
ALCOHOL AND DRUG COUNSELOR COMMITTEE
PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES

JULY 25, 2008

I. CALL TO ORDER

This scheduled meeting was called to order at 9:34 a.m. in the Hudson Conference Room, 6th floor, 124 Halsey
Street, Newark, New Jersey by Committee Chairman Edward Reading who gave notice of compliance with the
Open Public Meetings Act.

II. ROLL CALL

Present:

Committee Chair, Edward Reading
Committee Vice-Chair, Sylvia Lippe
Committee Member, Norwood Allen
Committee Member, Jamie Lugo

Recused:

Committee Member , Lorenzo S. Puertas

Until the matter is resolved, Public Member, Lorenzo Puertas recused from attendance based on services he
provides related to the profession that may be a possible violation of the statutory requirement for public board
members.

Staff Present:

Susan Berger, Deputy Attorney General
Elaine L. DeMars, Committee Staff
Celeste Paige, Committee Staff

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On a motion by Norwood Allen, seconded by Sylvia Lippe, the minutes of the June 27, 2008 public meeting were
approved as presented.

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no public members in attendance.

V. LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY

Regulation Sunset - N.J.A.C. 13:34C

Regulatory Analyst Maryann Sheehan facilitated the Committee’s continued review of the regulations (N.J.A.C.
13:34C-1 et seq.) incorporating proposed changes to clarify the current language. The Committee will be
provided with a corrected version including today’s corrections/revisions for a final review and vote at the
August 22, 2008 agenda meeting.

VI. LICENSE RENEWAL

The expiration date for anyone holding an active license is July 31, 2008. As of July 25, 2008, 1074 LCADC



renewals have been completed and will expire on July 31, 2010, 1034 having been completed online, 268 remain
outstanding. A total of 81% were processed through the on-line renewal and 9% were processed after paper
renewal forms were requested and submitted. 387 CADC renewal applications have been processed with 378
(69%) completed online. 162 remain outstanding.

VII. CORRESPONDENCE

A. Paola Castano

The Committee reviewed a letter submitted by Ms. Castano who requested clarification of the initial course work
requirement and approved providers. The Committee will write to Ms. Castano and inform her that while
APCBNJ has changed their requirements by adding specific course requirements to Domains 1,2, 3 and 4, for
those who seek an APCBNJ certificate of completion, there has been no change to the requirements for State
certification (CADC) or licensure (LCADC) set forth at N.J.A.C. 13:34-2.3(b)4. The additional/new course titles
are not a requirement for certification or licensure, but will be accepted as domain "electives." The requirement
for each domain, as set forth at N.J.A.C. 13:34-2.3(b)4, requires fifty-four course hours. In the regulations, the
minimum six hour course requirements for Domains 1, 2, 3, and 4 do not total fifty-four course hours.
Certification and licensure applicants are required to document the full fifty-four hours in each domain. The
additional/new APCBNJ course titles will be accepted, but are not required. The Committee noted that other
"electives" may be accepted to satisfy the domain hours as long as the course work has been approved (as
specified at N.J.A.C. 13:34-2.3(b)4) and is within the specific domain.

B. Geraldine Ring, LCADC

The Committee reviewed Ms. Ring’s request for an extension for completing the required 6 hour Legal Standards
course based on her out-of-country residence. On a motion by Norwood Allen, seconded by Jamie Lugo, the
Committee determined to grant Ms. Ring an extension for completing the Legal Standards course until she can
return to the United States to take the course. Ms. Ring will be required to notify the Committee in advance of all
future visits to the United States. Should Ms. Ring plan to practice in New Jersey, the Committee approved a six-
month extension to complete the required course.

C. Annette Rivera

The Committee reviewed Ms. Rivera’s request for an extension to complete the required continuing education
courses for license renewal alleging hardship and that she was in a graduate program for counseling. Ms. Rivera
submitted a copy of her graduate program transcript. The Committee reviewed her transcript and determined that
other than the required legal standards course, she had completed sufficient hours of continuing education. The
Committee granted Ms. Rivera an extension until December 31, 2008 to complete the mandatory legal standards
course.

VIII. DAS MATTERS

Raquel Mason Jeffers, Director

The Committee reviewed the July 18, 2008 letterMs. Jeffers regarding the qualifications of staff conducting
screenings at the county and regional Intoxicated Drivers Resource Centers (IDRC). To clarify the findings of the
committee appointed by the Board of Marriage and Family Therapy Examiners concerning current statutes and
regulations, the Committee asked that the opinion reported in the June 13, 2008 letter be repeated here. While
there appears to be no prohibition on the distribution of the form by unlicensed staff, the opinion of the
Committee is that this is only the first step of a multiple level process for the determining the appropriateness of
the client for treatment. There is concern that the distribution of the forms by unlicensed professionals may be
used as a single step to replace the multiple criteria of the current system of the full interview and assessment
with the potential for many false negatives, resulting in potential harm to the public by problem drinkers
continuing to drive after this offense without treatment.



