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State Board of Professional Planners Law LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY

45:14A-1. License required to practice professional planning

In order to safeguard life, health and property, and promote the public welfare, any person
practicing or offering to practice professional planning in this State shall hereafter be required to submit
evidence that he is qualified so to practice and shall be licensed as hereinafter provided. After the
effective date of this act, it shall be unlawful for any person to practice or to offer to practice
professional planning in this State, or to use the title "professional planner" or any other title, sign,
card or device in such manner as to tend to convey the impression that such person is practicing
professional planning or is a professional planner, unless such person is duly licensed under the
provisions of this act. Every holder of a license shall display it in a conspicuous place in his principal
office, place of business or employment.

No corporation, firm, partnership or association shall be granted a license under this act. No
corporation, firm, partnership or association shall use or assume a name involving the word "planners"
or '"planning," or any modification or derivative of such terms, unless an executive officer, if a
corporation, or a member, if a firm, partnership or association, shall be a licensed professional planner
of the State of New Jersey.

No corporation, firm, partnership or association shall practice or offer to practice professional
planning in this State unless the person or persons in responsible charge of professional planning work
shall be so licensed to practice in this State. The person or persons carrying on the actual practice of
professional planning on behalf of or designated as "professional planners," with or without qualifying
or characterizing words, by any such corporations, firms, partnerships, or associations, shall be licensed
to practice professional planning as provided in this act.

Nothing in this act shall be construed as requiring licensing for the purpose of practicing
professional planning by any person, firm, or corporation with relation to property owner or leased by
such person, firm, or corporation, unless otherwise required by statute or ordinance.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 1.

45:14A-2. Definitions

(@) The term "professional planner" as used in this act shall mean a person who engages in the
practice of professional planning as hereinafter defined.

(b) The term "planner-in-training" as used in this act shall mean a person who is a potential
candidate for license as a professional planner who is a graduate in an approved planning
curriculum of 4 years or more from a school or college accredited by the board as of satisfactory
standing; or a person who, in lieu of such graduation, has had 4 years or more of experience in
planning work of a character satisfactory to the board, and who, in addition, has successfully
passed an examination in the fundamental planning subjects, as defined elsewhere herein.

(c) The term "practice of professional planning” within the meaning and intent of this act shall
mean the administration, advising, consultation or performance of professional work in the
development of master plans in accordance with the provisions of chapters 27 and 55 of Title 40 of
the Revised Statutes, as amended and supplemented; and other professional planning services
related thereto intended primarily to guide governmental policy for the assurance of the orderly

Revised 2/21/13 Page 1
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and co-ordinated development of municipal, county, regional, and metropolitan land areas, and the
State or portions thereof. The work of the professional planner shall not include or supersede any
of the duties of an attorney at law, a licensed professional engineer, land surveyor or registered
architect of the State of New Jersey.

(d) The term "board" as used in this act shall mean the State Board of Professional Planners.

(e) The term "responsible charge of professional planning work" as used in this act shall mean
such degree of competence and accountability gained by education and experience of a grade and
character as is sufficient to qualify an individual to personally and independently engage in and be
entrusted with the work involved in the practice of professional planning.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 2.

45:14A-3. Exemption of licensed professional engineers, land surveyors and registered architects

Nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit any licensed professional engineer, land
surveyor or registered architect in the State of New Jersey from engaging in any or all of the functions
or performing any or all of the services set forth in this act, provided however that such persons shall
not hold themselves out as professional planners or planners.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 3.

45:14A-4. Examining board; rules and regulations; membership; appointments; terms; vacancies;
secretary-director; offices

To carry out the provisions of this act, there is hereby created in the Division of Professional
Boards of the Department of Law and Public Safety an examining board for the licensing of professional
planners and the certification of planners-in-training. The board is authorized to make and enforce rules
and regulations necessary to carry out the provisions of this act. The board shall consist of 5 members
who shall be professional planners licensed pursuant to the provisions of this act, and who shall be
appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, within 60 days after the passage
of this act. The initial appointments to the board shall be for 1 term each of 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 years,
beginning July 1 next following their appointment. One member's term shall expire each calendar year,
and members shall thereafter be appointed for terms of 5 years. Each member shall hold office after
the expiration of his term until his successor shall be duly appointed and qualified. A member of the
board shall not be eligible to succeed himself more than once. Except as to the terms of the first
members appointed, which shall commence upon the date of appointment, the term of office of the
members of the board shall commence on July 1. Vacancies in the membership of the board, however
created, shall be similarly filled by appointment of the Governor, with the advice and consent of the
Senate, for the unexpired term only.

