
State Board of Medical Examiners
Open Disciplinary Minutes

April 11, 2007

A meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners was held on Wednesday, April 11, 2007 at the
Richard J. Hughes Justice Complex, 25 Market Street, 4th Floor Conference Center, Trenton, New Jersey for
Disciplinary Matters Pending Conclusion, open to the public. The meeting was called to order by Paul
Mendelowitz, M.D. who chaired the meeting in the absence of Ms. Karen Criss, Chairperson for Open
Disciplinary matters.

PRESENT

Board Members Clemency-Kohler, Cheema, Ciechanowski, DeGregorio, Haddad, Jordan, Lambert, Mendelowitz,
Nussbaum, Paul, Reichman, Salas-Lopez, Stanley, Strand, Walsh, Weiss and Wheeler.

EXCUSED

Board Members Criss, Criscito, Lomazow and Scott.

ALSO PRESENT

Assistant Attorney General Joyce, Senior Deputy Attorney General Dick, Deputy Attorneys General Flanzman,
Gelber, Jespersen, Puteska, and Warhaftig; Executive Director Roeder, Medical Education Director Blanks and
Interim Medical Director Robins.

RATIFICATION OF MINUTES

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM
THE MARCH 14, 2007 BOARD MEETING AS SUBMITTED.

HEARINGS, PLEAS, RETURN DATES, APPEARANCES

ILEM, Priscilla L., MD
BRICKFIELD, Paul B., ESQ.
PUTESKA, David M., DAG (Prosecuting)
FLANZMAN, Steven, SDAG (Counseling)

Ms. Clemency-Kohler was not present for this portion of the meeting.

By way of background, the Attorney General initiated administrative proceedings against Dr. Ilem contending that
Dr. Ilem prescribed Controlled Dangerous Substances during a period from on or about Feb. 7, 2001 until July 21,
2005 when she did not hold a valid registration with the DEA and further contended that Dr. Ilem falsified medical
records which were submitted to the Board during the course of the investigation. On January 23, 2007, the Initial
Decision of Administrative Law Judge Jesse H. Strauss was received by the Board. Written exceptions to the
decision were received first by the Attorney General dated February 9, 2007 and by the respondent on February 13,
2007.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION
FOR ADVICE OF COUNSEL.

All parties, except counseling and administrative staff, left the room.

Returning to Open Session, the Board noted that the Board had received a copy of the Office of Administrative
Law transcripts, the Attorney Generals? and the Respondents' exceptions. The parties placed their appearances on



the record.

In his opening statement, Mr. Brickfield asked the Board to adopt in its entirety the findings of fact and the
conclusions of law reached by the Administrative Law Judge. He, however, asked the Board to reconsider the
amount of fines and penalties because of the mitigating factors which included Dr. Ilem?s stellar practice of more
than fifty years, her age, and her flat line practice over the past years. He urged the Board to reject the Attorney
General?s request for a harsher penalty. He argued that the Judge appropriately determined that no harsher penalty
was warranted. Mr. Brickfield also reminded the Board that Dr. Ilem had served her country well and her military
record demonstrated a meritorious service throughout the country. In this case, Dr. Ilem did voluntarily surrender
her DEA and she accepts responsibility for issuing 23 prescriptions for nine patients while not validly holding a
DEA registration. The judge, Mr. Brickfield continued, heard testimony from the patients which supported the
assertions that the patients actually benefitted from her prescribing and that no harm resulted to any patient.
Additionally, the record is clear that there was no improper motive on the part of Dr. Ilem, and her only motive
was an attempt to help her patients, most of which do not have the ability to pay for other healthcare services. Dr.
Ilem did not receive any additional financial benefit, but as her lawyer pointed out, she was only performing in
order to take care of her patients. Mr. Brickfield concluded by explaining that Dr. Ilem continues to practice, albeit
on a modest scale in Wayne, New Jersey.

