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This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of
Pharmacy (the “Board”) upon receipt of an application from
respondent Pravin K. Patel, R.Ph., for reinstatement of his
license to practice pharmacy in the State of New Jersey.
Respondent previously entered into a Consent Order of Revocation
of  License on May 13, 2010, which followed an Interim Consent
Order of surrender of license filed with the Board on December
10, 2008.

Respondent’s license revocation followed an investigation

into respondent’s professional practice as the owner and permit




holder of Family Pharmacy, located in Lindenwold, New Jersey.
The investigation revealed a multitude of wviolations in
respondent’s dispensing of controlled substances, including
filling stolen and fraudulent prescriptions without verifying
the authorization for the prescriptions with prescribers and
billing third party insurers based upon prescriptions that
respondent knew or should have known were fraudulent. By
Interim Consent Order filed on December 10, 2008, respondent
agreed, among other things, to surrender his license to practice
pharmacy; the order prohibited respondent from being in the
prescription filling area of any pharmacy. In March 2010,
respondent was observed in the prescription filling area of
Gloucester Pharmacy. Although respondent was not observed
engaging in the practice of pharmacy, his presence in the
filling area violated the terms of the Interim Order.

Pursuant to the May 13, 2010 order, respondent’s license
was revoked effective December 8, 2008, the date respondent
initially surrendered his license, with no reapplication
permitted for a minimum of five years. Respondent was required
to pay costs of investigation and a civil penalty in a total
amount of $21,159.12. In addition, prior to the Board’'s
consideration of any application for reinstatement of license,
respondent was required to take and pass the NAPLEX and MPJE

examinations with a score of 75 or better, successfully complete



the ProBe or PrimE ethics course, complete all necessary
continuing education credits and the criminal history background
check, pay all costs and fees required by the Consent Order, and
appear before the Board or a committee to discuss his readiness
to re-enter the practice of pharmacy.

On March 25, 2015, respondent appeared before the Board
with his attorney, Matt Mandel, Esqg., to discuss his application
for reinstatement. Respondent testified that he had not worked
in a pharmacy since November 8, 2008. During the time he has
not held a license, he has owned Manhattan Bagel stores, but he
would like to return to work full time in a pharmacy. When
asked about the circumstances that led to his prior discipline,
respondent testified that he was the only pharmacist in the
pharmacy with too much work; he was not prepared or organized
enough to handle it. He claimed he was not motivated by a
desire for money, but rather did not have enough time to verify
prescriptions. He said that he thought about the costs of his
behavior to his family and himself and would not let it happen
again.

Although the Board notes the respondent has complied with
the requirements for reinstatement set forth in the 2010 Consent
Order, the Board is also mindful that the practice of pharmacy
changes quickly and respondent has not worked in a pharmacy

since 2008. When asked about the Prescription Monitoring



Program (“PMP”) and the Best Practices for Pharmacy Security,
respondent’s answers were vague, and he did not seem to
understand what the PMP is or the requirements for its use. The
Board believes that prior to respondent resuming practice as a
pharmacist, he needs the opportunity for significant supervised
practice to ensure that he is able to practice safely.

The Board finding that Respondent has complied with the
conditions of his prior consent order, and the Board having
determined that this Order is sufficiently protective of the
health, safety and welfare of the public, and all parties

agreeing to the terms of this Order;

ACCORDINGLY, IT IS on this day of ,2015,

ORDERED AND AGREED THAT:

L Respondent shall register with the Board as an intern,
and shall complete a structured internship program of 1,440
hours under a Board-approved preceptor who cannot be related to
Mr. Patel by blood or marriage. The preceptor shall review and
sign this Consent Order indicating that he or she agrees to
comply with its terms. The preceptor shall provide the Board
with respondent’s work schedule, and also provide reports to the
Board of respondent’s progress at 500 and 1,000 hours, and a

final, comprehensive report to the Board at 1,440 hours



indicating respondent’s ability to resume the independent
practice of pharmacy.

2. Within the first 500 hours of internship, respondent
shall view the “Red Flag” video available on the NABP website as
well as the Board’s Best Practices for Pharmacy Security, and
provide a certification to the Board that he has completed these
tasks.

33 Upon satisfactory completion of the internship with
the approval of the preceptor, payment of all reinstatement
fees, and completion of the criminal history background check,
assuming no additional criminal history is disclosed,
respondent’s license shall be reinstated.

4. Upon reinstatement of his license, Respondent shall
provide a copy of this Order to all employers prior to beginning
employment where a pharmacy license is required for employment
or where respondent has access to medication, prescriptions or
patient profiles. Respondent shall ensure that each employer
notifies the Board in writing that he or she has received and
read this Order.

5z For a minimum of two years after reinstatement of his
license, respondent shall not act as a preceptor or pharmacist-
in-charge (RPIC) at any pharmacy, shall not own or have an
ownership interest in any pharmacy, and shall not have power of

attorney to order Schedule II controlled dangerous substances.



Periods of time when respondent is not employed as a pharmacist
shall not count towards the two-year period set forth in this
paragraph.

6. In the event the Board receives information which the
Board in its sole discretion deems reliable that respondent has
failed to comply with any of the terms of this Consent Order,
the Board may enter an immediate order of suspension of
respondent’s license. Respondent shall have the right to apply
to the Board to request a hearing, on seven (7) days’ notice,
for removal of the automatic suspension, but the application
shall be limited to a showing that the information submitted to

the Board was false or inaccurate.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY
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Thomas F.X. Bender,
President

I have read the within Order
and understand its terms. I
consent to the entry of this
Order by the New Jersey Board

Of Pharmacy:
QL/K £-6-15

Pravin K. 'Pétel R.Ph. Date




