
MINUTES

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF ARCHITECTS

July 12, 2012

Public Session

I CALL TO ORDER
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Board was called to order at 9:03 am in  the Union Conference
Room on the third (3rd) floor at 124 Halsey Street, Newark, New Jersey. 

PARTICIPANTS PRESENT ABSENT EXCUSED

President Albert Zaccone, RA (X)   (  ) ( )
Vice President Michael G. Soriano, RA (X)   (  )  ( )
Board Member Obiora Agudosi, RA (X)   (  ) ( )
Board Member Diane Goté, CID (X)   (  ) ( )
Board Member Kishor Y Joshi, RA (X)   (  ) ( )
Board Member Arthur F Margiotta, RA (X)   (  )  ( )
Board Member Louis J Mraw ( )   (  )  (X)

Government Member
Board Member Nicholas J. Netta, RA ( )   (  )  (X)
Board Member Richard Picatagi, LLA (X)   (  ) ( )
Board Member Anna C. Young, LLA ( )   (  ) (X)

Board Member Architect Member 
Board Member Vacant - Public Member
Board Member Vacant - Public Member

OTHERS PRESENT:   B. Michelle Albertson, Deputy Attorney General; Charles Kirk, Acting Executive
Director of  Board of Architects; Margaret Hinkley, Secretary to Executive Director of the Board of
Architects.

ALSO PRESENT: Jerome Eben, AIA 

II OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT 

The statement required by Chapter 231, public laws of 1975, the "Open Public Meetings Act," was read and
it was announced that notice of this meeting was prepared in the office of the Board of Architects and
mailed to the Secretary of State, the Newark  Star-Ledger, the Trenton Times, the Camden Courier-Post,
the Record and the Atlantic City Press.
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III APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

June 14, 2012 

Editorial change was made to page 2

ACTION:  Mr. Joshi motioned to approve the minutes as corrected.  Mr. Soriano seconded the motion.  It
passed unanimously.

IV ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Soriano announced that he along with Messrs. Margiotta and Zaccone and Acting Executive Director
Kirk (dubbed the “Jersey Boys”) all attended the NCARB Annual meeting held June 20 - 23, 2012 in
Minneapolis.  Mr. Soriano was appointed to the NCARB Intern Committee.  There were two resolutions
both concerning Canadian architects that were pulled and not voted upon at the meeting.

Mr. Zaccone announced that the former Deputy Attorney General for the Board, Shirley Passow,
recently passed away.  She became a lawyer in her 60's and was with the Board for ten years.  

V OLD BUSINESS

No business was discussed

VI NEW BUSINESS

A Re-Organization of Officers

Mr. Zaccone opened the floor for nominations for President:

Mr. Margiotta motioned to nominate Michael Soriano for President.  Mr. Joshi seconded the
motion.  Hearing no other nominations for President,  the Board unanimously elected Michael
Soriano  as President of the Board.

Mr. Zaccone opened the floor for nominations for Vice President:

Mr. Soriano motioned to nominate Arthur Margiotta for Vice President.  Mr. Agudosi seconded
the motion.  Hearing no other nominations for Vice President,  the Board unanimously elected
Arthur Margiotta as Vice President of the Board.
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B Landscape Architect Continuing Education Course review report

APPROVE 
1 2012 ASLA Annual Meeting - September 28 through October 1, 2012 – X hours
2 Central New Jersey Nursery Tour - July 26, 2012 – 6 hours

3 2012 Native Plants in the Landscape Conference - June 6 through 9, 2012 – 3 hours for
June 6th; 5 hours for June 7th; 6 hours for June 8th; and 2 hours for June 9th 

ACTION:  Mr. Picatagi motioned to accept the recommendations for the courses as noted above.  Mr.
Joshi seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.

C Information

Copy of the June 2012 Member Board E-News from CLARB is attached for board information.

ACTION: Duly noted.

D Correspondence

Copy of a letter dated July 9, 2012 from Celeste N. Perrino, Esq., who represents a Florida
architecture firm, who wishes to enter into a relationship with a NJ architect and whether a
certificate of authorization is required is attached for the Board’s review.

ACTION:  Mr. Soriano motioned to advise Ms. Perrino that from the information submitted it appears
that your client is offering to provide architectural services in New Jersey and in accordance with our
regulations would need to obtain a certificate of authorization.    Mr. Agudosi seconded the motion.  It
passed unanimously.

