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45:3-31  Short title. 

1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Interior Designers Certification Act." 

 L.2002,c.86,s.1. 

45:3-32  Certification required for "certified interior designer." 

2. No person shall use the title "certified interior designer" in this State or the abbreviation "CID" 
or any other title, designation, sign, card or device indicating that such person is a certified interior 
designer, unless certified pursuant to the provisions of this act.  Every holder of a certificate of 
certification pursuant to this act shall display it in a conspicuous place in the holder's principal office, 
place of business or employment. 

No corporation, firm, partnership or association shall be granted a certificate of certification 
pursuant to this act. 

L.2002,c.86,s.2. 

45:3-33  Definitions relative to certification of interior designers. 

3. As used in this act: 

"Board" means the New Jersey State Board of Architects. 

"Committee" means the Interior Design Examination and Evaluation Committee established 
pursuant to section 5 of this act. 

"Interior design services" means rendering or offering to render services, for a fee or other valuable 
consideration, in the preparation and administration of interior design documents, including, but not 
limited to, drawings, schedules and specifications which pertain to the design intent and planning of 
interior spaces, including furnishings, layouts, non-load bearing partitions, fixtures, cabinetry, lighting 
location and type, outlet location and type, switch location and type, finishes, materials and interior 
construction not materially related to or materially affecting the building systems, in accordance with 
applicable laws, codes, regulations and standards. 

"Certified interior designer" means an individual who through education, training, and experience is 
skilled in interior design services for commercial and residential spaces and is certified by the board 
pursuant to section 9 of this act and holds a current, valid certificate. 

L.2002,c.86,s.3. 

45:3-34  Construction of act relative to certain professions. 

4. Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent the practice of architecture, engineering or land 
surveying or professional planning by the holder of a license to practice that profession issued by this 
State, but no architect, engineer, surveyor or professional planner shall use the designation "certified 
interior designer" unless certified as such under the provisions of this act. 
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L.2002,c.86,s.4. 

45:3-35  Interior Design Examination and Evaluation Committee. 

5. There is established a committee of the board to be known as the Interior Design Examination 
and Evaluation Committee.  The committee shall consist of five certified interior designers, one of whom 
is a member of the board.  The committee members shall be appointed by the Governor within 60 days 
after the effective date of this act.  Two initial members shall be appointed to one term each of two 
years and three shall be appointed for three years, and thereafter their successors shall be appointed for 
terms of five years and shall serve until the appointment and qualification of their successors.  A 
member of the committee shall not be eligible to serve for more than two successive terms.  Vacancies 
in the membership of the committee, however created, shall be similarly filled by appointment of the 
Governor for the unexpired terms only.  In making appointments to the board and the committee the 
Governor shall give due consideration to the recommendations by State organizations of the interior 
design profession and shall promptly give due notice to those organizations of any vacancy in the 
membership of the board or committee.  Members of the committee shall be residents of this State, 
shall have at least 10 years' experience in interior design services, shall be of good standing in the 
interior design services profession, shall be full-time providers of interior design services and, except as 
to the initial appointments to the committee, shall be certified under the provisions of this act.  The 
initial appointees shall become certified as soon as practicable after their appointments.  The Governor 
may remove a member of the committee, after hearing, for misconduct, incompetence, neglect of duty 
or any other sufficient cause. 

Members of the committee shall receive no compensation for their services, but may be reimbursed 
for all necessary expenses incidental to performance of their duties as members of the committee. 

Each member of the committee, before entering upon the duties of the office, shall subscribe to an 
oath to faithfully perform the duties of the office. 

L.2002,c.86,s.5. 

45:3-36  Organization, meetings, schedule of committee. 

6. The committee shall, at its first meeting, called by the Governor as soon as may be practicable 
following the appointments of its members, and at all annual meetings, to be held in July of each year 
thereafter, organize by electing from its membership a chair and by appointing a secretary, who need 
not be a member of the committee, and other assistants as it deems necessary. 