To supervise all necessary administrative work of the board, there is hereby created the position
of secretary-director to the board. The board shall appoint such a secretary-director, to serve for a
term of 1 year, at a salary determined by the board. Duties of the secretary-director of the board shall
be those defined by the board. The board may provide for the creation of additional positions, as
deemed necessary to make effective provisions of this act.
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The board shall arrange through lease or otherwise to maintain suitable offices within the State of
New Jersey for the conduct of the business of the board.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 4.

45:14A-5. Designation of board; qualifications of appointees; removal of members; compensation

Said board, when so appointed, shall be designated and known as the "State Board of Professional
Planners."

All persons appointed to the board shall be citizens of the United States and residents of the State
of New Jersey. Appointees shall have at least 5 years active experience in professional planning, shall be
of good standing in the planning profession, and shall be licensed under the provisions of this act.

The Governor may remove any member of the board after hearing, for misconduct,
incompetence, neglect of duty, or any other sufficient cause.

The members of the board shall receive no compensation for their services, but may be
reimbursed for all necessary expenses, incidental to their duties as members of the board, incurred in
carrying out the provisions of this act.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 5.

45:14A-6. Oath of office; services of Attorney General; attendance of witnesses; production of
evidence

Each member of the board, before entering upon the duties of his office, shall subscribe to an
official oath of office as provided by R.S. 41:1-3, which oath shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of
State. The board shall be entitled to the services of the Attorney General in connection with the affairs
of the board, and shall have the power to compel the attendance of witnesses and to require the
production of evidence, such as books, papers and documents. Any member of the board may
administer oaths, and the board may take testimony and proofs concerning any matters within its
jurisdiction.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 6.

45:14A-7. Meetings; organization; quorum; powers and duties; public register

The board shall, at its first meeting, to be called by the Governor as soon as may be following the
appointment of its members, and at all annual meetings, to be held in July of each year thereafter,
organize by electing from its membership a president and vice-president.

The board shall adopt annually a schedule of regular meetings, and special meetings may be held
at the call of the president.

A quorum of the board shall consist of 3 members. No action of any meeting shall be taken
without at least 3 votes in accord.

Revised 2/21/13 Page 3



State Board of Professional Planners Law LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY

An itemized account of all receipts and expenditures of the board shall be kept by the secretary-
director, and a detailed report thereof, verified by the affidavit of the secretary-director, shall be filed
with the Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting, Department of the Treasury, within 20 days
after the close of the fiscal year. A copy of this report shall be forwarded also to the office of the
Attorney General, as head of the Department of Law and Public Safety.

The board is authorized to review the content and duration of courses of study offered by colleges
and universities for degrees in planning, and to establish and maintain a list of colleges and universities
whose planning degrees are approved by the board; and the board is also authorized to establish and
maintain a list of recognized planning subjects and courses of study, and to establish minimum
requirements therefor which shall be acceptable to the board.

The examining board shall keep a record of its proceedings and a record of all applicants for
license, showing for each the date of application, name, age, education, and other qualifications, place
of practice and place of residence, whether or not an examination was required, and whether the
applicant was rejected or a certificate of license granted, and the date of such action.

The books and register of the board shall be prima facie evidence of all matters recorded therein.
A public register showing the names and places of practice and residence of all licensed professional
planners and planners-in-training shall be prepared under the direction of the secretary-director during
the month of August of each year. Such public register shall be printed, a copy mailed to each licensee,
and a copy mailed to the clerk of each city, town, township, village, borough, county, and other
municipal corporation of this State, which public register shall be placed on file in the office of said
clerk.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 7.

45:14A-8. Applications for licenses and training certificates; forms; fees

Applications for licenses as professional planners shall be on forms prescribed and furnished by
the board, shall contain statements under oath, showing the applicant's education and detailed
statement of his planning experience, and shall contain not less than 5 references, of whom 3 or more
shall be licensed professional planners having personal knowledge of the applicant's planning
experience. For the first year after the effective date of this act, full members of the American Institute
of Planners may be used as references in lieu of licensed professional planners.

The application fee for professional planners shall be $50.00, and shall accompany the application.

