
New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners

February 14, 2001

Open Board Minutes

The meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners was held on February 14, 2001 at the
Richard J. Hughes Justice Complex, 25 Market Street, 4th Floor Conference Center, Trenton, New Jersey.
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Gregory J. Rokosz, D.O., J.D., F.A.C.O.E.P., President.

PRESENT

Board Members Chen, Danser, Desmond, DiFerdinando, Farrell, Fernandez, Haddad, Huston, Perry, Reid,
Ricketti, Robins, Rokosz, Trayner, Wallace, Walsh and Weiss

EXCUSED

Board Members Bradley, Harrer, and Lucas

ALSO PRESENT

Deputy Attorneys General Dick, Flanzman, Gelber, Joyce, Kenny and Levine, Executive Director Roeder and
Medical Director Gluck

STATEMENT CONCERNING ANNUAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

The requirements of the "Open Public Meetings Act" have been satisfied by notice of this meeting given in
the annual notice adopted by the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners on October 11, 2000 which
was transmitted to the STAR LEDGER, CAMDEN COURIER POST, ASBURY PARK PRESS, BERGEN
RECORD and the TRENTON TIMES, all on the 1st day of November 2000 and the Atlantic City Press on the
17th day of January 2001.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dr. Rokosz reminded the Board that it should keep the momentum going regarding its outstanding regulatory
issues which were approved, but need to be published for comment in the New Jersey Register, such as the
Diagnostic II regulations, Chaperone regulation, the Ophthalmology Petition dealing with co-management,
the Advertising Regulation dealing with board certification, the New Procedures Regulation, the revised
Corporate Practice Regulations, the Telemedicine Task Force, the Alternate Credentialing process, and the
Contact Lens Regulation Amendment.

Dr. Rokosz announced that there is a Federation of State Medical Boards meeting in April, but he is not able
to attend. Dr. Rokosz asked if there are any members who wish to attend. Dr. Rokosz asked D.A.G. Levine
through the Credentials Committee for a comparative survey of all licensing boards regarding resources
available, especially in the licensing section to speed up the licensure process. If the Federation has already
done that survey, this Board would profit from that information.

Dr. Rokosz also announced that the Genetic Counselors Bill was discussed at the Executive Committee
which felt strongly that Genetic Counselors should be licensed in this State and there should be some type of



collaborative agreement with physicians with expertise in genetics.

MINUTES - THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE
JANUARY 10, 2001 OPEN BOARD MINUTES AS CORRECTED. (Board Members Danser, DiFerdinando,
Huston and Reid were not present for discussion or vote in this matter.)

MINUTES - THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE
JANUARY 22, 2001 OPEN CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE MINUTES AS AMENDED.

TO AMEND: THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO TABLE THE MATTERS
RELATING TO GORDON S. RASKIN, M.D. AND SAQUIB BASHIR SAYED, M.D.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
FOR ADVICE OF COUNSEL REGARDING LINDA NADINE FAGAN, M.D. UPON RETURNING TO OPEN
SESSION, THE BOARD VOTED, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, TO TABLE THIS MATTER IN
ORDER TO RECEIVE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. Dr. Robins voted in opposition. (Dr. Huston was not
present for discussion or vote in this matter.)

MINUTES - THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE
JANUARY 25, 2001 CERTIFIED NURSE MIDWIFE OPEN COMMITTEE MINUTES.

MINUTES - THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE
JANUARY 31, 2001 ATHLETIC TRAINERS COMMITTEE MINUTES.

MINUTES -THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE LIST OF
APPLICANTS FOR LICENSURE AS PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS OF THE JANUARY 19, 2001 PHYSICIAN
ASSISTANTS COMMITTEE MEETING AND THE PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES FOR DECEMBER 15, 2000.

OLD BUSINESS

1. ACADEMY OF OPHTHALMOLOGY FIRST AND SECOND PETITIONS FOR RULEMAKING - N.J.A.C.
13:35-5

Ophthalmologic Surgery (First Petition) Management of Surgical Care (Second Petition)

At its April 12, 2000 meeting, the Board reviewed a copy of a preliminary draft of a regulation. The Board was
in agreement with the concepts embodied in the preliminary draft (recommending that the "or" be changed to
an "and" in paragraph 5) and voted to forward the draft to the Division of Consumer Affairs. Subsequently,
members of the Executive Committee met with Mr. Miragliotta, Deputy Director, and attempted to work on
language which would be agreeable to both the Division and the Board. The Board reviewed copies of the
Board minutes outlining the history of this matter, the draft language and related background materials. The
Executive Committee recommended that on page 5 the word "decides" should be changed to "agrees" and
further noted that on page six, 1 should be corrected to (i).