VII REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS

A. Applications for Licensure by Credentials
The following individuals have applied for licensure by credentials,  have met board requirements
and are recommended for licensure: * - NCARB Council Record Holder

Schafer III, Gilbert P* Vyas, Ruchik G* Syvertsen, Kenneth D*
Shmidheiser, George L* Schaefer, Stephanie A* Barfield, Robert G*
Jarratt, William T* Majors, Richard A Jr.* Cutler, Shepard W.*
Mahl, Theodore J* Miller, Anthony T.* King, Timothy L*
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Barnett, Leslie A* Wallin, Donald J* Hathaway, Bradford O
Prendergast, David W Lipscomb, Donald E Hayes, Brian W*
Harms, Nathan M* Nelson, Muñoz A* Labarthe, Jules*
Graby, Douglas W* Lopez-Cedero, Amy J* Povero, Jeffrey R
Kloppmann, Jonathan D* Smith, Ian M* Kasper, Erik C*
Brand, David B* Cassias, Charles S* DeVere, Michael J*
Gannon, Eric J* Weaver, Robert D* Anderson, Robin F*
Davidson, Robert J*

ACTION: Mr. Margiotta motioned to approve of the above individuals for licensure by credentials. 
Mr. Joshi seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.

BOARD REVIEWED
Dicker, Bruce W*

ACTION: Subsequent to reviewing the information submitted,  Mr. Margiotta motioned to request
additional information from Mr. Dicker.   Mr. Joshi seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.

B. Applications for Examination
The following applicant/s applied for admission to the Architectural Registration Examination and
are recommended by staff:   

Byron Gutierrez Steven P Marchetta Maria A Nosova
Gwang Jin James Oh - PE Gerard J Schubert

ACTION:  Mr. Margiotta motioned to approve for the above individual to take the Architectural
Registration Examination.  Mr. Joshi seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.

C Licensure by Examination
The following applicant/s have completed all Divisions of the Architectural Registration
Examination and are submitted to the Board for licensure:

David E. Asfour William h Bannister Anthony Gardner-PE
Kristina L Melo Philip L. Resciniti Marcelo C Méndez

ACTION:  Mr. Margiotta motioned to license to the above individuals inasmuch as they have
completed the Architectural Registration Examination.  Mr. Soriano seconded the motion.  It passed
unanimously.
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D Certificate/s of Authorization

1 CONNECTINGSPACES Architecture 
56 Milford Drive - Ste 2
Hudson OH 44236

Responsible Architect: Donald A. Highlander - License #AI016749

Summary: This application for a Certificate of Authorization to offer architectural services only
is submitted by a New Jersey licensed architect who owns 100% of the shares.  This application
appears to comply with statutory requirements. 

2 LOONEY RICKS KISS, INC. Architecture+
175 Toyota Plaza #500   
Memphis   TN 38103

Responsible Architect: Henry F Ricks, Jr. - License #AI014701

Summary: This application for a Certificate of Authorization to offer architectural and closely
allied professional  services is submitted by five  New Jersey licensed architects who own
66.60% of the shares in business with four unlicensed individuals who own 33.40% of the
shares.  This application appears to comply with statutory requirements. 

3 EP ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNS, LLC Architecture 
3 Elm Row 
North Brunswick   NJ 08901 

Responsible Architect: Edgar Perez - License #AI018754

Summary: This application for a Certificate of Authorization to offer architectural services only
is submitted by a New Jersey licensed architect who owns 100% of the shares.  This application
appears to comply with statutory requirements. 

4 ALSA ARCHITECTURE, LLC Architecture 
400 Briarwood Lane 
Northvale   NJ 07647

Responsible Architect: Roy J Sokoloski - License #AI009797

Summary: This application for a Certificate of Authorization to offer architectural services only
is submitted by a New Jersey licensed architect who owns 100% of the shares.  This application
appears to comply with statutory requirements. 
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ACTION:  Mr. Margiotta motioned to issue Certificates of Authorization to the above four firms. 
Ms. Goté seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.

