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DEc 18 2015

JOHN J. HOFFMAN

ACTING ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY
Division of Law - 5th Floor

124 Halsey Street

P.O. Box 45029 BOARD OF PHARMACY

Newark, New Jersey 07101

Attorney for New Jersey Board of Pharmacy

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

BOARD OF PHARMACY

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION OR
REVOCATION OF THE REGISTRATION OF:

Administrative Action
MATTHEW L. GARRETSON 2
Registration No. 28RW01705000 - PROVISIONAL ORDER

OF DISCIPLINE

TO PRACTICE AS A PHARMACY TECHNICIAN
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of
Pharmacy (the “Board”) upon receipt of information which the
Board has reviewed and on which the following preliminary

findings of fact and conclusions of law are made:

PRELIMINARY FINDINGS OF FACT

1 Matthew L. Garretson (“Respondent”) 1is a registered
Pharmacy Technician in the State of New Jersey and has been a
registrant at all times relevant hereto. A copy of a printout
of the Board’s records, indicating Respondent’s registration

status, 1s attached hereto as Exhibit A and made a part hereof.



2l On December 9, 2014, respondent spoke with a 1loss
prevention manager from Walgreens and executed a handwritten,
voluntary statement. In that statement, respondent admitted
that he took controlled dangerous substances from a machine in
the pharmacy when he was filling the machine with pills late at
night. Respondent also admitted taking drugs from bottles on
the shelf of the pharmacy and putting them in his pocket. His
statement included a 1list of drugs that he took, including,
among others, clonazepam, alprazolam, zolpidem, diazepam,
oxycodone and Vicodin. A copy of Respondent’s voluntary sworn
statement dated December 9, 2014, is attached hereto as Exhibit
B and made a part hereof.

3. As a result of this incident, respondent was
terminated from his employment with Walgreens, and arrested by
Little Egg Harbor Township Police and charged with Theft of
Movable Property 1in violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:20-3A and
Possession of Controlled Dangerous Substance or Analog in
violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:35:10A(1). A copy of the criminal
complaint 1is attached hereto as Exhibit C and made a part
hereof. Respondent was indicted on these charges on or about
February 24, 2015. A copy of the indictment is attached hereto

as Exhibit D and made a part hereof.



PRELIMINARY CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Respondent’s theft of prescription medication is an act
constituting a crime or offense adversely related to the
profession of pharmacy. The facts set forth herein provide
grounds to take disciplinary action against Respondent’s
registration as a pharmacy technician in New Jersey pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(f).

IT IS THEREFORE ON THIS \g™ day of VELE MRER p
2015;

ORDERED THAT:

1. Respondent’s registration to practice as a pharmacy
technician in the State of New Jersey is hereby preliminarily
suspended for a minimum of five (5) years from the date of the
Final Order of Discipline entered in this matter.

2. Upon the entry of a Final Order of Discipline,
Respondent shall immediately cease and desist from engaging in
practice as a pharmacy technician, which includes, but 1is not
limited to the following: Respondent shall not retrieve
prescription files or patient files; shall not prepare
medication 1labels; shall not engage in data entry for any
pharmacy, shall not count, weigh, measure, pour or compound
prescription medication or stock legend drugs and controlled
substances; shall not fill an automated medication system; shall

not accept authorization for a prescription refill or renewal;



shall not handle anything requiring a prescription, including
devices and medications; shall not handle prescriptions; and
shall not be present within a prescription filling area of a
pharmacy.

3. Within five (5) days following the filing of the Final
Order of Discipline, Respondent shall surrender his original
registration and the most recent renewal card to the Executive
Director of the Board by mailing same to Anthony Rubinaccio,
Executive Director, Board of Pharmacy, 124 Halsey Street, P.O.
Box 45013, Newark, New Jersey 07101.

4. Any practice in this State in violation of the above
conditions shall constitute grounds for discipline for violation
of a Board Order and professional misconduct.

5. Prior to any application for restoration of
registration, Respondent shall:

a. At the discretion of the Board, appear before the

Board or a committee thereof to discuss his readiness to

reenter practice as a pharmacy technician. At that time,

Respondent shall be prepared to propose his plans for

future practice in New Jersey and demonstrate evidence of

rehabilitation to the Board’s satisfaction.

b. Affirmatively establish his fitness, competence and
capacity to actively practice as a pharmacy technician.

c. Provide the Board with a full account of his conduct
during the intervening period of time from his termination
from Walgreens to his application for restoration of his
registration.

d. Provide the Board with documentation regarding any
criminal action that may result from the above referenced



actions and documentary proof that he has satisfied all the

terms and conditions of his criminal sentence, including

but not limited to any period of probation.

e. Provide documentation of successful completion of all

application requirements including a Criminal History

Background Check and payment of all reinstatement fees.