The committee shall adopt annually a schedule of regular meetings, and special meetings may be 
held at the call of the chair. 

A quorum of the committee shall consist of three members.  No action shall be taken at a meeting 
without at least three votes in accord. 

L.2002,c.86,s.6. 
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45:3-37  Duties, authority of committee. 

7. The committee is authorized to:  administer examinations required pursuant to this act; review 
the content and duration of courses of study offered by colleges and universities for degrees in interior 
design services and to establish and maintain a register of colleges and universities whose curricula in 
interior design services are approved by the committee; establish and maintain a list of recognized 
subjects and courses of study; and establish minimum requirements therefor which shall be acceptable 
to the board and the committee in accordance with standards approved by the Foundation for Interior 
Design Education Research or substantially equivalent standards approved by the committee. 

In addition to those records of proceedings and applicants established by the board, the committee 
shall keep a record of its proceedings and a record of all applicants for certification, the date of 
application, name, age, education and other qualifications, place of practice and place of residence, and 
whether the applicant was rejected or a certificate granted, and the date of that action. 

L.2002,c.86,s.7. 

45:3-38  Application procedure for certification. 

8. Each person applying for certification as a certified interior designer shall make application 
therefor to the board on the form and in the manner the committee prescribes, and the board shall 
immediately refer each application to the committee for appropriate action.  Each applicant shall furnish 
evidence satisfactory to the committee that the applicant: 

a. Is of good moral character; 

b. (1) Is a graduate of a five-year interior design program accredited by the Foundation for Interior 
Design Education Research or a substantially equivalent program approved by the committee and 
has completed at least one year of diversified interior design services experience of a grade and 
character satisfactory to the committee; or 

 (2) Is a graduate of a four-year interior design program accredited by the Foundation for 
Interior Design Education Research or a substantially equivalent program approved by the 
committee and has completed at least two years of diversified interior design services 
experience of a grade and character satisfactory to the committee; or 

 (3) Has completed at least three years of an interior design curriculum accredited by the 
Foundation for Interior Design Education Research or a substantially equivalent curriculum 
approved by the committee and has completed at least three years of diversified interior design 
services experience of a grade and character satisfactory to the committee; or 

 (4) Is a graduate of a two-year interior design program accredited by the Foundation for Interior 
Design Education Research or a substantially equivalent program approved by the committee 
and has completed four years of diversified interior design services experience of a grade and 
character satisfactory to the committee; and 

c. Has passed the examination offered by the National Council for Interior Design Qualification 
(NCIDQ).  This examination may have been passed before the effective date of this act. 

 L.2002,c.86,s.8. 
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45:3-39  Review of application. 

9. The committee shall review the qualifications of each person who applies for certification.  No 
applicant shall be certified by the board unless a majority of the full committee first determines that the 
applicant has met the education and experience requirements and performed satisfactorily on the 
appropriate examination required pursuant to this act.  All applicants who are determined to be 
qualified and are recommended for certification by the committee shall be certified by the board. 

The committee is authorized to make recommendations to the board with the final decisions to be 
made by the board.  The board is authorized to review the actions taken by the committee with respect 
to the committee's evaluation and examination of applicants for certification and the board may 
reverse, modify or fail to implement any determination by the committee with an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the board. 

L.2002,c.86,s.9. 

45:3-40  Exemption from examination. 

10. The committee may exempt from examination an applicant who is certified, registered or 
licensed as an interior designer in another state, if that state's requirements for certification, 
registration or licensure are substantially equivalent to those required for a certification in this State. 

L.2002,c.86,s.10. 

45:3-41  Fees. 

11. The following fees shall be assessed and collected by the board: 

a. An application fee for certification as a certified interior designer which shall not be subject to 
refund; 

b. The initial two-year certification fee for certified interior designers; 

c. A two-year renewal fee for certified interior designers; and 

d. A reinstatement fee for certified interior designers. 