On behalf of the Attorney General, DAG Puteska outlined the history of this case. He directed the Board's
attention to Exhibit I of his exceptions which outlined the prescriptions that were issued. He also noted that part of
the Complaint included the allegation that Dr. Ilem had fraudulently created a medical record. The Judge found
that the Attorney General did, in fact, prove the allegations of the Complaint. Inspiteof these findings, the Judge
appears to have ignored the doctor?s own admissions in determining the appropriate penalty. He recommended a
record keeping course (to be monitored by the Board), a penalty of $13,000 and costs in the amount of $27,804.76.
The lack of patient harm, DAG Puteska argued, is not the appropriate standard to measure in determining what
discipline is appropriate as the Judge seems to have used in this case. While prescribing is of great concern, Dr.
Ilem compounded her error by creating a false record and the Board should not loose sight that Judge Strauss did,
in fact, find that it did occur. In prior cases, DAG Puteska reminded the Board that it has issued disciplinary
sanctions that have included, at a minimum, a reprimand in similar cases.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO MOVE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
FOR ADVICE OF COUNSEL AND DELIBERATIONS.

All parties, except counseling and administrative office staff, left the room.

Returning to open session, it announced the following motion.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO ADOPT THE FINDINGS OF FACT
AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, HOWEVER, IT MODIFIED THE PENALTY. THE BOARD ORDERED
THAT DR. ILEM BE REPRIMANDED FOR THE WRITING OF PRESCRIPTIONS WITHOUT A CURRENT
DEA AND FOR THE CREATION OF A FRAUDULENT PATIENT RECORD. IT AFFIRMED THE
ASSESSMENTS OF A PENALTY OF $13,000 AND COSTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $27,804.76. THE BOARD
ALSO CLARIFIED THAT DR. ILEM MUST COMPLETE A RECORD KEEPING COURSE ACCEPTABLE
TO THE BOARD AND WITHIN SIX MONTHS SUBMIT TEN CHARTS TO THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR
FOR REVIEW ON A QUARTERLY BASIS FOR A PERIOD OF NOT LESS THAN ONE YEAR. THE
MEDICAL DIRECTOR WILL HAVE THE DISCRETION TO DETERMINE WHETHER ADDITIONAL
MONITORING IS NEEDED.

STEIN, Michael P., MD
LABUE, Anthony, Esq.
PUTESKA, David M. DAG (Prosecuting)

This matter was opened to the Board by Verified Administrative Complaint. The Attorney General was seeking the
temporary suspension of Dr. Stein?s license to practice medicine and surgery and for other such relief deemed
appropriate.



THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO GRANT THE ADJOURNMENT
CONDITIONED ON DR. STEIN?S INTERIM CONSENT TO VOLUNTARY SURRENDER HIS LICENSE.
THE SURRENDER WILL BEGIN AT THE CLOSE OF BUSINESS ON MONDAY, MARCH 16, 2007 SO
THAT HE MAY TRANSITION HIS PATIENTS. HE IS PROHIBITED FROM TAKING ON ANY NEW
PATIENT CARE. THE MATTER WILL BE HEARD AT THE NEXT BOARD MEETING SCHEDULED FOR
MAY 9, 2007.

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

SISTER STATE MATTERS

1. SCHWARTZ, George R. (License # 25MA02662600)

By way of background, Dr. Schwartz?s medical license was revoked by the New Mexico Medical Board on March
31, 2006 for gross negligence and failure to maintain timely, accurate and complete medical records. By
Provisional Order of Discipline issued on October 19, 2006 the Attorney General sought to suspend Dr. Schwartz?
s license until such time as his New Mexico and California licenses to practice medicine are fully reinstated
without restriction.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO FINALIZE THE ORDER.

2. MESIHER, Vlad A. (License # 25MA07392600)

By way of history, on or about April 18, 2006, Dr. Meisher was found guilty of insurance fraud by the Supreme
Court of the State of New York, Westchester County. This is a violation of New York Penal Law, 176.25, a class
C felony. By Provisional Order of Discipline entered on November 15, 2006, the Attorney General sought the
suspension of Dr. Meisher?s New Jersey license to practice medicine and surgery for a term of five (5) years and
until such time as Dr. Meisher?s license to practice medicine in the State of New York is fully reinstated without
any restrictions.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO FINALIZE THE ORDER.

Respectfully Submitted,

______________________________
Paul C. Mendelowitz, M.D., Chairperson
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