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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFATRS
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR EXAMINERS
COMMITTEE OF THE STATE

BOARD OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPY EXAMINERS

IN THE MATTER QF "THE :
INACTIVATION : Administrative Action
OF THE LICENSE OF :
: CONSENT CRDER OF REINSTATEMENT
HEATHER DEVENUTO, LPC o WITH RESTRICTIONS
LICENSE NGC. 37PC00405100 :

TO PRACTICE PROFESSIONAL
COUNSELING IN THE STATE OF
NEW JERSEY

This wmatter was opened to the Professional Counselor
Examiners Committee of the New Jersey State Board of Marriage
and Therapy Examiners (“Committee”) upon receipt of information
.indicating that Heather DeVenﬁto (“Respondentf)- has provided

proof of compliance with her Consent Order filed January 23,
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2013 sﬁfficiént to reinstate ﬁer license to engagé in the
practice of professional counseling, with restrictions as set
forth in this Cpnsent Order.

By way of background, on‘July 20, 2012, the Cgmmittee filed
a provigional orxder of ' discipline (“POD") provisionally
suspending Respondent’'s licenée to practice as a professional
counselor based upon her failuxe to respond to the Committee’s
inquiry into her arrest on two charges of N.J.S.A. 2C}20—11B,
Shopiifting, N.J.S.A. 2C:29-2B, Attempting to Elude Police,
N.J.S.A., 2C:29-2A(3), Resisting Arrest, N.J.S.A. 2C:12-1B(5) (A),
Agsault on Police and conviction of charges of Shoplifting and
Improper Behavior. Respondent had failed to: respoﬁd to the
Committee’s reguest for information and direction to appear at
an investigative inquiry on June 7, 2012. In.addition, on June
19, 2012, the Committee received information that Respondent was
~ terminated from a group practice after allegedly admitting t@at
she had falsified client signatures on'pffice papeerrk.

In réspcnse to the FOD, Res?cndent subm%;@gd. a written
response thfough her counsel, Richard'West, Esé.aland appeared
before the Committee with her counsel on Septembér 6, 2012 for
an investigative inquiry.

Subgeqgquently, on January 23, 2013, ﬁespondent entered a
- Consent Order which placed Ms. DeVenuto’s license to practice

professional counseling into inactive status (%2013 Order”)
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pending further order of the Committee and providing that the
Committee would not entertain an application by Respondent to
.reactivate her license for a minimum of six (6) months. The
2013 Crder was bagsed upon Respondent’s testimony at the
investigative ingquiry that she was in therépy addressing the
igsues that led to the arrests and her acknowledgement that she
was not fit to practice as a professional counselor at that
time.

Cn March 6, 2014 Respondent appeared with her counsel,
Richard West, Esg. at an investigative inquiry before thé
Commiﬁtee to request reinstatemént of her license. Respondenﬁ
testified that she is currently working at a community and
social service organization, that she feels she is ready to
practice as a professional counéelor and that she is no longer
in crisis. She further testified that ghe is in biweekly
therapy, not taking any medication and that she fofesees herself
continuing in therapy. Additionally, Respondent has provided an
updated sefvice-‘plaﬁ from her vthefapist, and ﬁbéumentaticn
réflecting disposition of the charges against her. In light of
Respondent’s recent submission, and her testimony at her March
6, 2014 appearance before the Committee, at which she
demonstrated to the Committee’s satisfaction her fitness to re-
enter the practice of professional'counseling, the‘Committee has

concluded that it will issue Respondent a restricted license to
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‘practice professional counseling, under the conditions set forth

below. With the restrictions and conditions contained in this
agreement, the Committee Ffinds that the public health, safety
and welfare will be adequately protected.

THEREFORE, IT IS ON THIS é

ORDERED AND AGREED:

1.- Upon payment of all applicable fees, a restricted
license to practice professional counseling will be issued to
Heather DeVenuto, which license i1s conditioned wupon her
compliancé with the terms of this order.

2. Respondent shall not engage in the independent practice
of professional counseling for a minimum of one (1) vyear from
re-entry into practice, and until further writtgg order of the
Committee. Respondent shall engage in practice only ‘in a
gsupervised setting, and in accordance with the requirements of
Paragraph 3, 4, 5 and 6 below. Additicnally,  Respondent is
épecifica;ly' prohibited from working as a mentor through any
pfoviaer whatsoever.

3. Respondent shall be supervised by a licensed
professional counselor {(“LPC”), or éther supervisor pre-approved
by the Committee, who works directly with .Respondent at
Respondent’s place of employment. Respondent's supervisor, upon
approval by the Committee, shall sign this Order and submit it

to the Committee no less than five (5) days before Respondent

Page 4 of 7



begins employment.

4. Respondent shall cause her Supervigor(s) to provide
quarterly reports to the Committee documenting (1X any knowledge
that Respondent has been arrested, and (2) ¢ompliance by
Respondent with all gtatutes and regulations governing the
practice of profesgsional counseling including any state or
federal statutes or regulations. The superviéor ‘shall submit
quarterly reports directly to the Committee, and such reports
shall not be shared with Respondent until after they have been
submitted to the Committee. Such supervisor shall immediately
(within two (2} business days of obtaining knowledge of the
occurrence) report to the Cémmittee orally and in writing any
information that Respondent hag been -arrested or wmay be in
viclation of any statute or regulation governing the practice of
professional counseling, or thét reflects that Respondent is not
able to practice professional counseling consgistent with the
public health, safety and welfare.

5. Respondent ghall provide the Committee-with.a list of

~all places of employment and proposed . Supervigors in each

setting at least five (5) days prior to commencipg employment.

6. In the event any supervigor’sg relationship with
Respondent is terminated for any reason, or Respondent proposes
to begin working under a different supervisor, the supervisor

who is a signatory to the agreement shall iﬁmediately (within
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two (2} business days of termination) notify the Committee in
writing providing detailed reasons for the change.

7. The Committee shall not entertain an application by
Respondent to 1lift any of the restrictions contained herein for
a minimum of one (1)} year from the date of entry of this Order.

Prior to any such application by Respondent, Respondent
shall submit to the Committee documentation of her éersonal and
professional rehabilitation sufficient to establish her ability
to safely engage in independent practice; The ‘Committee may
require Respondent to appear and provide additional
documentation before making a determination lifting any of the
restrictions contained herein, and reserves the right to retain
some or all of these restrictions.

8. Respondent hereby consents to the entry of an Order of
automatic suspension of his license to practice professional
counseling in this State, without notice, upon the Committee’s
receipt of any information which the . Committee in its sole
discretion deems reliable that Responderit has failed to COmpiy
With any of the terms of this Order or has engaged in conduct
that viclates any statute or regulation adminigtered. by the
Comﬁittee. Respondent may upon five (5) days’ notice{ request a
hearing to contest the entry of such an order. At any such
hearing, the sole issue shall be whether any of the information

relied upon by the Committee was materially false.
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PROFESSICNAL COUNSELOR EXAMINERS COMMITTEE
QF THE STATE BOARD OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPY EXDAMINERS :

-

By: 4&22@22; /;:;;»\ éivff(:

' William Grken, L.R.C. K
Committee Chair

E—feathar DeVenuto, Respondent Dated: 7//;}—%}//%

I consent as to the form
and entry of this Order.

Qi A{’M@ ﬂ? W’V&/ | I jf”//(;/
"

Richard West, Esqg.

I have read and agree to the
Reporting and supervision
Requirements, in accordance
With Paragraphs 3,4 and &
of this Order.

Name
Supervisor

Date: :Zy{gé)/ff?j
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