
State Board of Medical Examiners
Open Board Minutes

January 11, 2006

The meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners was held on January 11, 2006 at the Richard J.
Hughes Complex, 25 Market Street, 4 th Floor Conference Center, Trenton, New Jersey. The meeting was called
to order at 10:30 a.m. by Karen Criss, C.N.M., Acting President.

PRESENT

Board Members Cheema, Ciechanowski, Criscito, Criss, DeGregorio, Haddad, Jordan, Kohler, Lambert,
Lomazow, Mendelowitz, Nussbaum, Paul, Reichman, Scott, Stanley, Strand, and Walsh

EXCUSED

Board Members Salas Lopez, Weiss and Wheeler

ALSO PRESENT

Assistant Attorney General Joyce, Deputy Attorneys General Dick, Erhrenkrantz, Levine, Kenny, Gelber, and
Warhaftig; Medical Education Director Blanks, Medical Director Gluck, and Executive Director Roeder.

STATEMENT CONCERNING THE
ANNUAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

The requirements of the "Open Public Meetings Act" have been satisfied by notice of this meeting given in the
annual notice adopted by the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners on October 19, 2005 which was
transmitted to the ATLANTIC CITY PRESS, STAR LEDGER, CAMDEN COURIER POST, ASBURY PARK
PRESS, BERGEN RECORD and the TRENTON TIMES, all on the1st day of November 2005.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The new Board members recited the oath of office as administered by Assistant Attorney General Joyce.

President pro tem Karen Criss welcomed the new Board members and asked that each Board member introduce
themselves to each other and the public.

Ms. Kriss recognized those Board members who had served on the Board for a number of years and personally
expressed that it was her honor to work with them. She acknowledged the countless number of hours each former
Board member worked and thanked them on behalf of the current Board members and citizens of New Jersey for
their dedication and professionalism.

She noted that Acting Governor Codey?s recent appointments to the Board of Medical Examiners created some
vacancies concerning the make up of the officers of the Board. She received clarification from the Attorney
General?s office and reminded the Board that the law provides that the Board elect a President, a Treasurer and a
Secretary. Ms. Criss also noted that in 1984, the Board, upon motion made and seconded, voted to create the office
of Vice President to assist in matters when the President may be absent or may be recused in a given manner. It
also has been the long-standing policy and tradition of the Board that in the event the President was not available,
the Vice President would become the Acting President. Similarly, it would flow down the line in succession to the
Secretary and then to the Treasurer. With the new appointments, the vacancy created by the non reappointment of
Dr. Robins was filled by Mr. Glenn Farrell, the Vice President, who then became acting president. When Mr.
Farrell was not reappointed, Ms. Criss explained that she became the Acting President. Ms. Criss thanked the
Board for the opportunity to serve as President, however, she went on to explain that due to time constraints and
other professional commitments, she had to demur the position. Ms. Criss contacted Dr. Sindy Paul, the acting



Vice President, who has accepted the office of President. In conformity to prior practices, Ms. Criss and Dr. Paul
contacted Board member Weiss, the Chair of the Nominating Committee. It was the collective decision to appoint
Dr. Criscito as Secretary and Dr. Lomazow as Treasurer to serve out the remaining terms of the vacancies created.
It is anticipated that Mr. Weiss will again agree to serve as the Chairperson for the nominating Committee and that
the Committee will recommend a slate of officers in June for the elections which will be held in July 2006.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO ACCEPT DR. PAUL AS
PRESIDENT, MS. CRISS AS VICE PRESIDENT, DR. CRISCITO AS SECRETARY AND DR. LOMAZOW
AS TREASURER TO SERVE AS THE OFFICERS FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 2005 TERM.

