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HOMEMAKER--HOME HEALTH AIDE

IN 'THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 1 ' Fl N AL

Thig matter was opened Lo the New Jersey State Board of

Nursing (the “Boaxd”) upon receipt of information which the
Board has reviewed and upon which the following preliminary

findinge of fact and conclusgions of law are nmade:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. paula J. PForman (“Respondent”) im & certifled
homemaker-home health aide in the State of New Jersey and has

been a licensee at all times relevant hexeto. (Exhibit A).
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2. Upon receipt of a flagging notice indicating that

Rappondent wag arrested on March 12, 2014 by the New Jersey

2C135-10.%, Diptribute Prescriplblon Legend Drug (2 Counts), and
N.J,8.A, 2¢:35-10A(1), Possgess Controlled Dangerous Substance Or

») .

Analog (2 Counts), the Board wsent a letter of inquiry,

requesting certain information and subwmission of documents, Gto
Respondent’s address of record in Burlington, New Jersey, via
A

regular and certified mail on or about March 31, 2014,
responge was due within twenty (20) days. The‘regular mailing

wag not returned; the certified wailing was reburned as

unclaimed., (Exhibit B).

3, o date, Respondent has not responded to the Board's

request for information.

CONCLUSIONB OorF LAW

Respondent’s failure Lo reppond bto the Board’'s request for
information constitutes a failure to cooperate with a Board
investigation, in contravention of N.J.A.C, 13:45C-1.2 and 1.3,
which Uthe Board deems professional misconduclt pursuant to
N.J,8.A, 45:1-21{e), subjecting Respondent to disciplinary
action pursuant to N.J.8.A. 45:1-21(h).

Certified homemaker-home health aides provide care Lo sowe

of the most wvulnerable wmembers of our soclely - tho infirm

Page 2 of 7



elderly, They have unfettered access to the homes, pergonal
possessions, bank accounts and c¢redit cards of Ctheir elderly
patienta. Possible addiction to illegal substances or alcohol
raise particular concern as certificate holdexs who have not
obtained appropriate treatment may pose a risk Lo the safety and
security of thoge individuals entrusted to thelr
care, Regpondent’s arrest for drug related conduct combined
with her lack of cooperation with the Board’s inquiry are
gufficient indication that Reapondent’s continued practice ag a
homemaker home health aide may joopardize the safety and welfare
of the public such that diagnostle testing and wmonitoring or
peychological evaluation are warranted as a condition of
continued certification pursuant to N.J.8.A, 45:1-22(e) and (f)

and N.J.8,A, 45:1-21(1).

L \:},
ACCORDINGLY, IT I8 on this |8 day of YibAversl . 201s,
ORDERED that:, UPON THRE FILING OF A FINALY ORDER OF

DISCIPLINE

1. Regpondent ‘g cerﬁificate to practice as a homemaker-
home health alide will be sugpended until such time as Respondent
cooperates fully with the Board’s investigation by providing the
Boaid with the information requested in the Board’s letter of
inguiry and demonstrates cowpliance with paragraph 2 below.

2. Respondent shall:
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a. Provide the Board with evidence that she is
capable of discharging the functions of a
certificate holder in a wmanner congistont with
the public’e health, safety and welfare and that
she ia nolt then suffering from any impairment or
lJimitation xesulting from Lhe wuse of any

addictive sgubstance which could affect her
practice,
b. Provide the Board with an in-depth, current

evaluation from a licenged clinical alcohol and
drug counselor or psychiatrigt or psychologist
knowledgeable in addiction therapy who is aware
of the circumstances of Respondent’s arrest and
Lhis Provisional Order of Discipline and who has
heen pre-approved by the Board., Respondent agball
provide documentation that she has complied with
all recommendations of the licensed clinical
alcohol and drug counselor or psychlatrist or

psychologliat,

o, Affirmatively establish her fitness, competence
and capacity Lo re-entexr the active practice ag a
certified homemaker-home health ailde within WNew
Jerney.

3. Upon the filing of a FINAL ORDER OF DISCIPLINE,
Respondent shall refrain from engaging in the practice as a
homemaker-home health alde and shall not represent hergelf as a
homemaker-home health aide until such time as her certification
ig reingltated, Any practice in this State prior to such
reinstatement: ghall conptitute grounds for a charge of
unlicensned practice,.

1, Respondent lg provisionally assessed a civil penalty

in the amount of two bhundred dollare ($200), Payment shall be

made by certified check, bank cashier check, or wmoney order
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payable to "State of New Jersoy,” or by wire trangfer, direct
deposit, or c¢redit card payment delivered or malled Lo George
Habert, Executlve Director, 8tate Board of Nursing, P.O. Box
45010, Newark, New Jarsey 07101, Any other form of payment will
ba rejected and will be xeturned to the party wmaking the
payment . Payment shall be made no latexr than filfteen (15) days
after the date of filing of a FINAL ORDER OF DISCIPLINE, In the
event Respondent falls to wake a timely payment, a certificate
the Board may bring such other ﬁroceedings ag authorized by law.

5, The within order shall be subject Lo finalization by

the Board at 5:00 p.m, on the 30th gay following entry hereof
unless Respondent recquests a wodification or dismissal of the

above stated Findings of Fact or Conclusions of Law by:

aj Submitting a written request for wmodification ox
dismissal to Ceorge Hebert, Executive Director,
State Board of Nursing, 124 Halsey Street, Sixth
Floor, P.O. Box 45010, Newark, New Jersey 07101,

b) Satting forth in writing any and all reasons why
paid Findings and conclusions should be modified

ox dismisged,
<) Submitting any and all documents or other written

svidence supporting Respondent’s request for
consideration and reasons therefor or offered in

mitigation of penalty.

G, Any submissions will be reviewed by the Board and Lhe

Board will thereafter deterwmine whether further proceediings are
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necessgary. If no waterial discrepancied are ralsged through a
pupplemental gubmission during Lhe thirty-day period, or if the
Board is not persuaded that the sgubmitted materials werit
further congideration, a FINAL ORDER OF DISCIPLINE will be
entered,

7. In thae event that Reppondent’s submipsions establlsh a
need. for further proceedings, including, but not limited to an
evidentiary hesaring, Respondent shall be notified with regard
thereto, In the event that an evidentiary hearing tiordered,
the preliminary findings of fact and conclusiong of law
contained herein may serve as nollce of the facltual and legal
allegationg in such proceeding. Further, in the event a hearing
is held and upon review of the record, the Board shall not be
limited to the findings, conclusions and ganctions stated
herein.

8, In the event that the Board receives no written
request for modification or dismigsal within 30 days following
entry of this Provisional Orxder of bDisgalpline, without further
Board review, all referenced breliminary Findings of Fac¢t and
Conglusions of Law and all provipional sanctions or pemnalties
imposed by this Oxder sehall autowmatlcally become the Final
Dealesion and Order of the Board. 'Thereafter, 4Reupondont'n

fallure to comply with any Bﬁnation or penalty imposed by thin
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Order shall be oc¢onslderad a violation of a Doard Order in
contravention of N,J.8.A, 4%:11-21 (e} and (h) and N.J.A.C.

\

13:45C-1,4 and may subjeclt Respondent to additional sanction

and/or penalty.
9. The Board reserves the right to inltiate disciplinary
proceedings baged upon any information that Radpondent

ultimately provides in responge to the letler of inguiry or upon

any new information the Board recelves,

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF NURSING

By : 7;&:‘2, 7«’ % 2 A
Pat¥icia Murp&ﬁi}PhD,’AFN
President
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