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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ACTING ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY BOMRT G MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY EXAMINERS
Division of Law FROFESSIGNAL COUNSELOR EXAMINERS COMMITTER
124 Hzleey Street ( HA%4L47%66ALXDQL' -
F.0. Box 430239 .

Newark, New Jsrsey 07101

Attorney for the Profesaional Counselor Examinars Committee
Ot the State Board of Marriage and Family Therapy Examiners

By: gShirley P. Dickstein
Deputy Attorney Ganersl
(973) €aB-~7093

STATE OF XNEW JERSRY DEFARTMENT OF LAN AND

FUBLIC BAFETY DIVISION OF

CONSUMER AFFRIRS

PROFESSTONARL COUNSELOR. EXHMYNERS COMMITTIER
OF THE BTATRE BOARD OF MARRIAGRE AND FAMILY

THERAPY EXAMINERS
IN THE MATTER OF THR LICENSE OF Administ
MICHRLA TRIPODY, LBC

LICERSE NO. 37rPC003%3700

TO PRACTICE AS A PROPESSIONAL
COUNBELOR IN THE STATE OF -
KEW JERBEY

Thies matter wag opened befurc the Profes

' Bxaminers Committee (hareinafrer the “Commith

Jarsey Boaxd of Marriage snd Family Therapy
racelpt of & complaint by Z.9., the farhar of Rq
client, 8.8.

cusrtody recommendation without having mat 2.5.

rative Action

CONSENT ORDER

plonal 'cOunaelor
es} of the New
Examinmrs upon

prpondent.’ 8 minor

alleging that Reapondent was bipsed end made a
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Regpondert has reprepented to the Commlttee that abe hap

terminated her privete practice and that she practices at the

West Bargen Medical Centar but will either bs terminated from

‘employment at that agency ox demoted to a lower positiom. In

the event that FRespondent resumes private pzriccice, she shall
inform the Committee prior to resuming practice, and practice
conly under aupeﬁiaion pursuant to paragzaph 3 low.
By way of background, Respondent provided therapy in her
private practice to £.8. av the reguest of ¥ mother, D.§5 to
wddress behavioral issues the child was presenting. The parents
did not live tagether, ware asngaged in cuétod dispute and the
father had visitation vrights with 5.8. reportad to
Respondent that ner father wes putting needles her genitalia.
Respondent never met the Ffather. On uary 23, 2014,
Respondent suthored a lettar addressed to 3To Whom It May
Concern* recournting complaints that 5.8. made Ut her father,
mtating bthat Reppondent did not believe thatl the father had
sexually abused 9.S., and that the mother mnd daughter display a
loving relationship., Regpondent aleo statad in the letter that
she never met the Ffather ®due to domestic viglence ipsuea and
regtraining orders® and recommendsd that the| father's wvisits
with §.8. be supervised in oxder te assist him with the

bahavicre that caused 8.9. {0 be afraid of him.
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on April 2, 2015, Raspondent appaared at
inguiry before the Boamxd.
the child's allagaticn that har fasher put
genitalia, hoth Respondent and the mothear did

the father had sexually abused the child.

Respondent testified that,

Lyt Uy

an investigacive
dasplte
npeadles in her

not believae thsat

Regpondent tastifiied

that she 4id not initlate contact with the Divilmion of Yeuth and

rYamlly Services [(YDYFS*), currantly krnown as

Children zxd Family, to raport the child‘s all

abuse bur weited until she raceived a call from

tha Division of
egation of mexual

DYFS bacaumse Bhe

k¥naw that DYFS was involved with the Family on gnother mattex.

Regarding the letter she s&uthored,

the werding was wrong angd that she did not

Respondent stated that

intend Lo make a

rncommendation regarding custody bHut to recorménd only that the

father gain parenting skills. ghe also testifie

know whether the mothsmr peeded the lettar foxr her lawyer,

purpose related to custady,

d that she didn’'t

foxr a

She furthsr tegtified that she was

pot trained or gquallfied to wmake custody recommendations and

that phe follows CThe American Counseling Assoclation Code of

Ethics (the *Coder)
family members of clients for forensic purposes.

