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Summary of Public Comments and Agency Responses:

The official comment period ended December 14, 2012. The Board received comments from the
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Jean Bailey, AAMFT
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Doreen Randolph, Holy Family University

Karishma Jain

Caitlyn Burns, MFT student

Benjamin Leibowitz, New Jersey LMFT, AAMFT, NJMFT

. Agnes Raczynski



36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42,

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49,

50.

51.

52.

Mary McLaughlin, Family Care Connections, LLC
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66. Tarcila Sutterley, NJAMFT
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1. COMMENT: The vast majority of the commenters support the amendments to N.J.A.C. 13:34-4.3.

RESPONSE: The Board thanks the commenters for their support.

2. COMMENT: One commenter suggests that applicants who worked as pastoral counselors for several
years and who hold masters degrees should be allowed to obtain a license by completing half as many
supervised hours as other applicants. The commenter also suggests that such applicants should be
permitted to take the licensing examination and then complete supervised hours.

RESPONSE: The Board believes that all applicants for licensure need to complete the same number of
supervised hours in order to ensure that they receive the interaction with experienced marriage and family
therapists necessary to provide marriage and family therapy services in a safe and effective manner. The
Board points out that hours of counseling provided as pastoral counselors may count towards the required
hours of marriage and family therapy client contact. N.J.S.A. 45:8B-18 requires applicants to complete
experiential requirements before taking the licensing examination and the Board will not amend_N.J.A.C.
13:34-4.3 to permit pastoral counselors to take the licensing examination before completion of
experiential requirements.

3. COMMENT: One commenter contends that many agencies are able to offer only one hour of
supervision per week and that this means that individuals have to work more than three years on a
temporary permit in order to satisfy supervised hour requirements.



[page=2434] RESPONSE: The Board recognized that it is sometimes difficult for applicants to complete
more than one hour of face-to-face supervision per week. The Board points out that, as proposed and
adopted, N.J.A.C. 13:34-4.3 was drafted so that one hour a week of supervision will satisfy experiential
requirements, and, therefore, can be completed in two years.

4. COMMENT: A commenter asks if the terminal year in a program will still count as one of the three
years of marriage and family therapy experience.

RESPONSE: N.J.A.C. 13:34-4.3(c), which has not been amended, recognizes that the one year of
experience may be obtained during a master's degree program.

5. COMMENT: A commenter asks if a supervisor may supervise more than six individuals.

RESPONSE: N.J.A.C. 13:34-5.3, which has not been amended, prohibits supervisors from supervising
more than six individuals.

6. COMMENT: One commenter opposes the amendments to N.J.A.C. 13:34-4.3. The commenter
contends that four hours of supervision per week provides the necessary clinical knowledge of marriage
and family therapy to practice in a safe and effective manner. The four hours of supervision per week
standard protects both consumers and therapists.

RESPONSE: The Board amended_N.J.A.C. 13:34-4.3 so that the Board's experiential requirements were
consistent with other State mental health professional licensing boards. The Board believes that the new
experiential requirements provide the minimum supervision necessary for an applicant to provide
marriage and family therapy services in a safe and effective manner. The Board points out that, if a
supervisor deems it necessary to provide more supervision in order to adequately prepare an applicant, he
or she is free to do so.

Federal Standards Statement

A Federal standards analysis is not required because the adopted amendments are governed by N.J.S.A.
45:8B-13 et seq., and are not subject to any Federal requirements or standards.

Full text of the adoption follows:
13:34-4.3 Experiential requirements for licensure

(a) The following words and terms as used in this section and N.J.A.C. 13:34-5, shall have the following
meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

"Group supervision™ means the ongoing process of supervising between two and six interns and/or
permit holders at one time in a group setting by a qualified supervisor.

(b) An applicant for licensure as a marriage and family therapist shall submit to the Board
documentation, on a form provided by the Board, establishing that the applicant has completed a
minimum of two calendar years of supervised marriage and family therapy experience and one calendar
year of counseling experience, which may be in marriage and family therapy, as set forth below:

1. Supervised marriage and family therapy experience for each calendar year shall consist of:



i. A minimum of 50 hours of face-to-face supervision, at the rate of one hour per week, of which not more
than 25 hours may be in group supervision;

ii. A maximum of 1,150 hours of actual marriage and family therapy client contact; and

iii. A maximum of 300 hours of other work-related activities, such as preparing and maintaining client
records as described in N.J.A.C. 13:34-8, report writing, maintaining appointment schedules,
communicating with other professionals, preparing for supervision, preparing and maintaining financial
records in accordance with_N.J.A.C. 13:34-5.4 and 6.1, and any other activities the qualified supervisor
deems appropriate; and

2. For the two calendar years of supervised marriage and family therapy experience and the one calendar
year of counseling experience, no more than 30 hours of experience shall be earned in any one week, and
no more than 125 hours of experience shall be earned in any one month.

(c)-(d) (No change.)



