any other reliakle infoxrmation suggesting that Dr. Lafon has
engaged in inappropriate conduct of any manner with any
patient.

3 pr. Lafon shall continue in therapy with Dr. Laurie
Deerfield, with gessions to be conductad at a frequency

deemed appropriate by Dr. peerfield and the PAP. Dr. Lafon




ahall continue in therapy with Dr. Deerfield until such time
as Dr. Deerfield, in comsultation with the PAP, determines
that therapy is no longer indicated, provided that the PAP
first advises the Board in writing of any recommendation toO
digcontinua therapy and secures written approval f£rom the
Board for discontinuation of therapy.

pyr. lafon shall centinue to attend meetings of SBLR at a
frequency of mnot less than three meetings per waek,
Attendance at SLA meetings shall be documented,

Dr. Lafon shall be permitted to practice independently, but
only in a practice setting approveci by the Board. Dr. Lafon
ghall not engage in the practice of medicine in any setting
other than that approved herein, unless he first details any
proposed additional practice settings to the Boaxd and
secures written approval in advance from the Board.

Dr. Lafon shall be subject to practice monitoring te be
conducted by a “practice monitor” acceptable to the Board,
The “practice monitor’ shall be a physician, other than Dx.
Lafon’'s employer (and othexr than any physician who may have
any business, personal, familial or othexr relationship with
Dr. Lafon that could be considered to compromise the ‘ability
of the “practice monitor” to provide fair and unbiased review
and reports to the Board), who 15 licensed and in good

standing in New Jersey, and shall hold Board cextification by




7.

the American Board of Medical Specialties in Family Medicine
or equivalent beard certification. This “practice monitor”
shall agree to review & random sample of not less than ten of
pr. Lafon’'s patient chartas on a monthly basis for 2 period of
not less than one year. The ~practice monitor” shall provide
quarterly written repoxts to the Board outlining the quality
of respondent’s patient charte and the quality of medical
caré being provided by respondent.

pr. Lafon shall not examine, treat, or provide any medical
cére to any female patient. Dr. Lafon is hereby authorized to
treat male patients, but shall be required to be accompanied
by a Board-approved chaperone during all patient visits. Dr.
f.afon shall obtain written approval from the Board for any
proposed chaperone. The chapercne Bhall initial all patient
charts te signify his or her presence during the physician-
patient visit. The approved chaperone (s) shall be required to
provide wricten quarterly repoxrts to the Board, and shall
provide an immediate written repoxt to the Board in the event
that any information 1s received thar Dr. Lafon has seen or
examined any patient without the chaperone being present, dr
in the event that Dr. Lafon Iis witnessed engaging 1in
ipappropriate conduct of any wmanner with any patient. Dr
Lafon shall be solely responsible for all costs ilncurred in

the chaperoning of his medical practice.




8. The Board expressly reserves the right to summaxily exter an
Order suspending the license of yespondent Michael Lafen,
upen proof of violation of any of the texrms or conditions of
this Order, and/or upon receipt of any immediate report from
the PaP, regpondent’s practice monitor and/or respondent’s
approved chapexone reporting a violation of any of the terms

of conditions of this Ordex.
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NOTICE OF REPORTING PRACTICES OF BOARD
REGARDING DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-3(3), all orders of the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners are
available for public inspection. Should any inquiry be made concerning the status of a licensee, the
inquirer will be informed of the existence of the order and a copy will be provided if requested. All
evidentiary hearings, proceedings on motions or other applications which are conducted as public
hearings and the record, including the transcript and documents marked in evidence, are available for
public inspection, upon request.

Pursuant to 45 CFR Subtitle A 60.8, the Board is obligated to report to the National Practitioners Data
Bank any action relating to a physician which is based on reasons relating to professional competence
or professional conduct:

@) Which revokes or suspends (or otherwise restricts) a license,
(2) Which censures, reprimands or places on probation,
3) Under which a license is surrendered.

Pursuant to 45 CFR Section 61.7, the Board is obligated to report to the Healthcare Integrity and
Protection (HIP) Data Bank, any formal or official actions, such as revocation or suspension of a
license(and the length of any such suspension), reprimand, censure or probation or any other loss of
license or the right to apply for, or renew, a license of the provider, supplier, or practitioner, whether by
operation of law, voluntary surrender, non-renewability, or otherwise, or any other negative action or
finding by such Federal or State agency that is publicly available information.

Pursuantto N.J.5.A.45:9-19.13, if the Board refuses to issue, suspends, revokes or otherwise places
conditions on a license or permit, it is obligated to notify each licensed health care facility and health
maintenance organization with which a licensee is affiliated and every other board licensee in this state
with whom he or she is directly associated in private medical practice.

In accordance with an agreement with the Federation of State Medical Boards of the United States, a
list of all disciplinary orders are provided to that organization on a monthly basis.

Within the month following entry of an order, a summary of the order will appear on the public agenda
for the next monthly Board meeting and is forwarded to those members of the public requesting a copy.
In addition, the same summary will appear in the minutes of that Board meeting, which are also made
available to those requesting a copy.

Within the month following entry of an order, a summary of the order will appear in a Monthly
Disciplinary Action Listing which is made available to those members of the public requesting a copy.

On a periodic basis the Board disseminates to its licensees a newsletter which includes a brief
description of all of the orders entered by the Board.

From time to time, the Press Office of the Division of Consumer Affairs may issue releases including
the summaries of the content of public orders.

Nothing herein is intended in any way to limit the Board, the Division or the Attorney General from
disclosing any public document.