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE LANGUAGE AND
DIRECTED THAT IT BE PUBLISHED FOR COMMENT IN THE NEW JERSEY REGISTER AS A
PROPOSED RULE. (Dr. Robins recused from discussion and vote in this matter.)

NEW BUSINESS

1. LEGISLATION



A- 3129 Allows for prescription of 90-day supply for Ritalin

Introduced by Assemblyperson Christopher Batemen (Morris and Somerset)

Introduced and referred to the Assembly Health Committee on January 18, 2001.

The Board voted to endorse this bill. It was the consensus of the Board that the prescribing of this drug was
not being abused and the ADD patient needs the medication when prescribed appropriately. The 90 day
supply would permit patients to avail themselves of some cost savings under certain prescription plans. The
current thirty day review is not necessary and creates a burden for the patient to have to come in every thirty
days to receive an additional prescription, since most of these patients are on this as a maintenance drug.
While the Board recognizes that there is an increasing abuse of this drug and that the "street" value is high,
the patient should not be punished because of a potential for abuse. The clinical benefits outweigh the
potential for abuse.

Dr. DiFerdinando abstained from vote in this matter.

A-3136 Health Care Carrier Accountability Act Introduced by Assemblyperson Corodemus
(Monmouth)

S-1333 Introduced by Senators Connors and Singer Introduced on May 22, 2000 and referred to
Senate Health Committee; reported in Senate Committee with substitute second reading on
September 25, 2000; passed Senate (38-0)on October 2, 2000; October 5, 2000 received in Assembly
and referred to Assembly Health Committee; Assembly bill introduced January 18, 2001 and referred
to Assembly Health Committee.

The Board voted to endorse this bill.

S-1231 Establishes "Eye Health Care Services Advisory Commission"

Introduced by Senator John O. Bennett (Monmouth); Co-sponsored by Senator Ciesla

Introduced and referred to Senate Health Committee on May 11, 2000; Reported to Senate Committee with
amendments, second reading on September 25, 2000; Passed Senate (22-13) on December 18, 2000;
Introduced in Assembly and referred to Assembly Health Committee on January 9, 2001.

The Board voted to strongly oppose this bill. The passage of this would be moving in the direction of the
institutionalization of a turf war. The committee did not seem to be well-balanced, noting that the actual
makeup of the people, the Committee would consist of four representatives from the optometry community,
three representatives from the plenary physician community, and three others. The President of the
Optometry Board is on the Committee, why not the President of the Medical Board on this committee also?

A-2093 Prohibits health care facilities from requiring certain hourly wage employees to perform
overtime work.

Sponsored by Senator Joseph F. Vitale (Middlesex) and Senator John O. Bennett (Monmouth)

The Board voted to strongly oppose this bill. This bill would not provide adequate and quality of care to
patients. While the Board recognizes that there is a shortage of nursing staff and other health care providers
in some hospital settings, it is believed that the mandatory overtime only affects about five percent of those
employed. This bill would remove the flexibility of an institution to meet the needs of its patients. As written,
this could also be interpreted to include all health care providers, including physicians, which could have
even a greater impact on the quality of care of patients. Dr. DiFerdinando and Ms. Danser abstained from



vote in this matter.

2. AMERICAN SOCIETY OF ADDICTIVE MEDICINE

Dr. Rokosz has been asked to speak, along with Dr. Baxter of the Physicians' Health Program, to the
American Society of Addictive Medicine in Los Angeles on April 21, 2001. The Board voted to authorize Dr.
Rokosz to attend and speak at this conference.

INFORMATIONAL

* N.J.A.C. 7:28-22 - Final Regulation from the Department of Environmental Protection Agency entitled
"Quality Assurance Programs for Medical Diagnostic X-ray Installations." The Board voted to refer this matter
to the Executive Committee for discussion.

* Announcement of the Fourteenth "Managing Difficult Chronic Pain Patients" to be held on May 11-12, 2001
in Vancouver, British Columbia. The Board voted to approve Dr. Gluck's attendance at this conference.

The Board voted to approve that Dr. Gluck attend this seminar.

* Rule Adoption - Office of Administrative Law, N.J.A.C. 1:30

* Proposed New Rule from the Department of Banking and Insurance concerning Actuarial Services and
Minimum Standards for Specified Disease and Critical Illness Coverages. The deadline for comment is March
7, 2001.

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________
Gregory J. Rokosz, D.O., J.D., F.A.C.O.E.P.
President 
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