
New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners

May 9, 2001

Open Board Minutes

The meeting of the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners was held on May 9, 2001 at the Richard J. Hughes
Justice Complex, 25 Market Street, 4th Floor Conference Center, Trenton, New Jersey. The meeting was called to
order at 9:00 a.m. by Gregory J. Rokosz, D.O., J.D., F.A.C.O.E.P., President.

PRESENT

Present were Board Members Chen, Criss, Desmond, Farrell, Haddad, Harrer, Huston, Lucas, Patel, Perry, Ricketti,
Robins, Rokosz, Trayner, Walsh and Wallace.

EXCUSED

Board Members DiFerdinando, Reid and Weiss.

ALSO PRESENT

Deputy Attorneys General Dick, Flanzman, Gelber, Joyce, Kenny and Levine; Executive Director Roeder and Medical
Director Gluck, New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners.

STATEMENT CONCERNING ANNUAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

The requirements of the "Open Public Meetings Act" have been satisfied by notice of this meeting given in the annual
notice adopted by the New Jersey State Board of Medical Examiners on October 11, 2000 which was transmitted to the
STAR LEDGER, CAMDEN COURIER POST, ASBURY PARK PRESS, BERGEN RECORD and the TRENTON
TIMES, all on the1st day of November 2000 and the Atlantic City Press on the 17th day of January 2001.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dr. Rokosz thanked former Board members Christine Danser, C.N.M. and Ricardo J. Fernandez, M.D. for their
diligence and time commitment while serving on the Medical Board. He noted that their fairness and expertise added
to the deliberations of the Board, particularly Dr. Fernandez' work on the IRC and Ms. Danser with the Certified Nurse
Midwife Committee.

Dr. Fernandez publically thanked former Governor Whitman for her confidence in him in making his appointment. He
went on to state that his time with the Board was memorable and that it was heartwarming to be part of the process in
which the citizens of New Jersey are protected. He hoped that the professional and personal relationships with the
Board members would continue. He planned on continuing to attend Board meetings and stay involved with the Board
issues. He was convinced that he came onto the Board a good doctor, but he leaves a better doctor.

Ms. Danser echoed Dr. Fernandez' thoughts and stated that it was a privilege to serve as a member of the Board of
Medical Examiners. She also expanded her knowledge and particularly appreciated the comradery and professionalism
of her fellow Board members.

Finally Dr. Rokosz reminded the Board members of the regulations that continue to move through the regulatory
pathway and requested that the Administrative Office follow up with the regulatory analysts to determine the status of
each.

Dr. Wallace reported that he found the recent Federation Meeting held in Atlanta both informative and educational. He
brought back materials and would forward them to the Administrative office for distribution to the Board members. Dr.



Gluck, who also attended, encouraged new board members to participate in the New Board Members' meetings.
Likewise, he would provide materials to the Administrative Office of the meetings that he attended. D.A.G. Kenny
requested that the Board consider sending a deputy to next year's meeting.

Dr. Houston was not present for the announcements.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Dr. Rokosz appointed Mr. Weiss, Chairperson, Drs. Lucas, Haddad, and Chen, and Ms. Desmond as the Nominating
Committee for Board officer candidates. Dr. Houston was not present for discussion or vote in this matter.

MINUTES - Approval of the April 20, 2001 Open Board Minutes was tabled until the Administrative Office makes
the necessary corrections. Dr. Houston was not present for discussion or vote in this matter.

MINUTES - THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE APRIL 23,
2001 OPEN CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE MINUTES.

Dr. Rokosz recused from vote and discussion in the matters of Ross, Ross University, Guadalajara, and the
Moratorium. Dr. Houston was not present for discussion or vote in this matter.

MINUTES - THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPROVE THE LIST OF
APPLICANTS FOR LICENSURE AS PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS OF THE APRIL 20, 2001 PHYSICIAN
ASSISTANTS COMMITTEE MEETING AND THE PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES FOR MARCH 23, 2000. Dr.
Houston was not present for discussion or vote in this matter.

NEW BUSINESS

1. S-2003 Open Public Records Act

Introduced by Senators Martin (District 26 - Essex, Morris and Passaic) and Baer (District 37 - Bergen).

The bill provides for public access to government records and protects certain government records from public
disclosure. Attached for the Board's consideration was a memo from D.A.G. Joyce discussing provision of this
proposed bill.

AFTER REVIEW AND DISCUSSION, THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED REQUESTED
THAT MS. GLEASON COMMUNICATE THE BOARD'S CONCERNS TO THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER
AFFAIRS AND TO THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. Dr. Houston was not present for discussion or
vote in this matter.

2. S-2176 Notification of Health Care Licensing Boards

Introduced by Senators Cardinale (District 39 - Bergen) and Sinagra (District 18 - Middlesex). Co-sponsored by
Senators Kosco, Robertson, Inverso, Cafiero, Allen, Ciesla, Matheussen, and Martin.