Having reviewed the entirs record,
Committaee that Reapondent violated N, J.E.R., 9:

to immedlarely yeport to DYPE the allegatione
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but was urnfamiliar with Section E.13.¢ of

© the Code which p¥ohiblte counselors from sesvaluating ciients and

appears to the

5-8.10 by failing

of saxual abuae,
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which éonntitutag professional wisconduct and |provides & basls
for dimciplinary action under ¥.J.8. A. €3:3-2L{m). In addition,
the Committee has detexmined that Raapqndant made custody or
parenting time recommewdation 1in the letter shs authored.
Because Respondent was é treating therapist £or the child, she
cgoupied a dual role in meking the recommendaticn, in violation
of N.J.A.C. 13:34-30.4, providing a basis |for disciplinary
action pursuant to N.J.B.A. 45:1-21(h).

The parties desiring to resolve Tthis wmatter without
furthar proceedings, and the Comnmitree finding this Congant
Order to be adeguataly protective of the public incerest, aridd
othey good ceusa appearing;

IT 15 ON THIS __ !(i DAY OF ” M/ij/‘ ., 2016,

HIMEBY ORDERED RND AGREED THAT:

1. Respondent ghall ceasa and desist from conducting
evaluations and offering recommendations regarding parenting
tima or custody until Reppondent demonstrarves to rhe Committes
that she has met the requizewants of N.J.A-G. 13:34-3A.2 nnd,
recaives Committee gpproval.

2.  wWithin tchree (3) monthe of the filing of this Ordar,
Respondent =hall provide the Ccommittea proof of succeasful
completion of a thraa (3) crodit‘couzse in skhics ap;cific to

tha prectice of professional counsaling'and g threes (3] craeditc
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course in marriage and tamily' thaxapy, both |of which courses

shall be prﬂ‘appraéed by the Committes.

3. In the svent that Raspondent practicegs in any szetting
'as a licensed professional coungelor, in Iach setting she
practices, Respondent shall practice under the suparxvision of a
licenzed professional counselor or other licenped mental health
professional 1n good =standing, and pre-gpproved . by the
Committee, for & minimum period of one {1) year from the date of
the filing of thie Consent Order. Respondemt shall submit the
name (s} of proposed supervisoris) for pxa«approvai by the
Committes. Each supervisor ahall read and gign thls Congent
Order indicating that he or she understards th@ requirements of
this Consent Order and agrees to puperviss Respondent.
Reppondent'’'s suparvisors shall submit tha signed order tvo the
Committee within five (%) days of the filing of this Congent
Order,

4. TRespondent shall weet not lems than pnce a week for &
minimum of one hour with each of ber supervisops; not more than
nalf of the weekly supervision  westingal may be group
pupervision. Supervigion shall include xqview of all of
Respondaent’s cazes and discussion of conflipte of interest,

poundsry ipsues and the duty to report alldgationas of child

abuaa.
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5. Respondent shall cause her superv

guarterly reporte to the Committea documsnting

that Respondent has faced a conflict of intard

LULD [UiDD FoUg

isore to provide

{1) any knowladge

BT, commitred any

boundary viclation or been obligated to reporr allegations of

regulations and ethical guidelinss governing

professional counaéling including any state or

 ¢hild abuea, and (2) compliance by Raspondemt with all stetutes,

the pzectice oOf

or regulations. Ths fixst quarterly repert ahall be due ninety

(90) days after Respondent commences employment.

shall Send the reports to Milagres Collazo,
Profesmional Coumsaelor Examinsrs Committes,
Mawark, New Jexsey, 07101.
reporta with Reapondenc untll after thaylhave
the Cowmittees.
{2} buesiness days of obtaining knowledge of
report to the committee orally and in w?iting

thise Order and any information

Such gsupervisors shall Immedigtely

The pupsrvisors

Bxecutive Director,

F.Q. BHox 45050,

The supsrvisorg ehill not share tha

beann submitted to
{within two
the eccurrancal

any violation of

violation of any Scarturte or regulation governing. the practive of

professional counseling, or that reflects that

Respondent 1g not

able to practice professiorel dounseling congistent with the

public health, safety and welfare.