L.2002,c.86,s.11. 

45:3-42  Certification without examination. 

12. For a period of 360 days from the date of the first meeting of the Interior Design Examination 
and Evaluation Committee, any individual of good moral character who was residing in this State on the 
effective date of this act shall qualify as a certified interior designer without examination, upon 
application for certification and payment of the appropriate fee, provided that the individual has a total 
of at least 10 years of full-time diversified professional experience on the effective date of this act in 
interior design of a grade and character acceptable to the committee. 

 L.2002,c.86,s.12. 
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45:3-43  Issuance of certificate. 

13. a. The Division of Consumer Affairs shall issue to each certified interior designer a certificate 
bearing that interior designer's certificate number, which certificate number shall appear on all 
design related documents. 

b. Any design related documents including, but not limited to, drawings, schedules and 
specifications prepared by a certified interior designer shall bear the signature and certificate 
number of the certified interior designer who prepared those documents and the date on which the 
documents were signed and shall appear within the document's title block.  The signature, date and 
certificate number shall be evidence of the authenticity of those documents. 

L.2002,c.86,s.13. 

45:3-44  Expiration, renewal of certificate. 

14. Certificates for certified interior designers shall expire on a date to be determined by the 
Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs in the second year following the year of issuance, renewal 
or reinstatement, and shall become invalid on that day unless renewed.  On a date to be determined by 
the Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs in the year of expiration of a certificate, the secretary of 
the board shall notify all persons certified under this act of the date of the expiration of their certificates 
and the amount of the renewal fee.  Notice shall be mailed to each holder of a certificate at the holder's 
last post office address known to the board. 

Certified interior designers shall apply for renewal on a date to be determined by the Director of the 
Division of Consumer Affairs in the year of expiration of a certificate.  A certificate shall not be renewed 
until the certificate holder submits satisfactory evidence to the committee that during the preceding 
two years the certificate holder has completed such continuing education credits as are to be 
determined by the committee.  The committee shall approve continuing education that builds upon 
basic knowledge of interior design services in accordance with the guidelines established by the Interior 
Design Continuing Education Council (IDCEC), and which updates the competency of the certificate 
holder.  The committee may make exceptions from the continuing education requirement in emergency 
or hardship cases with the approval of an affirmative vote of a majority of the board. 

Failure on the part of the holder of a certificate to renew the certificate every two years shall not 
deprive that person of the right of renewal during the ensuing two years, but a reinstatement fee shall 
be added to the certification fee; and if the certificate is not renewed within the two years following its 
expiration, the holder of the certificate shall pay a reinstatement fee for each two years or portion 
thereof in which the holder is in arrears.  Continuing to use the title "certified interior designer" after the 
expiration of the certificate shall be a violation of this act. 

A duplicate certificate to replace one lost, destroyed or mutilated may be issued subject to the rules 
and regulations of the board, and a reasonable fee, to be established by the board, may be charged for 
each duplicate certificate.  An unsuspended, unrevoked and unexpired certificate as a certified interior 
designer under this act shall be prima facie evidence in all courts and places that the person named 
therein is certified.  Each certificate shall be recorded by the board in the office of the Secretary of State, 
in a book kept for that purpose, and any recording fee as may be provided by law shall be paid by the 
applicant before the certificate is delivered. 

L.2002,c.86,s.14. 
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45:3-45  Construction of act relative to interior design services. 

15. Nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit any person from rendering interior design 
services, provided that person shall not be identified by the title "certified interior designer" unless 
certified in accordance with the provisions of this act. 

L.2002,c.86,s.15. 

45:3-46  Construction of act relative to uncertified interior designers. 

16. Nothing in this act shall be construed to authorize the board or committee to regulate persons 
who are rendering interior design services and are not certified interior designers under the provisions 
of this act or to adopt regulations that would exceed the powers and responsibilities expressly 
authorized under this act. 

L.2002,c.86,s.16. 
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