Applications for a certificate of registration as planner-in-training shall be on forms prescribed
and furnished by the board, shall be accompanied by a fee of $25.00, and shall contain the names of 3
references, of whom at least one shall be a licensed professional planner having personal knowledge of
the applicant's planning training or experience. For the first year after the effective date of this act, full
members of the American Institute of Planners may be used as references in lieu of licensed
professional planners.

All application fees shall be collected and accounted for by the board, and by it remitted to the
State Treasury.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 8.
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45:14A-9. Minimum evidence to qualify for license

9. The following shall be considered as minimum evidence satisfactory to the board that an
applicant is qualified for license as a professional planner.

(a) The applicant for license as a professional planner shall:
(1) Be of good moral character;

(2) Be a citizen of the United States or have declared his intention to become a citizen of the
United States;

(3) Pass the required examinations.

(b) The applicant for license as a professional planner shall submit the following minimum
educational and experience qualifications:

(1) A graduate degree in professional planning from an accredited college or university in a
curriculum offering instruction in such recognized planning subjects as principles of land use
planning, history of city planning, planning project design, and planning law and administration,
as shall be approved by the board; with a minimum of two years' experience in the full-time
practice of professional planning as defined by the American Institute of Certified Planners or
the board; or

A graduate degree in a field other than professional planning from an accredited college or
university with a minimum of four years' experience in the full-time practice of professional
planning as defined by the American Institute of Certified Planners or as acceptable to the
board; or

(2) An undergraduate degree in professional planning from an accredited college or university
in a curriculum offering a major or option comprising a minimum of 21 credit hours in such
recognized planning subjects as shall be approved by the board; with a minimum of three years'
experience in the full-time practice of professional planning as defined by the American Institute
of Certified Planners or as acceptable to the board; or

An undergraduate degree in a field other than professional planning from an accredited
college or university with a minimum of four years' experience in the full-time practice of
professional planning as defined by the American Institute of Certified Planners or as acceptable
to the board; or

(3) Graduation from a secondary school and at least 8 years of professional planning experience
as defined by the American Institute of Certified Planners or as acceptable to the board; or

(4) For a period of eight years only subsequent to July 1, 1963, a degree in a closely related
course of study such as architecture, landscape architecture, engineering, law, sociology,
geography, public administration, political science or economics, with a minimum of 18 credit
hours in recognized planning subjects included as part of or in addition to such courses of study
in an accredited college or university, with a minimum of five years' experience in the full-time
practice of professional planning.
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(c) The applicant for license as a professional planner shall obtain a passing grade, as determined by
the board, upon a qualifying written examination. Such examination shall comprise subject matter
covering:

(1) History of urban, rural, and regional planning.

(2) Fundamental theories, research methods and common basic standards in professional
planning.

(3) Administrative and legal problems, instruments and methods.
(4) Current planning design and techniques.

(5) Planning law, procedures and practices as contained in the "Municipal Land Use Law,"
P.L.1975, ¢.291 (C.40:55D-1 et seq.).

In considering the qualifications of applicants, the teaching of recognized planning subjects may be
construed as planning experience.

Any person having the necessary qualifications prescribed in this act to entitle him to license as a
professional planner shall be eligible for such license even though he may not be practicing his
profession at the time of making application.

L.1962,c.109,s.9; amended 1991, c.104, s.1; 2001, c.27.

45:14A-9.1. Previously licensed professional planners not affected

The provisions of sections 9 and 11 of P.L.1962, c.109 (C.45:14A-9 and 45:14A-11) with respect to
examination on planning law, procedures and practices as contained in the "Municipal Land Use Law,"
P.L.1975, c.291 (C.40:55D-1 et seq.), shall not apply to or affect the license of any person licensed as a
professional planner on or before the effective date of this 1991 amendatory and supplementary act.

L.1991,c.104,s.3.

45:14A-10. Qualifications for training certificate

The following shall be considered as minimum evidence satisfactory to the board that an applicant
is qualified for a certificate of registration as a planner-in-training.

(a) The applicant for certificate of registration as planner-in-training shall:
(1) Be of good moral character;

(2) Be a citizen of the United States or have declared his intention to become a citizen of the
United States;

(3) Pass the required examinations.

(b) The applicant for certificate of registration as planner-in-training shall present the following
minimum qualifications:
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(1) Graduation in an approved course in planning of 4 years or more from a school or college
approved by the board, and a passing grade, as determined by the board, upon a qualifying
written examination in the fundamental professional planning subjects; or

(2) A specific record of 4 years or more of active practice in planning work of a character
satisfactory to the board, and a passing grade, as determined by the board, upon a qualifying
written examination in the fundamental professional planning subjects.