5 PIERCE GOODWIN ALEXANDER & LINVILLE, INC. Architecture 
3131 Briarpark Drive
Houston   TX 77042 

Responsible Architect: Jeffrey P. Gerber - License #AI014763

Summary: This application for a Certificate of Authorization to offer architectural services only is
submitted by three New Jersey architects who own 81.30% of the shares in business with 26
unlicensed individuals who own 18.70% of the shares.  This application appears to comply with
statutory requirements.  On April 12th, the Board unanimously voted to send a letter requesting the
total number of shares this company has; the total number of shares issued and the breakdown for
all members listed; and the total number of shares outstanding.  On May 10th the Board reviewed
response letter pertaining to the shares issued and breakdown for all members listed.  The Board
unanimously voted to send a letter advising that it still appears that Pierce Goodwin Alexander &
Linville, Inc has not complied with N.J.A.C. 13:27-4.8.  Also request information as to what 
“treasury stock” indicates and the percentage owned by licensed individuals. On June 14th, the
Board reviewed a response letter from Beth Funk, CFO.  The Board unanimously voted to request
they complete an application form with the correct number of shares.  

7/12/12 Revised application is attached for board review.

ACTION:  Mr. Margiotta motioned to deny this application inasmuch as it appears that the shares not
issued are owned by the corporate entity which does not meet the requirements in that New Jersey
licensed architects do not own two-thirds of the shares.  Mr. Soriano seconded the motion.  It passed
unanimously.

6 EMMANUEL KAVRAKIS ARCHITECTS INC Architecture 
416 Passaic Avenue 
Hasbrouck Heights NJ 07604

Responsible Architect: Emmanuel Kavrakis - License #AI013337

Summary: This application for a Certificate of Authorization to offer architectural services
only is submitted by a New Jersey licensed architect who owns 100% of the shares.  This
application appears to comply with statutory requirements. 

ACTION:  Mr. Margiotta motioned to issue Certificates of Authorization to Emmanuel Kavrakis
Architects Inc.  Mr.  Soriano seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.
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VIII LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT APPLICATION REVIEW

A Initial Licensure by examination: LARE taken
The following individuals submit completed applications for licensure inasmuch he has already
completed the Landscape Architect Registration Examination (LARE) and is recommended for
licensure.  * - CLARB Council Record Holder

Lee, Han Song*

ACTION:  Mr. Picatagi motioned to license Mr. Lee, who has complied with the requirements for licensure. 
 Mr. Soriano seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.

BOARD REVIEWED
Werket, Neil*

ACTION: This application was tabled until more additional information regarding the evaluation can be
obtained.

B Reinstatements
The following individuals submit reinstatement applications with the appropriate reinstatement fees
and not previously approved continuing education credits are submitted for approval.

Brian Meneghin - AS000941 - Exp. 5/2010 - Total of 48 hrs required
Summary: Mr. Meneghin failed to renew his certification by May 31, 2010.   Mr. Meneghin
contacted the Board office and requested a reinstatement application.

7/12/12 Copy of  reinstatement application and CE documentation is attached for review.

ACTION: This application was tabled for further review of continuing education documentation.

C Questions pertaining to the Landscape Architect Renewal for 2012/2014 

1 David A. Rubin - AS000911
2 Joan E Furlong - AS000648
3 Joseph T. Savona - AS000789

 4 Robert N. Manniello - AS000233
5 Ronald W. Tuttle - AS000402

ACTION:  Mr. Picatagi motioned to accept all explanations submitted and take no further action against
the licensees.   Mr. Agudosi seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.
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IX PUBLIC COMMENTS

Jerome Eben, National Regional Director AIA NJ, was present and addressed the following issues:
- Process concerning complaints - The Board advised that any information concerning all complaints are

ongoing and pending until a conclusion is determined. 
- Electronic signatures and seals for submission of construction drawings to the building departments in

New Jersey.  
- Homeowners, who do not submit plans for projects on their own residences, cannot view plans

submitted by contractor without filing an OPRA request to view plans for their property
- Understanding the litigation process concerning architectural drawings and whether or not the owner

has a right to duplicate the plans for an expert to prepare a report. The Board advised that the copyright
is beyond board's jurisdiction

- Clarification on whether an architect has the right to physically remove drawings from building
department for non-payment by client - The Board advised that would be a contractual issue not board
jurisdiction

X EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Picatagi motioned to go into executive session to review the minutes and other matters on the executive
session agenda.  Ms. Goté  seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.

XI NEXT MEETINGS

No August Meeting

September 13, 2012 Regular Meeting Union Room - 3rd Floor

XII ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 2pm.