6. If Respondent’s registration to practice as a pharmacy
technician is reinstated, the Board, in its discretion, may
impose any conditions or restrictions on registration it deems
necessary to protect the public health, safety and welfare.

7. The order shall be subject to finalization by the
Board at 5:00 p.m. on the thirtieth (30"") day following entry
hereof unless respondent requests a modification or dismissal of
the above stated Findings or Fact or Conclusions of Law by:

a. Submitting a written request for modification or

dismissal to Anthony Rubinaccio, Executive Director, State

Board of Pharmacy, 124 Halsey Street, P.O. Box 45013,

Newark, New Jersey 07101.

b. Setting forth in writing any and all reasons why said
findings and conclusions should be modified or dismissed.

a. Submitting any and all documents: or other written
evidence supporting Respondent’s request for consideration
and reasons therefore or offered in mitigation of penalty.
8. Any submissions will be reviewed by the Board and the
Board will thereafter determine whether further proceedings are
necessary. If no material discrepancies are raised through a

supplemental submission during the thirty-day period, or if the

Board 1s not persuaded that the submitted materials merit



further consideration, a Final Order of Discipline will be
entered.

9. In the event that Respondent’s submissions establish a
need for further proceedings, including but not limited to, an
evidentiary hearing, Respondent shall be notified with regard
thereto. In the event that an evidentiary hearing is ordered,
the ©preliminary findings of fact and conclusions of law
contained herein may serve as notice of the factual and legal
allegations in such proceeding. Further, in the event a hearing
is held and upon review of the record, the Board shall not be
limited to the findings, conclusions, and sanctions stated

herein.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY

By:

{ Richard Palombo, R.Ph.
Board Vice-President
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VOLUNTARY STATEMENT

I, [‘V’\- M LprrthiSon

, make the following voluntary statement to
(DLPM) 3 e+ M.

. who had identified himselherself to me -

as a District Loss Prevention Manager of the Walgreen Company. No promises have been made,

dl .
nor have I been threatened or mistreated by (DLPM) S ¢atd M. or anvone else
into giving this voluntary statement. [ am currently a (position code) fuarmaes Tl ,at

4d 4 o i, O Hom
Store # 1434 . (address) Litrie - Hariar~

Uhave worked for the Walgreen Company since: ’L v C(’V/‘
T e fo Say

" Y
A “‘I\‘:\ f‘\":bu"'\ "")‘5"\ Wika Wi L?R(‘ ‘H’\L ('&H L(\./’f;h'Aj Mg Lhon (,?ru.-;_x.z.".-lu:‘].i

o Pl Goeir Fall pur od the mMechie tad T wodé flag 7 2n 9/ioad,

T oFpea ik te (‘"'* I AR ﬂ*‘j P ke . A+ T ht —\ ‘r"'\ix I—_ (WEehs & X v

iw‘zéﬁdé w.3h  Sthooi So.j'/ 6'\)(55;1:\ wiagq T %,‘,.\c‘-ﬁ“ s hpd

Tediiviows  dhyg e g bigoene. T owe ik g o kb P cells .}cf{{

dt Wogut  eiéd  alder 4 lile T fowmd sgsif ey g few ok dhe

ortold pll 2BRey” wWihinwe Id TN TS celle wWith g qumecnts.
Miv b Gl e Taments - o8 mynif T wend Sep hor T

e

Se (8 Lona Wiy If FaRigy o Tov rm& terd fmam pefls O AL

SO Petting T in frecet, by el gs d e vyt by

{rutess

L.‘ Cig refim } \ Z ms

Y

] { } &
L lean b S
— K . 7 . .
Lot £ 424 (/'\ S N SV PN Y
no_ — " .
Lhe B fam )} ic ok ~ mgsf N Novonpes

hisis a true and accurate statement of the facts:

gy = : ol ‘
% = = tLle e
Signature ﬁW// Dale L Ligio Time

DLPM CAA—— Date “7‘) q\ “1& Time

\ i
Wimness {/4 Cl '[/z//lﬂ Date !?:/9//\1 Time

,/I R S i
/
/s

Page ! of 2~ voleng (09201 1)




VOLUNTARY STATEMENT (continued)
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BY A PRACTITIONER

OF WALGREENS,

in violation of:

: VS.
ity ] MATTHEEW I. GARRETSON
LITTLE EGG HARBOR MUNICIPAL To ADDRESS : L _
665 RADIO ROAD R oL T e ?
LITTLE EGG HARB NI 08087 )
(609)296-7241  GoUNTY OF OCEAN s
& of CHARGES_ CO-DEFTS POUCE CASE #: DEFENDANT INFORMATION B
2 14-15514 SEX: M EYE COLOR. BLUE DOB
COMPLAINANT T DRIVER'S LIC. #. DL STATE: NJ
NAME: e 5 o i B SOCIAL SECURITY sai#
ATTN WARRANTS . TELEPHONE #:
TUCKERTON NJ 0BO087
By certification or on oath, the complainant says that to the best of his/her knowledge, information and belief the named
defendant on or about 12-09-2014 INLITTLE EGG EARBOR TWP County, NJdid

WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THIS COURT, COMMIT THE OFFENSE OF THE?%NBY
UNLAWFULLY TAKING OR EXERCISING CONTROL OVER CERTAIN MOVEABLE PROPERTY, TO WIT,
VARIOUS NARCOTIC PRESCRIPTIONS BELONGING TO WALGREENS WITH THE INTENT TO DEPRIVE
THZ OWNER THEREOF, SPECIFICALLY BY TAKING VARIOUS AMOUNTS OF PRESCRIPTION
NARCOTICS WHILE PREPARING INDIVIDUAL PRESCRIPTIONS FOR CUSTOMERS OF WALGREENS,
WHILE WORKING AS AN EMPLOYEE IN THE WALGREENS PHARMACY .

WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THIS COURT, KNOWINGLY OR PURPOSELY OBTAIN OR POSSESS A
CONTROLLED DANGERQUS SUBSTANCE OR A CONTROLLED DANGEROUS SUBSTANCE ANALOG THAT'
WAS NOT OBTAINED DIRECTLY FROM A PRACTITIONER OR UNDER VALID PRESCRIPTION ISSUED
, SPECIFICALLY BY TAKING VARIOUS AMOUNTS OF PRESCRIPTION
NARCOTICS FOR PERSONAL USE WHILE PREPARING INDIVIDUAL PRESCRIPTIONS FOR CUSTOMERS
WHILE WORKING AS AN EMPLOYEE IN THE WALGREENS PHARMACY.

Original Charge 1) 2C:20-3A

2 2C:35-10A(1) 3)

Amended Charge

CERTIFICATION:

1 certify that the foregoing statements made by me are tue. | am aware that if any of the foregoing statements made by me are wilfully false,

I am subject to punishment. 'M

Signed:

>

DET T MCAMNEY

puis: 12-09-2014

issuance of this Complaint-Summaons.

The complaining witness Is a law enforcement officer and a judicial probable cause determination Is not required prior to the

SUMMONS:

stated below, a warrant may be issusd for your arrest.

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to appsar before this court 10 answer this complaint. if you fail to appear on the date and at the time

DATE TO APPEAR: 01-15-2015 T[ME: 9:00am

DET T MCANNEY
Signature of Person isaulng Summons

12-08-2014
Daie

O Domestic Viaglence — Confidential

0 Related Traffic Tickets
or Other Complaints

0 Serious Personal injuryi Death
Involved

Speclal conditions of releasa:

1 No phone, mail or other persanal contact wivictim
T Mo possession firsarmsiweapons

| 2 Other {spec ify)




COMPLAINT - SUMMONS —7

COMPLAINT NUMBER
THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

1516 | S 2014 | 000597 VS.

COURT CODE PREFIX YEAR SEQUENCE HO. MATTHEW L GARRETSON
LITTLE EGG HARBOR MUNICIPAL CO ADDRESS '
665 RADIO ROAD
LITTLE EGG HARB NJ 08087
{609)296-7241.coUNTY OF: OCEAN R e
# of CHARGES CO-DEFTS POLICE CASE #; DEFENDANT lNFORMATION —

14-15514 SEX: M EYE - DOl
COMPU\INANT 35‘1‘9 . GIE‘!’OE.DW DRIVER'S LIC. #. DL STATE: WJ
NAME:
e s RORD SOCIAL SECURITY #

TOCKERTON NJ  0BDE? TELEPHONE #:

By certification or on oath, the complainant says that to the best of his’her knowledge, information and belief the named
defendant on or about 12-05-2014 in LITTLE EGG HARBOR TWP . OCEAN = County,NJ did:
WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THIS COURT, COMMIT THE OFFENSE OF THEFT BY

UNLAWFULLY TAKING OR EXERCISING CONTROL OVER CERTAIN MOVEABLE PROPERTY, TO WIT,
VARIOUS NARCOTIC PRESCRIPTIONS BELONGING TO WALGREENS WITH THE INTENT TO DEPRIVE
THE OWNER THEREOF, SPECIFICALLY BY TAKING VARIOUS AMQUNTS OF PRESCRIPTION

NARCOTICS WHILE PREPARINC INDIVIDUAL, PRESCRIPTIONS FOR CUSTOMERS Or WALGREENS
WHILE WORKING AS AN EMPLOYEE IN THE WALGREENS PHARMACY .

WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THIS COURT, KNOWINGLY OR PURPOSELY OBTAIN OR POSSESS A
CONTROLLED DANGERQOUS SUBSTANCE OR A CONTROLLED DANGEROUS SUBSTANCE ANALOG THAT
WAS NOT OBTAINED DIRECTLY FROM A PRACTITIONER OR UNDER VALID PRESCRIPTION ISSUED
BY A PRACTITIONER, SPECIFICALLY BY TAKING VARIOUS AMOUNTS OF PRESCRIPTION

NARCOTICS FOR.PERSONAL USE WHILE PREPARING INDIVIDUAL PRESCRIPTIONS FOR CUSTOMERS
OF WALGREENS, WHILE WORKING AS AN EMPLOYEE IN THE WALGREENS PHARMACY.

in violation of:
Original Charge 1) 2C:20-3A

2) 2C:35-10A(1) 3)

Check

Certification by Police Regarding Complaint-Summons

/ | Tcettify that | served the complaint-summaons by delivering a copy to the defendént parsonally.

| certify that | personally served the caomplaint-summons by leaving
a copy at the defendant’'s usual place of abode with a competent
member of the household of the age 14 or over

| certify that | mailed a copy of the complaint-summons by ordinary
mail {0 the defendant at his or her last known address.

Name of family member over 14 years of age

Defendant’s tast known address

| centify that | served the complaint-surnmons by delivenng a copy
to a person authorized to receive service of process on the
defendant's behalf.

Other manner of service: | certify that | served the complaint-summons
in the following manner:

Name and tile of autharized person

—

| certify that | was unable to serve the complaint-summons.

S

Signed: M /%/ é/éé;l_— (EHTPD  Dateof Action: __/2- /5‘_//_"f

Namt: Title 'and Department of Officer

RETURN OF SERVICE
: INFORMAﬂON
| .

1 l'ng‘e's &7 woom M;mﬂ




Exhibit D



SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
LAW DIVISION - OCEAN COUNTY

THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY -
Vs,
INDICTMENT

~ | NO.  [5-)3-4dfa
- MATTHEW.L. GARRETSQN ' .

S A A A L N T AL TN R, e Y g et

\
Defendant RECENED & FILED
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COUNT ONE

I3 TS

' SLPUTY G2RK
THEFT-THIRD DEGREE ... SUPERICH CT. GLEAN €O,

The Grénd Jurors of the State of New Jersey, in and for the County of Oceaﬁ, upon
their oaths present that MATTHEW L. GARRETSON, on or about and between the dates of
October 15, 2013 and December 8, 2014, in the Township of Little Egg Harbor, County of
Ocean, and within the junisdiction of this éourt, knf)wingly did unlawfully take or exercise
unlawful control over the moveable property of Walgreené,. that i§, confrolled dangerous
substances, Ambien,'HydIocodone, Burprenorphine, oxycodone, VAlpmzolam, and Vicodin,
having 2 value in.cxcess of $500.00, with thé purpose to deprive the owner thereof, coniréry
to the provisioﬁs of N.J.S_A. 2C:20-3a, and agaiﬁst the peace of this State, the Government
and dignity of the same. |

COUNT TWO
POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED DANGEROUS SUBSTANCE-THIRD DEGREE
The Grand Jurors of the State of New Jersey, m and for the County of Ocean, 'upon

their oaths present that MATTHEW L. GARRETSON, on or about and between the dates of




Octébcr 15, 2013 and December 8, 2014, in the Town;ship of Little Egg Harbor, County of
Ocean, and within the jurisdiction of this Court, did knowingly or purposely possess
controlled dangerous substances, Ambien, Hydrocodone, - Burprenorphine, oxycodone,
Alprazolaxﬁ, and Vicodin , and said substances was not obtained directly, or pursuant to a
valid prescription or order form from a practitioner, while acting in the course of his
professional'pracﬁce,'éontrary to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 2C:35-10a(1), and against the

peace of this State, the Government and dignity of the same.

JOSEPH D. CORONATO
/ OCEAN ;:OUNTY PROSECUTOR
NG s [
DATED:__ &/ 01%// 9 sy W :
/YA MICHAEL BELOSTOCK
_ -, ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR
ENDORSED;. \H///z/z/////// |
Foreperse .




Superior Court of New Jersey
Law Division, Ocean County

THE STATE

MATTHEW L. GARRETSON L L/

INDICTMENT NO.
15-03- cft o

ﬁ\IDICTMENT FOR
THEFT B
POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED DANGERGUS SUBSTANCE ...

Joseph D. Coronato
Ocean County Prosecutor

A TRUE BILL
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