Dr. Paul, as President, thanked Ms. Criss for her dedication and hard work, especially during the transition period
of the last month. Dr. Paul also thanked Ms. Criss for her anticipated continued dedication and support as Vice
President to the Board. She welcomed the new officers and believed that together the Board would continue to
meet its mandate of protecting the citizens of the State of New Jersey. Dr. Paul expressed her gratitude both
professionally and personally to all the former Board members. She was sure that she spoke for everyone in
expressing her pleasure in having the opportunity to work with each of them over the years. In particular, Dr. Paul
thanked Dr. Robins for his expertise, wisdom and knowledge over the years and in particular during the period of
transition over the last few weeks.

Dr. Criscito thanked Dr. Robins for his direction and expertise for leading the BME in the past and assured him
that he would be missed. He also believed that the new Board members would be ready to carry his charge and
finish many of the initiatives already begun, as well as embark on a series of their own Board initiatives.

MINUTES THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE
NOVEMBER 9, 2005 OPEN BOARD MINUTES AS SUBMITTED.

MINUTES THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE
DECEMBER 19, 2005 OPEN CREDENTIAL MINUTES AS SUBMITTED.

MINUTES THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE JUNE 6,
2005 OPEN ATHLETIC TRAINERS? MINUTES AS SUBMITTED.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE JULY 25, 2005
OPEN ATHLETIC TRAINERS? MINUTES AS SUBMITTED.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE NOVEMBER 28,
2005 OPEN ATHLETIC TRAINERS? MINUTES AS SUBMITTED.

NEW BUSINESS

1. PETITION FOR RULE AMENDMENT N.J.A.C. 13:35-6.16(f)

Attached for the Board?s consideration was a copy of a petition for an amendment to the Board?s rule concerning
limited liability company regulation, N.J.A.C. 13:35-6.16(f).

It was explained for the purpose of the new members that recently N.J.A.C. 13:35-6.16, also referred to as the
corporate practice regulation, was recently amended to permit a practice to be formed as a limited liability
corporation. The Board was being asked to further amend the rule to permit a physician not licensed in New
Jersey, but licensed in another state, to be permitted to become a member of the LLC. The petition is not seeking
to allow the out of state physician to practice in New Jersey without licenusre. According to the Administrative
Procedure Act, once the petition is received, receipt has to be acknowledged in the New Jersey Register, which
has been done. Additionally, within a sixty-day period under most circumstances, the Board is required to decide
whether it will accept, deny or require additional review and information gathering prior to making a final
decision.



THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO REFER THE PETITION TO THE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER STUDY, FACT FINDING AND ANALYSIS.

2. ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 4434

Seeks to require that certain health care professionals to provide information and screening for postpartum
depression.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO OPPOSE THE PROPOSED
LEGISLATION AS IT WAS MANDATING AND LEGISLATING THE MANNER IN WHICH MEDICINE
MUST BE PRACTICED IN REQUIRING CERTAIN DISCUSSIONS AND DETAILING THE INFORMATION
THAT MUST BE IMPARTED TO A PATIENT. IT WAS NOTED THAT PHYSICIANS ALREADY PERFORM
MANY, IF NOT ALL OF, THE PROPOSED ITEMS WITHIN THE BILL. ADDITIONALLY, IT WAS NOTED
THAT THE REQUIREMENT WOULD BE ON ALL PHYSICIANS AS OPPOSED TO THOSE THAT ARE
TREATING THE TARGETED GROUP. FINALLY, THE BOARD NOTED THAT WITHIN MANY, IF NOT
ALL OF THE HOSPITAL SYSTEMS, THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PROPOSAL ARE ALREADY IN
PLACE.

3. ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 4445

Seeks to require physician supervision of nurse anesthetists.

