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'This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of Pharmacy ("The Board") upon 

receipt of the application of respondent Vince E. DeLuca's ("respondent") for reinstatement of 

his license to practice pharmacy in the State of New Jersey. Respondent previously entered into 

a Consent Order of Suspension of License with the Board on May 11, 2011, following his arrests 

in New York on charges of criminal possession of a controlled substance and petit larceny, and 

his conviction of  one count of fifth  degree attempted criminal   possession of a controlled 

substance.  The conviction related to his diversion of several stock bottles of hydrocodone from 

his employer, Kinney Drug Stores. 

The Consent Order provided for a minimum three-year suspension of his license, which 
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was  made retroactive to  April 2010 in recognition of the period of time he had voluntarily 

refrained from the practice of pharmacy.    Respondent was not permitted to seek reinstatement 

until the later of three years or completion of all aspects of his criminal sentence or diversionary 

program.   Respondent  was further required to provide proof of six months of sobriety,  and 

during his active period of suspension, was to enroll in an evaluation and treatment program, and 

comply with any treatment recommendations.  If respondent were to seek reinstatement of his 

license, respondent was required to demonstrate fitness to practice, provide proof of treatment, 

obtain an in-depth evaluation from an addictions professional, and provide proof of completion 

of  and compliance with the terms of any criminal sentence.     Respondent has provided the 

documents  required  by  the  terms  of  the  Consent  Order,  and  has also  taken  the  PARE 

examination required by the Board as part of his demonstration of competence to practice 

pharmacy. 

On May 28, 2014, Respondent appeared with counsel and testified before the Board in 
 

support of his application for reinstatement of his license to practice pharmacy in the State of 

New Jersey.   Respondent discussed with the Board the circumstances surrounding his arrests. 

He explained the personal hardships that he had suffered and the reasons that he had begun using 

hyclrocodone. He also discussed the treatment he obtained, his support system, and why he does 

not believe he will relapse.  Respondent further mentioned that he had the possibility of a job in 

pharmacy operations  and wished to  have his license reinstated so  that  he could  pursue that 

opportunity.    Respondent  stated that  he  did  not intend  to  apply for  jobs in  retail  settings, 

conceding that be bad not engaged in practice in a retail setting for a number of years prior to his 

suspension.  Respondent expressed remorse, and has taken responsibility for his actions and their 

consequences. 
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The Board has reviewed all of the materials provided by respondent in support of his 

application, along with the results of the PARE examination. The Board finds that Respondent 

has complied with the conditions set forth in the Consent Order of May 11, 2011, and that 

reinstatement of his license, with certain conditions, is appropriate at this time.    The Board 

having determined that this Order is sufficiently protective of the health, safety and welfare of 

the public, and all parties agreeing to the terms of this Order, 
 
 

ti- 
ACCORDINGLY, IT IS on this dayof# 

 
ORDERED AND AGREED THAT: / 

 
 
'2014, 

 
l.    Respondent's license to practice pharmacy in the State of New Jersey shall be 

reinstated subject to the conditions set forth in this Order. 

2.         Prior to his license being reinstated, Respondent shall pay all reinstatement fees, 

complete the criminal history background check, and provide to the Executive Director of the 

Board documentation of completion of continuing education credits required by N.J.S.A. 13:39- 

3A.l  to 13:39-3A7. 
 

3.        Respondent shall enroll in the Professional Assistance Program (PAPNJ) or seek 

a qualified addictions professional pre-approved by the Board to monitor respondent's recovery. 

The PAPNJ or other professional will provide quarterly reports to the Board of respondent's 

progress. Once respondent is employed in a pharmacy setting, respondent shall undergo random 

witnessed urine monitoring under the supervision of the PAPNJ or other addictions professional 

on an unannounced basis, at a frequency of no less than once per week for the first three months. 

All  results  must be verified by  an independent laboratory.   Subsequent reductions in  the 

frequency of urine screens shall be in the discretion of the PAPNJ or other addictions 

professional.  Any positive result shall be reported immediately to the Executive Director of the 
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Board and shall be considered a violation of this Order.   All costs associated with the monitoring 

outlined above shalJ be the responsibility of, and paid directly by, Respondent. 

4.         For two years after reinstatement  of respondent's license to practice pharmacy,  he 

shall provide a copy of this Order to all employers where a pharmacy license is required for 

employment  or  where  Respondent  has  access  to medication,   prescriptions or patient profiles. 

Respondent shall  ensure  that  each  employer  notifies  the  Board  in  writing  that  he or she  has 

received  this  Order  prior to Respondent  beginning  employment.  Respondent  shall  inform  the 

Board  in writing of any employment  changes, including periods of unemployment, and shall also 

provide  a detailed description of each job, his role and responsibilities. 
 

5.         For  two years foUowing reinstatement  of respondent's license,  respondent  shall 

not act  as a preceptor  or  pharmacist-in-charge (RPIC)  at any  pharmacy,  and shall  not own  or 

have an ownership  interest in any pharmacy. 

6.  If respondent  is involved  in the dispensing of medications in any capacity and in 
 

any setting, respondent  must work under the direct supervision  of a pharmacist for a minimum of 
 

240 hours.       Respondent's supervisor  shall  submit  a written  certification  to the Board 

acknowledging that he or she has read this order, and agreeing to supervise respondent. 

7.  Failure to comply  with any of the terms ofthis Consent  Order may result in further 

disciplinary action. 

 
 
 

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY 
 
 
 
 

By: ---=-r; ....;;;._;_· ;__  L 

omas F.X. Bender, R.P 
Board President 
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I have read the within Order 
and understand its terms. I 
consent to the entry of this 
Order by the New Jersey Board 
OfPhannacy: 

 
 
 
 

Vmce E. DeLuca, RPh. 
 
 
 
 

Consent as to form and entry: 
 
 
 

(.JerulifefttSCh ESCi 
Attorney for Vince E. DeLuca, R.Ph. 
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