6. In the event any supervisor'’'s

Reapondent ie temminated for any reason,

te begin working under s different supervisor,

relationship

or Re

with
gpondent propogas

the supervieor

Jovd OHW NZ9M3d 153mM

P3I6259182 B:11

fedaral statutes

that Respondent may ba in

SIBZ/P1/E8




e mme et | QAP I DMO"E I DL Pral X ZULD Lo [ s

who is a aignatory to the agreement shall ipnediately (within
two (2) business déya- of termination) mnotify the Commitkee,

cxally and in writing, providing detailed| reascps for the

Regpondent, Respondent shall cease and debist engaging din

change . In the event any supeyrvigor cEaaes ‘Buperviai.ng
professional counseling unless and until a l\ew superviscor is
approvad by the Commiktes and submite a sl | ed copy of thie
Consant Crder or any subsequent order to thea ¢ ittees.

'). Prior to amy application by Responfent to 1ift the
reptrictions in this Consent Order, which shall occur wmo earlier
than one (1) year from the data of entry of thils Consent Order,
Reapondent ' s aupervisor(s). ehall submit to the |Committes a final
report. which addresses Respon.dant:'a readiness | to aafaiy angage
in independant practice. The Committee reserives the right to
place additional restrictions on Respondent’a license during the
period of supervigion ahould the Committee’s zeviaw of her
practice demonstrsate that such regtricticna are warranted.

8. Tha Commuitves wmway require Respondent to appear and
provide additional dJQocumentation before making a determination
lifting any of the restrictions ‘conralned hergin, and reserves
the right to rctain some oxr all of these restrictiona.

9. During the periocd Reepondent 18 practicing under

suparvigion, and until furthexr order of thes C‘omT\ittea, ghe shall
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'p;areaﬂiczml coungelor 1n this

by the Committes was materially false.
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not provide Eupur?iglj.m Lo any person providing menm}_‘ bBealth

pervices including professicnal cotngaling,

*0. Eespondent shall notify the Committes with 72 hours of

any ectlope taken by her employer related t

practice, Motice shall be gent to Ms. Collazse

maragraph § ahove.

1i.

sutomatic suspension o©f her license to
Steta,
receipt of amy information which the Cowmmty
discretion deems reliable thet Hespondeont has

with a&ny of the terms of this Ordésr,

wpon

Respojdant may,

her profesciocoal

8t the addresg 1in

Respondent heveby congents to the entry of ax order of

practice am a
the Commikctee’s
'teE in its sala
foiled to comply

wWithin

fifteen (15] days’ notice of such action, regpest a hearing ta

contesrt the epltry of siuch an orfer.

gole igsue shall be whether sny of the infa

PROFEBEICHAL COUNEBLOR
OCF THE E&TATE BOARD OF
THERATY PXAMINERE

1 ans:iuch hearing,

the

ticn relied upon

COMMITTER
E RND FRMILY

by (AL oo L2
Wiliiam Green, L.R.C.
Committae Chalr
8
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OHW N3238 1S3

D2

IUBZ/LTIED




P P ¥ R AU T R TIN LW i | ral car >oaEn— o us

Micnels Tripeodd, Respondent

T consent to the form
‘and entry of this Order.

ames 3. Wulach, ¥eg’l
Attorney for Michela Tripodi

Date: f?l’v/f!/ié
’/

; s (7FA<7fﬁf9jA i jiiﬁb

I have read and agree to the
reporting and supervision
requirements of thias Consent Ordsr.

Supervisor

Date:

Ty e QW&
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Micneiz Tripodi, Respondent

Date:

1 consent to ctne form
and entry of tinls Order.

7 o~

aman §. Wulaeh, Eeg, A
Axtorney for Michela Tripodd

pate: (U2 -{J/fé‘
;o

1 have read and agree to the
raporting and gupervision
requirements of this Congent Order.

S fei i A op oo

Jupervisor

Date: 3/{‘-{ ’f(p