The bill provides for the prompt notification to health care licensing boards when a health care practitioner is
suspected of injuring a patient or is suspected of other wrongdoing. Also attached for the Board's consideration was a
memorandum from D.A.G. Joyce which outlines the Executive Committee's thoughts concerning this proposed bill.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO OPPOSE THIS BILL, EXCEPT FOR THE
SECTION WHICH MANDATES THAT THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES REPORT TO THE
APPROPRIATE LICENSING BOARD.

Ms. Desmond recused from vote and discussion in this matter. Dr. Houston was not present for discussion or vote in
this matter.



3. NURSE MIDWIFERY SERVICES PROPOSED READOPTION WITH AMENDMENTS - N.J.A.C. 10:58

Attached for the Board's consideration and possible comment was a copy of the proposed readoption with amendments
of N.J.A.C. 10:58, Nurse Midwifery Services. This proposal is designed to readopt, with amendments, the entire Nurse
Midwifery Services chapter, relating to the provision of services to the Medicaid and NJ Family Care Plan. Comments
are to be received by May 16, 2001.

THE BOARD ACCEPTED THE AMENDMENTS AS INFORMATIONAL.

Dr. Houston was not present for discussion or vote in this matter.

4. HOSPITAL LICENSING STANDARDS ON-CALL PHYSICIAN SPECIALISTS PROPOSED
AMENDMENTS: N.J.A.C. 8:43G-5.1 AND 12.5

Attached for the Board's consideration and possible comment was a copy of proposed amendments of N.J.A.C. 8:43G-
5.1 and 12.5, Hospital Licensing Standards On-Call Physician Specialists. Comments are to be received by May 16,
2001.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH DELAY ADOPTION AND IN THE INTERIM, SHOULD SEEK ADDITIONAL INPUT FROM
INTERESTED PARTIES.

OLD BUSINESS

5. ASSEMBLY BILL - 2567 "THREE PRONG INITIATIVE"

Attached for the Board's consideration was a possible amendment to Assembly Bill No. 2567, the Board's "Three
Prong Initiative." The proposed amendment attempts to address the concerns regarding the continuing education
provision raised by the Academy of Medicine during the April 20, 2001 Board meeting.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO ADOPT THE PROPOSED CHANGES.

6. FIRST ASSISTANT IN SURGERY RULE

Attached was a copy of the current regulation, N.J.A.C. 13:35-4.1, First Assistants in Major Surgery. The Executive
Committee had requested that a subcommittee of the Board be formed to review the current regulation to determine
whether additional revisions are appropriate.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO APPOINT A COMMITTEE TO
FURTHER STUDY THIS REGULATION FOR POSSIBLE AMENDMENTS. THE COMMITTEE WILL CONSIST
OF DR. LUCAS, CHAIR, DRS. PERRY AND RICKETTI, MR. WALSH. AND D.A.G. DICK.

7. SURGICAL AND ANESTHESIA STANDARDS IN PHYSICIANS OFFICES; ALTERNATIVE
PRIVILEGES

Attached for the Board's consideration were additional revisions to the proposed Surgical and Anesthesia Standards in
Physicians Offices; Alternative Privileges.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, VOTED TO OPPOSE THE SUGGESTED CHANGES
RELATING TO MINOR SURGERY.

8. FEDERAL HEALTH PRIVACY REGULATIONS

On April 14, the regulations first proposed by the Secretary of Human Service in November 3, 1999, went into effect.



The effective dates have been staggered over the next three years, and news reports reflect that some changes may be
implemented in the ensuing months. A review should be undertaken by the Board to ascertain the impact that these
rules will have on Board operations and its licensees. A summary prepared by the Health Privacy Project, the new
regulation and related articles have been enclosed for Board information.

THE BOARD, UPON MOTION MADE AND SECONDED, ACCEPTED THE REPORT AS INFORMATIONAL
AND TO REFER IT TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER EVALUATION.

INFORMATIONAL

* Editorial: Office Based Surgery and Public Safety: What Are State Medical Boards Doing to Protect the Patient?
from the Federation's Journal of Medical Licensure and Discipline, Vol. 87, Number 2, 2001.

* Allstate Insurance Company v. Northfield Medical Center, P.C., Superior Court of New Jersey, Law Division,
Morris County, docket No. MRS-L-3229-99.

* As a follow-up to the 1999 To Err is Human Report, attached is an article from the National Academy, To Err is
Human: 2000, the executive summary.

* Public Law 2001, Chapter 1 - Independent Health Care Appeals Program

* Public Law 2001, Chapter 14 - Managed Health Care Consumer Assistance Program

THE BOARD ACCEPTED THESE ITEMS AS INFORMATIONAL.

Respectfully submitted,
__________________________
Gregory J. Rokosz, D.O., J.D., F.A.C.O.E.P.
President 
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