IX. OLD BUSINESS

The Center for Alcohol and Drug Studies The Committee accepted as informational the July 13, 2008 review of
course work sent to Drs. Gail Milgram and Robert Pandina.

X. FILED CONSENT ORDERS

A. John Conway

The Committee accepted as informational a copy of the Final Order of Denial of Licensure filed on July 17, 2008
in which Mr. Conway was denied a license to practice alcohol and drug counseling and was ordered to cease and
desist the offering or engaging in alcohol and drug counselor and/or mental health counseling, in violation of
N.J.S.A. 45:2D-8 unless and until he is licensed or certified by the Committee or otherwise licensed or certified
in the State of New Jersey to provide mental health counseling.

B. Sylvester Livingston, CADC (restricted)

The Committee reviewed Mr. Livingston’s request for an unrestricted certification to practice alcohol and drug
counseling and the Consent Order filed on March 9, 2006 granting him a restricted certification to practice
alcohol and drug counseling. Pursuant to the Consent Order Mr. Livingston is only permitted to engage in the
practice of alcohol and drug counseling in a licensed facility or a Committee approved site under the direct
supervision of an approved supervisor. Among other requirements, the supervisor is required to sign the Consent
Order and submit reports to the Committee. To date, Mr. Livingston has not submitted a copy of the Consent
Order signed by an approved supervisor and the Committee has not received any reports from a supervisor. The
Committee will send Mr. Livingston’s a letter advising him that his application for an unrestricted certification
will be re reviewed upon receipt of documentation that he has complied with the terms of the Consent Order.

C. Brenda Ridgeway, LCADC (restricted)

The Committee reviewed Ms. Ridgeway’s request for an unrestricted license to practice alcohol and drug
counseling. The Committee will inform Ms. Ridgeway that pursuant to the terms of the June 19, 2006 filed
Consent Order she has failed to provide the Committee with the name of her current employer, the name and
credentials of her current supervisor and copies of the required supervision reports. The Committee will
reconsider her request upon receipt of acceptable documentation that all the terms of the Order have been met.

D. Paul Steffans,LCADC (restricted)

The Committee reviewed Mr. Steffans’s request for an unrestricted license to practice alcohol and drug
counseling and determined to table the discussion pending further review.

XI. REVIEW OF CREDENTIALS

On a motion by Norwood Allen, seconded by Sylvia Lippe the following applications were approved as listed:

Approved for Written and Oral Exam

LCADC CADC
Andujar, Armando Buck, Deborah
Levey, Kristen Buttone, Kim R.
Nieves, Nina M. Edwards, Theresa J.
Oquendo, Miguel Fullwood, Conchetta R.
Parvez, Saadia Johnson, Valaria A.
Veech, Barbara Johnson, Levi



 Landsdell, Ryan J.
 Morris, John
 Priest, Ronald
 SanGiacomo, Denise M
 Simpson, Caitlin A.
 Sylvia, Karen
 Veniscofski, Tinamarie

Approved for Oral Examination

Davis, Dawn (CADC)

LCADC- Regular

Boehm, Jason
Cerrato, Colette
Fuller, Jr., Jerry
Ginsberg, Steven
Gomez, Daniel
Greenangel, Jr,m Frank L.
Milan, Nancy
Moore, Sharhonda T. Ruiz, Victor

LCADC- Upgrade

Bennett, Karen
Forrestel, Noel
Holmes, Cedric B.
Jenkins, Anthony
Karl, Michael
Motta, Marielena
Vaynshteyn, Tatyana
Velez, Reinaldo
Vidal, Gilberto

CADC - Regular

Cooper, Marilyn
Cronin, Joseph 
Drzewoszewski, Steven J.
Gibson, Mark
Jansky, Dulce M.
Jenkins, Tiffany
Kates, Richard
Machin, Robin E. 
Shorts, Zelda Ann
Valenzuela, Jr., Francisco J.

XII. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Committee is scheduled for Friday, August 22, 2008

September 19, 2008 November 21, 2008 



October 24, 2008 December 19, 2008

XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 1:13 p.m., on a motion by Sylvia Lippe, seconded by Norwood Allen, the Committee moved to Executive
Session to discuss pending disciplinary and confidential matters.

XIV. ADJOURNMENT

On a motion by Sylvia Lippe, seconded by Jamie Lugo, the Committee adjourned the meeting at 5:12 p.m.
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