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FINAL ORDER

OF DISCIPLINE

TO PRACTICE NURSING IN THE

STATE O F NEW JERSEY

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of

Nursing ("Board") upon receipt of information which the Board

has reviewed and upon which the following findings of fact and

conclusions of law are made:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Angelica D. Rojas ("Respondent") is a Licensed

Practical Nurse in the State of New Jersey and has been a

licensee at all times relevant hereto.

2. Upon receipt of information that Respondent was

arrested on October 8, 2013 by the Raritan Police Department and

charged. with violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:21-6H (Fraud Use Credit

Card) and N.J.S.A. 2C:20-4A (Theft by Deception), the Board sent

Respondent a letter of inquiry requesting information and
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documentation regarding the criminal matter, Respondent's

nursing practice, and her continuing education.

3. Respondent replied and admitted that she had used her

mother's boyfriend's debit card to pay her own personal bills

and to purchase food and clothing for her children. Respondent

did not have authorization from the cardholder to make the

charges, which allegedly totaled $13,986. Respondent's mother

and boyfriend separated and the boyfriend filed charges against

Respondent.

4. The Board received notification that on May 9, 2014

Respondent was found guilty in the Somerset County Superior

Court of N.J .S.A . 2C:20-4 (Theft by Deception) and N.J. S.A.

2C:21-6H (Fraud Use Credit Card). On August 8, 2014, Respondent

was sentenced to one (1) day in jail, three (3) years'

probation, fifty (50) hours community service, and assessed

$12,352.40.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Respondent has been convicted of, and engaged in acts

constituting, crimes relating adversely to the nursing

profession, which subjects Respondent to discipline pursuant to

N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(i). Theft by Deception and Fraudulent Use of a

Credit Card are adverse to the practice of nursing because

nurses care for vulnerable populations who may be unable to
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protect their personal belongings , including their debit cards

or financial information . The public expects nurses to be

trustworthy and Respondent's actions and convictions erode that

trust.

DISCUSSION

Based on the foregoing findings and conclusions, a

Provisional Order of Discipline ("POD") was entered on June 4,

2015 suspending Respondent's license to practice nursing in the

State of New Jersey for a period of two (2) years, issuing a

reprimand, assessing a civil penalty in the amount of one

thousand dollars ($1,000), and compelling Respondent to complete

an ethics course and provide the Board with a certificate of

completion of said course prior to any reinstatement. A copy

was forwarded to Respondent's last known address by means of

both regular and certified mail.

The POD was subject to finalization by the Board at 5:00

on the 30th day following entry unless respondent requested

a modification or dismissal of the stated Findings of Fact or

Conclusions of Law by submitting a written request for

modification or dismissal setting forth in writing any and all

reasons why said findings and conclusions should be modified and

dismissed and submitting any and all documents or other written
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evidence supporting respondent's request for consideration and

reasons therefor.

Respondent replied to the Provisional Order of Discipline,

admitted that she was convicted and asked the Board to reduce

the penalties sought in the POD.

The Board noted that respondent's submissions did not

contradict the fact that she had been arrested and convicted of

the charges of Theft by Deception and Fraud Use Credit Card for

which she was sentenced to one (1) day in jail, three (3) years'

probation, fifty (50) hours community service, and assessed

$12,352.40. The Board was not persuaded that the submitted

materials merited further consideration. The Board therefore

affirmed the findings and conclusions of the POD, and determined

that the POD should be made final.

day of 2Q15,
ACCORDINGLY , IT IS on this V�) ,

ORDERED that : Upon the filing of a FINAL ORDER of Discipline in

this matter:

1. Respondent's license to practice nursing in this State

is hereby suspended for a period of two (2) years, one (1) year

of which shall be served as a period of active suspension, the

remainder to be stayed and served as a period of probation. Such

suspension shall commence 30 days after the entry of this Final
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Order of Discipline in this matter. After the one year of

active suspension, Respondent may petition the Board in writing

to have the period of active suspension terminated and to

commence the period of stayed suspension/probation.

2. Respondent is reprimanded for violation of N.J.S.A.

45:1-21(f).

3. Respondent is assessed a civil penalty in the amount

of one thousand dollars ($1,000). Payment shall be made by

money order, bank cashier check or certified check, made payable

to the "State of New Jersey" or by wire transfer, direct deposit

or credit card payment delivered or mailed to Twalema Khonje,

State Board of Nursing, P.O. Box 45010, Newark, New Jersey

07101. Any other form of payment will be rejected and will be

returned to the party making payment. Payment shall be due no

later than fifteen (15) days after the filing of this Final

Order of Discipline. In the event respondent fails to make a

timely payment, a certificate of debt shall be filed in

accordance with N.J.S.A. 45:1-24 and the Board may bring such

other proceedings as authorized by law. Respondent shall pay

the civil penalty prior to any reinstatement.

4. Respondent shall refrain from practicing as a nurse

and shall not represent herself as a Licensed Practical Nurse

until such time as her license is reinstated. Any practice in
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this State prior to reinstatement shall constitute grounds for a

charge of unlicensed practice.

5. Prior to any reinstatement, Respondent shall complete

an ethics course. Respondent shall obtain written pre-approval

from the Board of any course she proposes to take. Respondent

shall provide the Board with a certificate of completion.

NEW JERSEY ,zTATE BOARD OF NURSING

By:
Patricia Murphy, PhD,(/APN

President
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