Any person having the necessary qualifications prescribed in this act to entitle him to a certificate
of registration as a planner-in-training shall be eligible for such license even though he may not be
practicing his profession at the time of making application.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 10.

45:14A-11. Annual examinations; re-examination; issuing license

Examinations for license as a professional planner or certificate of registration as a planner-in-
training shall be offered at least once annually at such times and places as the board shall determine.
Such examination shall be prepared by the board or by such qualified experts as the board may choose,
and may cover any and all aspects of planning, previously described herein. The examinations shall be
administered by such qualified expert examiners as may be appointed by the board.

An applicant who has failed to obtain a passing grade in an examination may be examined again
upon filing a new application and the payment of the application fee fixed by this act, provided that a
period of at least six months has elapsed before re-examination.

The board, upon application therefor on its prescribed form and the payment of the application
and license fees fixed by this act, may issue a certificate of license as a professional planner without
written examination to any person holding a certificate of license as a professional planner issued to him
by any state, when the applicant's qualifications meet the requirements of this act and the rules
established by the board.

The board upon application therefor and the payment of the application and license fees fixed by
this act shall issue a certificate of license as a professional planner to any duly licensed professional
engineer, licensed land surveyor, registered architect, or certified landscape architect of New Jersey who
obtains a passing grade, as determined by the board, upon a qualifying written examination on planning
law, procedures and practices as contained in the "Municipal Land Use Law," P.L.1975, c.291 (C.40:55D-
1 et seq.).

Any applicant who has passed the examination and has otherwise qualified hereunder as a
professional planner, upon payment of the license fee fixed by this act, shall have a certificate of license
issued to him as a professional planner, signed by the president and secretary-director of the board
under the seal of the board. The certificate of license shall authorize the practice of the applicant as a
"professional planner." Certificates of licenses shall show the full name of the licensee and shall have a
license number. The issuance of a license certificate by this board shall be evidence that the person
named therein is entitled to all the rights and privileges of a licensed professional planner while such
certificate remains unrevoked or unexpired.
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L.1962,c.109,s.11; amended 1991,c.104,s.2.

45:14A-12. Seals; duplicate certificates; recordation of certificates

Each professional planner shall, upon receipt of a license certificate, obtain a seal of a design
authorized by the board bearing his name, license number, and the legend "Licensed Professional
Planner." Maps, charts, reports, documents, and other supporting data issued by persons licensed as
professional planners under this chapter shall be signed and sealed when submitted to public
authorities, during the life of the licensee's certificate, but it shall be unlawful for anyone to sign or seal
any document unless he holds a valid license. The exact method of fulfilling the requirement as to the
signing and sealing of documents shall be regulated by the board.

A duplicate certificate of license to replace one lost, destroyed or mutilated may be issued subject
to the rules and regulations of the board, and a reasonable fee, to be established by the board, may be
charged for such duplicate certificate.

An unsuspended, unrevoked and unexpired certificate of license as a professional planner under
this act shall be prima facie evidence in all courts and places that the person named therein is legally
licensed.

All license certificates shall be recorded by the board in the office of the Secretary of State, in a
book kept for that purpose, and any recording fee as may be provided by law shall be paid by the
applicant before the license certificate is delivered.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 12.

45:14A-13. Issuance of training certificates; duration

The board shall be empowered to issue a certificate of registration as "planner-in-training" to an
applicant who meets the qualifications outlined herein.

An applicant who meets the requirements of this act shall receive a certificate of registration as
"planner-in-training," which certificate shall remain in effect, unless sooner revoked, for a period of 10
years from the date of issuance.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 13.

45:14A-14. License fees; expiration and renewal of certificates; unlicensed practice
The yearly license fee for professional planners shall be $100.00.

License certificates shall expire on May 30 following issuance, renewal or reinstatement, and shall
become invalid on that day unless renewed. Licensees shall apply for renewal on or before May 30 of
each year. It shall be the duty of the secretary-director of the board to notify all persons licensed under
this act of the date of the expiration of their certificates and the amount of the fee that shall be
required for their renewal for 1 year; such notice shall be mailed to each licensee at his last post-office
address known to the board at least 1 month in advance of the date of expiration of the license.
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Renewal of any certificate issued under this chapter may be effected at any time during the month of
May by the payment of the fee of $100.00.