THE BOARD UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO OPPOSE THE PROPOSAL BECAUSE
THE BOARD ALREADY HAS REGULATIONS IN PLACE WHICH ACCOMPLISH THE PROPOSED GOAL
OF THIS LEGISLATION. THE BOARD ALSO OPPOSED THE PROPOSAL BECAUSE THE PROPOSED
LAW IS CONTRARY TO ALREADY EXISTING PROVISIONS IN THE BOARD?S STATUTORY AND
REGULATORY SCHEME. THE BOARD ALSO NOTED THAT WITHIN THE DEFINITIONS SECTION
THAT IMMEDIATE AND PHYSICALLY PRESENT IS NOT DEFINED. FINALLY, THE BOARD NOTED
THAT THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION REFERS TO A REGISTERED NURSE ANESTHETIST WHICH IS
NOT A RECOGNIZED LICENSED HEALTH CARE PROVIDER IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

4. SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO.66

Attempts to provide for independent study of emergency medical services system in New Jersey.

The Board noted that "report cards" went out the day before the meeting which rated emergency services and the
preliminary reports are that New Jersey did very well.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO GENERALLY SUPPORT THE GOAL
OF THE PROPOSED BILL. THE BOARD NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT EVEN THOUGH THERE IS VALUE
TO HAVING AN INDEPENDENT AND OBJECTIVE STUDY PERFORMED, THE GOAL MAY BE
ADVANCED MORE SWIFTLY IF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES WERE
GIVEN THE RESOURCES TO IMPLEMENT THE CHANGES THAT IT ALREADY IS AWARE NEED TO
BE MADE. THE BOARD ALSO WAS CONCERNED THAT THIS WAS AN UNFUNDED MANDATE AND
THEREFORE, IF THE BILL WERE PASSED, IT WOULD TAKE-AWAY FUNDS FROM OTHER
IMPORTANT HEALTH CARE INITIATIVES.

Dr. Paul and Ms. Clemency Kohler recused from discussion and vote in the matter.

Ray Cantor of the Medical Society noted that the proposal may be on the governor?s desk for signature already.

5. SENATE BILL 2910

Seeks to establish a limited medical malpractice court.



THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO DEFER MAKING ANY COMMENTS
ON THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION AT THIS TIME.

OLD BUSINESS

6. ATHLETIC TRAINERS
PROPOSED REGULATION
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT

The Board members will recall that the Board was asked to consider a version of a proposed sexual misconduct
rule for the Athletic Trainers and at its June 2002 meeting, and it approved the submitted draft for publication for
notice and comment in the New Jersey Register. In May 2005, the Committee forwarded a newer draft in which
some language clean up, in particular relating to the proposed sections (f) and (g), was done. The Board at its May
2005 meeting, voted to refer the matter back to the AT Committee for further review. The board believed that the
regulation relating to the basis of sexual misconduct for athletic trainers as written may be too onerous a burden,
especially for college and professional teams. Although the Athletic Trainers Committee has reviewed the
proposal in light of the Board?s concerns, it believed that the current draft is most protective. Approval was
sought from the Board.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO PUBLISH THE DRAFT IN THE NEW
JERSEY REGISTER FOR NOTICE AND COMMENT AS A PROPOSED REGULATION.

Mr. Walsh voted in opposition.

OFF AGENDA ITEM

7. TOURO COLLEGE

Assistant Attorney General Joyce provided the background and status of the pending request made by Touro
Medical College to become licensed as a medical school in New Jersey.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO AUTHORIZE DR. MARY BLANKS
AS MEDICAL EDUCATION DIRECTOR TO WRITE TO THE LCME TO OBTAIN GUIDANCE AS TO ITS
PROCESS AND THE NATURE OF THE DOCUMENT THAT IS NEEDED IN ORDER TO BEGIN THE
ACCREDITATION PROCESS. ADDITIONALLY, THE BOARD VOTED TO REFER THIS MATTER TO THE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR ADDITIONAL REVIEW AND STUDY.

Ms. Clemency Kohler was not present for the discussion or vote in this matter.

INFORMATIONAL

The ProBE Schedule - 2005 - 2006

PUBLIC COMMENT

Respectfully submitted, 

________________________________
Sindy M. Paul, M.D., M.P.H., President
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