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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF THE :
LICENSE OF : Administrative Action
NAJLAH S. HUNTINGTON, CH.HA. FINAL ORDER

License No. 26NH13621100 : OF DISCIPLINE

TO PRACTICE NURSING IN THE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of Nursing (the “Board") upon
receipt of information, which the Board has reviewed and on which the following preliminary
findings of fact and conclusions of law are made:

FINDINGS OF FACT

Najlah S. Huntington, C.H.H.A. (“Respondent”) is a certified home health aide in the
State of New Jersey. At all times relevant hereto, Respondent has been licensed in New Jersey
pursuant to license number 26NH13621100.

The Board, through the Enforcement Bureau of the New Jersey Division of Consumer

Affairs, conducted an investigation into Respondent’s conduct pursuant to the Uniform



Enforcement Act, N.J.S.A. 45:1-1 et. seq. The Board’s investigation was predicated upon receipt
of information regarding Respondent’s arrest on September 18, 2012.

On October 11, 2013, the Board received information that Respondent was arrested in
Paterson, New Jersey on September 18, 2012. This arrest followed a consensual search of
Respondent’s apartment and person, in which heroin, a handgun, and a large sum of money were
found hidden on Respondent’s person. On March 28, 2013, Respondent was indicted by a
Passaic County Grand Jury for possession of a controlled dangerous substance (heroin) in
violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:35-10a(1), unlawful possession of a weapon in violation of N.J.S.A.
2C:58-3a and 2C:39-10a, and tampering with evidence in violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:28-6(1). On
August 12, 2013, Respondent was admitted iqto Pretrial Intervention (“PTI”) for a period of

twenty-four months.

On May 12, 2014, a Subpoena Ad Testificandum and Duces Tecum was served on

Respondent, requesting that Respondent appear before the Board for an Investigative Inquiry to
give sworn testimony pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-18(b).

On June 10, 2014, at approximately 10:15 a.m., Respondent appeared before the Board
President, staff members, counseling Deputy Attorney General Susan Carboni and prosecuting
Deputy Attorney General Mark E. Critchley for the investigative inquiry. A court reporter was
present to create a transcript of the proceedings.

During the inquiry, Respondent testified regarding the incident on September 18, 2012,
On that date, Respondent was in her apartment that she shared with her boyfriend. Respondent
testified that when the police knocked on her door, she panicked and placed the drugs, handgun
and money that were on a table in her underwear. According to Respondent, the drugs and

handgun belonged to her boyfriend. After a search of her person, the police subsequently found




the items on Respondent. Respondent was subsequently arrested and charged with possession of
heroin, unlawful possession of a weapon and tampering with evidence. Respondent entered PTI
for a period of twenty-four months. PTI is scheduled to end on August 12, 2015. Respondent
testified that she has complied with all the terms of PTI.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

From the conduct detailed above, Respondent has engaged in professional misconduct
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(e) and/or acts constituting a crime involving moral turpitude and
relating adversely to the activity regulated by the Board pursuant to NJ.S.A, 45:1-21(f).

Based on the foregoing findings and conclusions, a Provisional Order of Discipline
suspending Respondent’s C.H.H.A. certification in the State of New Jersey was entered on
August 18, 2014 and a copy was forwarded to Respondent at the last known address on file with
the Board. The Provisional Order was subject to finalization by the Board at 5 p.m. on the 30"
business day following entry unless Respondent requested modification or dismissal setting forth
in writing any and all reasons why said findings and conclusions should be modified or
dismissed and submitting any and all documents or other written evidence supporting
Respondent’s request for consideration and reasons therefore.

" The Provisional Order was sent by means of certified and regular mail to Respondent’s
address of record but both mailings were returned as undeliverable. The Provisional Order was
also sent by means of certified and regular mail to Respondent’s previous known address but
both mailings were returned as undeliverable. Attempts were made to contact Respondent by
telephone but Respondent’s telephone number of record was disconnected. N.J.A.C. 13:37-5.7
states, “[a] licensee or certificant shall notify the Board in writing of any change of address from

that registered with the Board and shown on the most recently issued license or cextificate. . . .



Such notice shall be given no later than 30 days following the change of address. Service to the
street address registered with the Board shall constitute effective notice pursuant to N.J.A.C.
13:45-3.2." Because the Order was forwarded to Respondent’s address of record, the Board
deems service to have been effected. Several attempts were made to locate Respondent’s new
address, but all attempts were unsuccessful. Accordingly, it determined that further proceedings

were not necessary and that the Provisional Order should be made final,



ACCORDINGLY, IT IS on this

T dayof 2772y 2015,

ORDERED that;

[ Based upon Respondent’s conduct, Respondent is found to have engaged in
professional misconduct pursuant to' N.J.S.A, 45:1-21(e) and acts constituting a crime involving
moral turpitude and relating adversely to the activity regulated by the Board pursuant to N.J.S.A.
45:1-21(f).

2. Respondent’s New Jersey home health aide certification, is hereby suspended
until August 12, 2015 and further order of the Board, Respondent may apply for the return of
her C.H.H.A. certification after August 12, 2015, at which time the Board will consider her
application including but not limited to, any conditions on granting her C.H.H.A. application,

which may be appropriate, such as compliance with the terms of PTI, any rehabilitative efforts

and plans for resumption of practice.
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