The failure on the part of the licensee to renew his license annually in the month of May as
required shall not deprive such person of the right of renewal during the ensuing year, but the fee to be
paid if the license be renewed in any month during the license year subsequent to May shall be $110.00
instead of $100.00 and, if the license be not renewed within a year after its expiration, the licensee
shall pay a reinstatement fee of $110.00 plus $10.00 for each year in which the licensee is in arrears.
One notice to the licensee, by mail, on or before May 15, addressed to his last post-office address
known to the board, informing him of his failure to have applied for a renewal of his license certificate,
shall constitute legal notification of such delinquency by the board. Continuing to practice as a
"professional planner" after the expiration of his license shall render the person so doing liable to all
the penalties prescribed for practicing without a license certificate.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 14.

45:14A-17. Employment of only licensed professional planners by State or political subdivisions

Hereafter the State, or any department, institution, commission, authority, board or body of the
State Government or of any political subdivision thereof shall not appoint or employ any person in
responsible charge of any work with the title or job classification of professional planner except a
licensed professional planner as the same is defined and as provided in this act.

Notwithstanding the foregoing or any other provision of this act to the contrary, no professional
engineer, licensed land surveyor or registered architect of New Jersey presently holding an appointment
by the State or by any department, institution, commission, authority, board or body of the State
Government or any political subdivision thereof shall be deprived of the right to continue in office,
position or employment or to be reappointed to the same office, position, or employment or to be
appointed to any other office, position or employment requiring similar qualifications.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 17.

45:14A-18. Employment under civil service laws; employment by persons, firms or corporations of
only licensed professional planners

Where professional planners are employed subject to the provisions of the civil service law, the
appointment of such person shall be understood to mean and include appointment after such person
has been certified as having satisfactorily passed a civil service examination. No person, firm,
association, or corporation engaged in professional planning shall employ a professional planner in
responsible charge of any work, within the meaning and intent of this act, other than a duly qualified
professional planner who has been licensed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter prior to such
employment by the person, firm, association, or corporation so engaged in professional planning;
provided, however, that nothing in this act shall apply to any public utility as defined in chapter 2 of
Title 48 of the Revised Statutes, or any employee thereof, or to any improvement or proposed
improvement made by any such public utility or by any employee of or contractor or agent for said
public utility.
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L.1962, c. 109, s. 18.

45:14A-21. Proceedings not to be instituted for violations occurring prior to July 1, 1963

No proceeding for violation of any provision of this act, or of rules or regulations of the board,
shall be instituted as to any act committed or omission occurring prior to July 1, 1963.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 21.

45:14A-22. Effective date; first license period

This act shall take effect immediately, but the first licenses and certificates to be issued pursuant
to this act shall be for the period beginning July 1, 1963.

L.1962, c. 109, s. 22.

Revised 2/21/13 Page 10



	45:14A-1.  License required to practice professional planning
	45:14A-2.  Definitions
	45:14A-3.  Exemption of licensed professional engineers, land surveyors and  registered architects
	45:14A-4.  Examining board;  rules and regulations;  membership; appointments;  terms;  vacancies;  secretary-director;  offices
	45:14A-5.  Designation of board;  qualifications of appointees;  removal of  members;  compensation
	45:14A-6.  Oath of office;  services of Attorney General;  attendance of witnesses;  production of evidence
	45:14A-7.  Meetings;  organization;  quorum;  powers and duties;  public register
	45:14A-8.  Applications for licenses and training certificates;  forms; fees
	45:14A-9.  Minimum evidence to qualify for license
	45:14A-9.1.  Previously licensed professional planners not affected
	45:14A-10.  Qualifications for training certificate
	45:14A-11.   Annual examinations; re-examination; issuing license
	45:14A-12.  Seals;  duplicate certificates;  recordation of certificates
	45:14A-13.  Issuance of training certificates;  duration
	45:14A-14.  License fees;  expiration and renewal of certificates; unlicensed practice
	45:14A-17.  Employment of only licensed professional planners by State or political subdivisions
	45:14A-18.  Employment under civil service laws;  employment by persons, firms or corporations of only licensed professional planners
	45:14A-21.  Proceedings not to be instituted for violations occurring prior  to July 1, 1963
	45:14A-22.  Effective date;  first license period

