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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION
OR REVOCATION OF
' CONSENT ORDER
Peter J. Riccio, R.Ph.
License No. 28RI01476900

TO PRACTICE PHARMACY IN THE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of
Pharmacy ("Board”) upon the Board conducting inspections of
Towne Pharmacy on January 26, 2010 and November 29, 2012. Based
on the findings of deficiencies revealed during the inspections,
the Board filed two Uniform Penalty Letters (“UPL"”) dated March
17, 2014.

At.all times relevant hereto, Respondent was a licensed

pharmacist and was the sole owner and permit holder for Towne



Pharmacy, located in Dunellen, New Jersey. Respondent currently
maintains an active licenge to practice as a pharmacist under
License Number 28RI01476900. Towne Pharmacy was sold on
February 14, 2014.

The parties being desirous of resolving the allegations
containing within the two UPLs dated March 17, 2014 with the
exception of two specific alleged deficiencies set forth in
paragraph #3 below, and the Board, being satisfied that entry of
the within Order obviates the need for formal proceedinés,Aand
being further satisfied that good cause exists to support entry

of the within Order,

IT IS THEREFORE, ON THIS

,i;[ﬂ'dof
DAY OFM‘EZ 2015,

(
ORDERED AND AGREED THAT /

1. Respondent, Peter J. Riccio, R.Ph., shall cease and
desist éngaging in the conduct alleged in the two UPLs dated
March 17, 20614. This cease and desist shall apply to a;l the
violations enumerated in the UPLs dated March 17, 2014 with the
exception of the two specific deficiencies noted in Paragraph #3
below.

2.- Respondent shall pay a penalty in the amount of $3,000
for all the violations in the two UPLs except for the two

specific deficiencies outlined in paragraph #3 of this Consent



Order. The penalty shall be made by bank check, money order, or

wire transfer payable to the State of New Jersey, and forwarded
to Anthony Rubinaccio, RP, Executive Director, 124 Halsey
Street, Sixth Floor, Newark, New Jersey 07101 within thirty (30)
days of. filing of this Order. If a form of payment is presented
other than the form of payment noted above, it will be rejected
and will be returned to the Respondent. A Certificate of Debt
reflecting the $3,000 currently due and owing shall be filed

with the New Jersey Superior Court if payment is not made within
thirty (30) days of filing of this Order.

3, Nothing herein shall preclude the Board from
initiating further disciplinary action based upon the conduct
relating to the two deficiencies that will be the subject of the
hearing on January 28, 2015, including but not limited to:

a) Alleged deficiency of accepting and filling prescriptions
even though there was no legitimate physician/patient
relationship for RX 955014, 955113, 955110, 955108, 055105,
055104, and 962204 is a violation of N.J.A.C. 13:39-7.13. UPL
for Inspection Report #8-1190-10-12, dated January 26, 2010.

b) Alleged deficiency that Towne Pharmacy’s back room was
operating a mail order service dispensing mainly Tramadol,
Fioricet, and Ultracet. The back room contained approximately
30 totes of unlabeled vials containing tablets ready to be
used to fill prescriptions. The totes were labeled with the
name of the drug and the quantity. The quantities were
weighed for generic drugs and never counted. For brand drugs
they counted out the tablets. Quantities ranged from 90-180
tablets per vial for Tramadol; each tote contained
approximately 100 vials. The totes for Fioricet contained
vials of 120-90 tablets with approximately 100 vials per tote.
The breakdown of the totes were: 13 totes labeled Tramadol,
#180, 1 tote labeled Tramadol, #90, 3 totes labeled Fioricet



#120, and 11 totes labeled Fioricet #90. Four totes of
Fioricet generic and one tote of Tramadol were labeled with
lot number and expiration in violation of N.J.A.C. 13:39-7.18
and N.J.A.C. 13:39-6.2(f)7. UPL for Inspection Report #8-1190-
12-¥X, dated November 29, 2012.

4. The parties hereby stipulate that entry of this Order

is without prejudice to further action, investigation or
restrictions upon reinstatement by this Board, including but not
limited to the Administrative Complaint filed on July 29, 2014,
the Acting Attorney General, the Drug Control Unit, the Director

of the Division of Consumer Affairs or other law enforcement

entities resulting from Respondents’ conduct prior to entry of

this Order. %

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY
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Thomas E.X. Bender, R.P
Pr091dent

I have read the within Order,
understand its terms and )
agree~10) be bound by them. E Consent |as to Form and

content. ////47
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